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Introduction

Purpose of the document

This Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) sets out how National Grid
Electricity Transmission (National Grid) intends to consult statutory consultees,
stakeholders, affected residents and local communities on its proposals to build an
offshore high voltage direct current (HVDC) link between Suffolk and Kent (and
associated infrastructure), ahead of its application for development consent.

The Sea Link Project (“the proposed Project”) requires consent from the relevant
Secretary of State via a Development Consent Order (DCO). This document has
therefore been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 (“the
Planning Act”), which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they
will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-
application consultation in accordance with this statement.

As the proposed Project is an ‘EIA Development’, this SoCC therefore also sets out how
National Grid intends to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental
information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”).

In accordance with section 47(2) of the Planning Act, National Grid has consulted with
and had regard to comments from the following local authorities whilst developing the
SoCC:

e Suffolk County Council

e East Suffolk District Council
e Kent County Council

e Thanet District Council

e Dover District Council

The listed local authorities were consulted for 28 days, between 22 June and 20 July
2023 on the contents of this SoCC.

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Offshore transmission cables and their associated onshore infrastructure do not meet
the criteria to be considered Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) under
the Planning Act, meaning that permission for their construction is not normally sought
via an application for development consent.

However, on 4 March 2022 National Grid wrote to the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy* (“the Secretary of State”) to ask that they issue a
direction on whether the proposed Project can be treated as a development for which
development consent is required.

1 Now known as the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero.
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On 31 March 2022, the Secretary of State issued a direction confirming that the
proposed Project be treated as such, in accordance with section 35(1) of the Planning
Act.

Development consent is therefore required before construction of the proposed Project
can begin. However, ancillary works (such as the reconductoring of the existing 400
kilovolt (kV) line between Canterbury and Richborough) may be progressed through
separate consenting regimes or permitted development rights.

Since the section 35(1) direction was issued, plans for the proposed Project have
evolved to potentially include the installation of a new 400 kV overhead electric line of
more than 2 km in length. Should this be the case, this element would meet the criteria
to be classified as an NSIP under the Planning Act, meaning that development consent
would be required for this aspect of the proposed Project, irrespective of the direction
issued under section 35(1).

The application for development consent will be submitted to, and examined by, the
Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State. The Planning Inspectorate
will provide a recommendation to the Secretary of State, who will ultimately decide
whether to grant the development consent for the proposed Project. The development
consent order process is explained in further detail in Figure 2.3.

Before submitting an application to the Planning Inspectorate, the Planning Act requires
National Grid to carry out consultation, including with people living in the vicinity of the
land where the proposed Project is to be sited.

The early involvement of local communities, including local authorities and
stakeholders, leads to applications that are better understood by all parties. It also helps
National Grid identify valuable information about the potential impacts of a scheme,
providing the opportunity for mitigation measures to be considered and, where
appropriate, built into designs, before an application is submitted and considered.

Environmental Impact Assessment

On 24 October 2022, National Grid submitted a Scoping Report to the Secretary of
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, to inform the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the proposed Project.

Within this Scoping Report, National Grid gave formal notification under Regulation
8(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations that it considers the proposed Project to meet the criteria
outlined in Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations to be considered as ‘EIA Development’.

A scoping opinion for the proposed Project was adopted by the Planning Inspectorate
(on behalf of the Secretary of State) on 1 December 2022.

About National Grid Electricity Transmission plc

National Grid sits at the heart of Great Britain’s energy system, connecting millions of
people and businesses to the energy they use every day. We bring energy to life: in the
heat, light and power we bring to our customer’s homes and businesses; in the way that
we support our communities and help them to grow; and in the way we show up in the
world. It is our vision to be at the heart of a clean, fair and affordable energy future.

Within the National Grid Group there are distinctly separate legal entities, each with
their individual responsibilities and roles (see Figure 1.1). The roles of these are
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summarised below. The proposed Project is being promoted by National Grid Electricity
Transmission.

National Grid Electricity Transmission (National Grid) holds the transmission licence
for England and Wales under the Electricity Act 1989. National Grid owns, builds, and
maintains the high voltage electricity transmission system in England and Wales — the
overhead lines, buried cables and substations that carry power around the country.

In 2022, Western Power Distribution became part of the National Grid Group and is now
National Grid Electricity Distribution (NGED). It is the local distribution network
operator for the Midlands, South West of England and South Wales.

The Electricity System Operator (ESO) controls the movement of electricity around
the country, transporting power from generators (such as wind farms) to local
distribution network operators, like NGED and UK Power Networks (UKPN), ensuring
that supply meets demand.

National Grid Ventures sits outside the core regulated businesses, investing in
technologies and partnerships that help accelerate our move to a clean energy future.
That includes interconnectors - connecting the UK with countries across the North Sea,
allowing trade between energy markets and efficient use of renewable energy
resources.

Both National Grid and the ESO are licensed by the Government as electricity
transmission companies and are regulated by the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets
(Ofgem), which sets price controls and monitors how the companies develop and
operate their networks on behalf of consumers.

Figure 1.1 Structure of National Grid group of companies

1.4.8
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Wales, with 8m customer connections by making sure supply meets demand future (such as undersea interconnectors
serving a population of over 18m people. every second of every day. that allow the UK to share energy with
other European countries).

National Grid has a statutory duty to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and
economical system of electricity transmission under the Electricity Act 1989 (“the
Electricity Act”). This includes a statutory obligation to offer to connect any new
generating stations or interconnectors applying to connect to the transmission system.
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National Grid is also required, under section 38 of the Electricity Act, to comply with the
provisions of Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act. Schedule 9 requires licence holders, in
the formulation of proposals to transmit electricity, to preserve amenity by:

Schedule 9(1)(a) “...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of
conserving flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest
and of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological
interest;” and

Schedule 9(1)(b) “...do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the
proposals would have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora,
fauna, features, sites, buildings or objects’.

How we set out to meet these environmental responsibilities and our commitments
relating to engagement and consultation about proposals, is explained in our
Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy.

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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The Sea Link Project

Background

The way we power the things we love is changing. In the years ahead, more of our
energy will come from renewable and low carbon sources of electricity as part of the
transition towards a net zero future.

There has already been a significant shift in how energy is generated in the UK. Last
year, coal was responsible for meeting just 1.5% of our energy needs, compared to
43% back in 2012. This is because more of the energy we use is coming from offshore
wind, nuclear power and trading energy through interconnectors with other neighbouring
countries. At the same time, demand for electricity is set to increase as other sectors of
the economy are decarbonised through electrification, such as heating and transport.

Whilst the existing high voltage electricity network has been sufficient until now, it does
not have the capability needed to reliably and securely transport all the energy that will
be connected in the years ahead. To make sure everyone has access to the clean,
affordable energy they need in the decades ahead, we need to deliver the largest
overhaul of the electricity grid in generations.

As much of the new renewable and low carbon electricity generation planned for the UK
is expected to be installed along the east coast, National Grid is investing significantly in
upgrading the existing network. It also needs to build new infrastructure, such as Sea
Link, to ensure that power can be transported from where it is generated to where it is
needed.

All of this work forms part of The Great Grid Upgrade — National Grid’s programme to
deliver over five times the amount of electricity transmission infrastructure in the next
seven years than has been built in the last 30 years.

The proposed Project

National Grid (NGET) is seeking your views on the Sea Link Project (‘proposed Project’)
which involves the reinforcement of the electricity transmission network between Suffolk
and Kent, predominantly via offshore High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link.

To enable us to transmit electricity from Suffolk to Kent, onshore infrastructure will be
required at both ends of the reinforcement.

The proposed Project is therefore split into three distinctive elements, comprising:
e Suffolk Onshore Scheme;

e Offshore Scheme; and

e Kent Onshore Scheme.

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme requires construction of the following key infrastructure to
facilitate the HVDC Link:

e construction of a new converter station within approx. 9 km inland on the Suffolk
Coast



e connection into the proposed Friston Substation, or construction of the proposed
Friston Substation (if required)

¢ installation of an underground High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC)
connection between the proposed Friston Substation and the new proposed
converter station

¢ installation of HYDC underground cables between the landfall on the Suffolk coast
and the new proposed Friston Substation

e construction of a Transition Joint Bay (TJB) to connect the HVDC marine cables
with onshore HVDC cables at the landfall on the Suffolk coast.

225 It is anticipated that Friston Substation will be constructed under the extant development
consent secured by Scottish Power Renewables (SPR) for the East Anglia One (EA1)
North and Two (EA2) Offshore Windfarm Projects. Should the proposed Friston
Substation not be installed under these consents, it would be constructed under the
separate development consent being sought for the proposed Project, which also
includes Friston Substation.

Figure 2.1 Sea Link Project Schematic
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2.3 Consultation and engagement to date

2.3.1 National Grid held a non-statutory consultation on the proposed Project between 24
October and 18 December 2022.

23.2 The consultation had the following aims:

e to introduce the proposed Project to the public, providing an overview of the
proposed Project and why the reinforcement is needed

e 10 set out options that have been considered and the decision-making undertaken so
far

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link 6



2.3.3

e to present early plans, including proposed cable corridors, HVDC converter sites and
landfall locations

e to provide an opportunity for stakeholders and those interested in the project to give
their feedback on our work-to-date

e to outline the next steps and onward programme for the development of the
proposed Project.

Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the Project Team held four face-to-
face public information events, two landowner information events, six online webinars
and nine stakeholder briefings. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings, email updates, newspaper, and social media adverts. Consultation
materials were made available online and for inspection at 20 deposit points in the
vicinity of the proposed Project. Dedicated contact channels were also established for
those who had questions about the proposed Project. This engagement and
advertisement activity in Suffolk and Kent is summarised in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 - Key statistics from non-statutory consultation

234

2.35

2.3.6
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Kent Suffolk Total
Deposit points 12 8 20
Community invites issued 11,061 6,624 17,685
Public information events 3 3 6
Landowner information events 1 1 2
Stakeholder briefings 2 7 9
Website visitors - - 11,360
Webinars - - 6
Enquiries to the freephone telephone number - - 19
Inbound enquiries through the proposed Project inbox - - 262
Newspaper adverts 3 3 6
Social media adverts 1 3 4

National Grid provided a number of ways for members of the public and those
interested in the consultation to give their feedback. These included:

e completing an online feedback form on the Project’s website
(nationalgrid.com/sealink)

e completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
SEA LINK)

e emailing feedback to the Project’s email address (contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

e calling the Project’s information line
(0808 134 9569)

A total of 609 feedback responses to the consultation were received.

Following a back-check and review of the prescribed consultees notified of the non-
statutory consultation, it was identified that some had not been contacted. National Grid
wrote to the consultees on 22 February 2023 providing them with an eight-week period
to provide feedback on the proposed Project.
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24.1

In addition to the consultation periods detailed previously, the proposed Project has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a
regular basis. These stakeholders include local authorities, the Marine Management
Organisation, Natural England, the Environment Agency, and Historic England.

More information on the non-statutory consultations carried out can be found in the
Non-Statutory Consultation Report, which is part of the suite of documents published at
statutory consultation. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will
remain available on the Project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and
subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 3.5.8.

Project Timeline

Figure 2.2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the proposed Project, from
consultation through to the decision from the Secretary of State and construction.

Figure 2.2 Project Timeline

Environmental impact assessment

Scoping opinion submitted to the ’_

2022

<&

2022 2022

Non-statutory consultation

Planning Inspectorate
2023
’ Pre-consultation
2?23 stakeholder briefings
Statutory consultation ._

2023
Review responses and
2024 finalise designs
Submission of development consent
order application 2024 - 2025
Pre-examination,
—. examination and
2025 reporting
Secretary of State decision ’_
2026 - 2030
_’ Construction
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2.4.2 Figure 2.3 provides an overview of the DCO consenting process.

Figure 2.3 DCO process

Recommendation

and Decision Post decision

Pre-examination Examination

Pre-application

Acceptance

We are here

Before submitting an
application, potential
applicants have a
statutory duty to carry
out consultation on
their proposals

The Acceptance
stage begins when
an applicant submits
an application for
development consent
to the Planning
Inspectorate.

There follows a

period of up to 28
days (excluding the
date of receipt of the
application) for the
Planning Inspectorate,
on behalf of the
Secretary of State, to
decide whether or not
the application mests
the standards required
to be accepted for
examination.
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At this stage, the
public will be: able

to register with the
Planning Inspectorate
to become an
Interested Party by
making a Relevant
Representation.

The Planning
Inspectorate has up
to six months to carmy
out the examination.
During this stage
Interested Parties
who have registered
by making a Relevant
Representation are
invited to provide more
details of their views
in writing.

The Flanning
Inspectorate must
prepare a report on
the application to the
relevant Secretary

of State, including

a recommendation,
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manth Examination
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The relevant Secretary
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further thres months
to make the decision
on whether to grant
or refuse development
consent.

Onece a decision has
been ssued by the
relevant Secretary
of State, there is a
six week period in
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This pracess of legal
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as Judicial Review.
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3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

Consulting on the proposed application

When will the consultation take place?

The statutory consultation will run for a period of eight weeks. It will take place between
24 October 2023 and 18 December 2023. All responses to the consultation must be
received before 23:59 on the closing date. Postal responses will be accepted until 2
January 2024.

What will be consulted on?

We will seek views and feedback on all aspects of the proposed Project, including the:

proposed onshore route of the HVDC cable, from landfall to converter station
proposed offshore route of the HVDC cable, from landfall to landfall
preferred landfall and converter station locations in Suffolk and Kent

proposed route of the HVAC link between the Suffolk converter station and Friston
substation

proposed Friston substation

proposed technology type and route of the 400 kV link between the Minster
converter station and the Canterbury to Richborough 400 kV overhead line

construction methodology
likely environmental affects arising from the proposed Project

approach to biodiversity net gain and mitigation of potential environmental impacts.

The proposed Project continues to evolve in response to consultation feedback and
further technical and design assessments. The statutory consultation presents a
snapshot in time. Documents such as the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) will allow consultation bodies to develop an informed view of the likely significant
environmental effects of the development. It will outline any limitations on the current
assessments. If any substantive changes are made to the design of the proposed
Project following this statutory consultation, National Grid will consider whether there is
a requirement for further consultation (see section 4.3).

The full PEIR will be available on the Project’s website, with a link to this shared with the
relevant consultees set out in the EIA Regulations. Access to digital copies of the PEIR
will be available at deposit points. Posted paper copies will be available on request and
subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 3.5.8.

As part of the application for development consent, an Environmental Statement (ES)
will be prepared. This document will present an assessment of likely significant effects
arising from the proposed Project and potential mitigation where appropriate, based on
the details of the proposals submitted with the application for development consent.

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link 10
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3.3.2

3.3.3

3.3.4

3.3.5

3.4

3.4.1

Who will be consulted?

Principally, this consultation is open to anyone who is interested in the proposed
Project. All views are welcomed, and National Grid will have regard to all comments and
feedback when developing the details of the proposed Project for our application for
development consent.

Under section 47 of the Planning Act, National Grid has a duty to consult the local
community. Two consultation zones have been developed to assist engagement with
the local community.

The Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) extends 3 km from the proposed draft Order
Limits for the proposed Project, whilst the Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ) extends
to at least 5 km from the draft Order Limits for the proposed Project (including the PCZ).
The draft Order Limits are the proposed outer limits of the land required either on a
temporary or permanent basis to deliver the proposed Project. Appendix A sets out the
boundaries of these two consultation zones.

We will also consult the following groups and individuals:
e Parish Councils representing parishes within the PCZ

e Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the
PCZ and SCZ

e elected representatives in local authorities where the proposed Project is situated

e ‘seldom heard groups’ within both consultation zones who have been drawn to our
attention, representing people who are unlikely to respond to traditional consultation
techniques, and may need additional support to access materials

e local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups
with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

e marine users such as fisheries, developers and existing infrastructure owners.

In addition to the local community, National Grid will consult prescribed bodies? and
local authorities as required under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the Planning Act and
undertake the relevant notification under the EIA Regulations. National Grid will also
consult Persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) under section 42(1)(d).

Consultation materials

Table 3.1 sets out the consultation materials that will be developed to help people
understand the proposals for the proposed Project and provide their feedback.

2 The relevant statutory consultees, as set out in Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 and as identified by National Grid as relevant to the proposed

Project.
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Table 3.1 - Consultation materials

Material

Description

Target audience

Newsletter

Project update
document

Project update
document — 10-
minute read

A summary newsletter
which outlines how
members of the public
can get involved in the
consultation, including
dates and times of public
information exhibitions,
webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions,
locations of where more
detailed information about
the proposals can be
found, how to submit
feedback and the contact
details for the Project
Team.

A single document which
gives a comprehensive
overview of the proposed
Project, its various
components and where to
find more detailed
information and contact
the Project Team.

The document will be
written in non-technical
language that is readily
accessible to the general
public.

A condensed version of
the Project update
document, intended to
concisely summarise and
explain the background to
the proposed Project and
current proposals.

The document is intended
to have a ‘read time’ of 10
minutes or less.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detail).

The newsletter will be posted to all
residential and business addresses
within the PCZ as part of the
‘Consultation Pack.” Members of
the public will also be able to
collect a copy of the document at
the deposit points (see 3.11 for
detail).

The document will also be
available to download via the
Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

Copies of the material will be made
available in alternative formats
(such as braille, large print,
translations) upon request.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detalil).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see 3.11 for detail). The document
will also be available to download
via the Project’s website and
printed copies will be posted on
request. A fee will not be charged
for printed copies of this document.

Copies of the material will be made
available in alternative formats
(such as braille, large print,
translations) upon request.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detalil).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see 3.11 for detail). The document
will also be available to download
via the Project’s website and
printed copies will be posted on
request. A fee will not be charged
for printed copies of this document.

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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Material

Description

Target audience

Options selection and
design evolution
report

Non-statutory
consultation report

Feedback form

Consultation banners

A document outlining the
development of the
proposed Project and the
rationale behind each
component.

A document outlining the
non-statutory consultation
undertaken between
October and December
2022. The report will
provide a summary of the
feedback received and
identify how National Grid
has had regard to that
feedback.

Feedback form with
gualitative and
guantitative questions to
gain thoughts and
feedback on the proposed
Project.

The feedback form will be
split into a section specific
to Kent and Suffolk.

Summary consultation
banners will be produced
to provide an overview of
key components of the
proposed Project.

Banners will be designed
to assist the

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see 3.11 for detail). The report will
also be available to download via
the Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at the deposit
points (see 3.11 for detail). The
report will also be available to
download from the Project’s
website and printed copies will be
posted on request. A fee will not be
charged for printed copies of this
document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detail).

Feedback forms will be posted to
all residential and business
addresses within the PCZ as part
of the ‘Consultation Pack’ (as
detailed in 3.5.1). Members of the
public will also be able to collect a
copy of the document at the
deposit points (see 3.11) for
detail).

The feedback form will be available
to complete/download on the
Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detalil),
although the consultation banners
are primarily intended for use at
the public information exhibitions.

Members of the public will also be
able to view the banners on the

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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Material

Description

Target audience

Consultation banners
— audio version

Plans and drawings

Preliminary
Environmental
Information Report
(PEIR)

understanding of the
proposed Project and will
allow for further
discussion with members
of the Project Team
during public information
events and other
meetings.

To assist those with visual
impairments, an audio
version of the consultation
banners will be made
available.

Plans and drawings of the
proposed Project to assist
with understanding the
proposals.

The PEIR details
environmental information
and the results of
preliminary assessments
of any likely significant
environmental impacts of
the proposed Project,
along with proposed
mitigations.

Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see 3.3 for detail) and
those with visual impairments.

Members of the public will be able
to access the audio version of the
consultation banners on the
Project’s website.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Plans and drawings will be used
throughout the consultation
materials listed in this table. Some
may also be collated to form
individual documents.

Members of the public will be able
to view the plans and drawings on
the Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of these documents.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to view a copy of the non-technical
summary at the deposit points (see
section 3.11 for detail). The full
PEIR will be able to be
downloaded from the Project’s
website, with digital copies
available for inspection at deposit
points and printed copies posted
on request. A fee will be charged
for printed copies of the PEIR.

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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3.4.2

Material

Description

Target audience

Project’s website

A dedicated consultation

All those interested in the

website (see Table 3.2 for consultation (see 3.3 for detail).

detail).

All consultation materials will be available on the Project’s website. Information will be
easy to access and will be presented in a variety of ways to suit user requirements.
Further detail is provided in Table 3.2.

Table 3.2 - Website features

Function

Rationale

Interactive Project map with
layers that can be added and
removed

Interactive Project map directing

members of the public and
stakeholders to general
arrangement plan maps
Virtual consultation ‘town hall’
Videos, infographics and

animations

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

Online feedback form

Webinar sign-up form

‘Ask the Experts’ sign-up form

Contact details

Accessibility

To enable members of the public to see how
different components of the proposed Project fit
together and how they interact with the existing
area.

To enable members of the public and other
stakeholders to access detailed maps of the
proposed Project.

To present the consultation banners made available
for the public information exhibitions.

To aide with comprehension and understanding of
the proposed Project.

To provide answers to frequently asked questions
without the need to contact the Project Team or
attend an in-person event.

To enable members of the public to submit their
feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of
consultation activity.

To enable members of the public to sign-up to
webinars.

To enable members of the public to book a video,
telephone or in-person ‘Ask the Experts’
appointment.

To provide details of how to contact the Project
Team for any further questions.

The Project’s website will be compatible with
assistive technology such as screen readers, to

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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3.5

351

3.5.2

3.5.3

354

3.5.5

3.5.6

3.5.7

3.5.8

Function Rationale

ensure accessibility for all those engaging with the
consultation.

Promoting the consultation

We will contact all addresses within the PCZ with a Consultation Pack (to include a
newsletter, feedback form and freepost envelope). A map showing the PCZ can be
found in Appendix A.

The consultation will be advertised in local newspapers to provide details of where more
information can be found, how to respond, and the dates of the public exhibitions. The
newspapers will include:

e Eastern Daily Press

e East Anglian Daily Times
e Ipswich Star

e Kentish Gazette

e Kent and Sussex Courier

The circulation areas of these newspapers extend across both the PCZ and SCZ, and
beyond.

The consultation will also be promoted via statutory notices published in local and
national newspapers, as well as in the London Gazette, Fishing News and Lloyd’s List,
giving details about the consultation in accordance with section 47 and 48 of the
Planning Act. Site notices displaying this information will also be placed at key locations
along the route of the proposed Project.

We will work with parishes and local authorities across the PCZ to advertise the
consultation in parish magazines, on council websites and on council social media
channels. Posters will also be sent to parish councils to display and raise awareness of
the consultation.

Adverts will be placed on Facebook and Instagram to help raise general awareness of
the consultation and target a broad range of demographics, including those that might

not otherwise engage with the consultation. These social channels have been selected
due to their success during the non-statutory consultation.

In accordance with the Government’s approach to digital communication, all
consultation materials will be available on our website: nationalgrid.com/sealink. Those
who have enquiries in relation to the documents, plans and maps will be able to call

Requests for paper copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case by-
case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply, to be paid
for by the recipient and up-to a maximum value of £300 for the whole suite of
consultation documents. These can be requested by contacting the Project Team by
email at contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com, or by calling | I

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link 16



3.5.9

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

We will also consider requests for alternative formats of documents, such as
translations and large print, on a case-by-case basis to take into account individual
circumstances. Requests can be made using the contact details provided in 3.5.8.

Public information exhibitions

Eight public information exhibitions will be held for communities to find out information
about the proposed Project and the consultation and talk to representatives from the
Project Team. The exhibitions will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that
are within or near to the PCZ.

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at
each exhibition. There will also be a series of banners to present the proposals for the
proposed Project, including maps.

Those attending the exhibitions will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the
proposals.

Table 3.3 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the exhibitions.

Table 3.3 - Details of public information exhibitions

3.6.5

3.6.6

3.7

3.7.1

Date Time Location
Week 3 of consultation Morning/afternoon Aldeburgh
Week 3 of consultation Afternoon/evening Aldeburgh
Week 4 of consultation Morning/afternoon Minster
Week 4 of consultation Afternoon/evening Cliffsend
Week 5 of consultation Morning/afternoon Saxmundham
Week 5 of consultation Afternoon/evening Saxmundham
Week 6 of consultation Morning/afternoon Minster
Week 6 of consultation Afternoon/evening Newington

At least one of the public information events, in both Kent and Suffolk, will be held on a
weekend, to ensure as broad a range of people as possible are able to attend the
events.

If, for any reason, it is unfortunately necessary to cancel a scheduled event, for example
as a result of adverse weather, this information will be published on the proposed
Project’s website and a notice will be placed at the venue if practicable. In these
circumstances National Grid will also consider organising additional events if deemed to
be reasonably necessary.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held during the first week of the consultation.
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3.7.2

One webinar will focus on a summary of the proposals in Suffolk, whilst the other will
summarise the proposals in Kent. Both sessions will include details of the marine
proposals relevant to the proposed Project. Table 3.4 provides a summary of the
webinars that will take place.

Table 3.4 - Details of webinars

3.7.3

3.7.4

3.7.5

3.7.6

3.8

3.8.1

3.8.2

3.8.3

Date Time Topic

Week 1 of consultation Evening Onshore proposals in Suffolk and
marine proposals

Week 1 of consultation Evening Onshore proposals in Kent and
marine proposals

Each webinar will include a ‘Question & Answer’ session, enabling members of the
public to submit questions to the team for a response.

Each webinar will include live captions and include a British Sign Language interpreter.

Members of the public can register for a webinar through the Project’s website or by
email.

The recording of each webinar will be posted on the Project’s website shortly after the
webinar has taken place, to allow members of the public and those with an interest in
the consultation to view in their own time.

‘Ask the Experts’ sessions

‘Ask the Experts’ sessions will provide an opportunity for those with more detailed
guestions about the proposed Project and/or those unable to attend a public exhibition
or webinar to speak directly with members of the Project Team. These sessions will be
delivered on an appointment-only basis and will be made available in person, via
telephone call or video call.

Telephone and video call appointment slots will be offered throughout the consultation
period, whilst in-person appointments will be offered during weeks that a public
information exhibition is taking place. We will seek to hold in-person appointments at
venues closer to our proposals that would not have been suitable for a full public
information exhibition.

Table 3.5 sets out the proposed format and schedule for the ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions.

Table 3.5 - Details of 'Ask the Experts' sessions

Date Time Location

Week 1 of consultation Morning/afternoon Online/telephone
Week 2 of consultation Afternoon/evening Online/telephone
Week 3 of consultation Morning/afternoon Online/telephone
Week 5 of consultation Morning/afternoon Friston
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3.9

3.9.1

3.9.2

3.10

3.10.1

3.10.2

Week 6 of consultation Morning/afternoon Newington

Week 7 of consultation Afternoon/evening Online/telephone

Stakeholder briefings and meetings

We will offer briefing meetings with the following stakeholders in the run-up to, or during
the consultation:

e MPs, where all or part of their constituencies lie within either consultation zone

e elected representatives of district and county councils within the PCZ

e parish councils, where all or part of the parish falls within the PCZ

e |ocal authority planning officers

e persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) under sections 42(1)(d) of the Planning Act
We will meet with other organisations and individuals upon request. These may include:

e prescribed bodies and local authorities under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the
Planning Act

e third party groups such as local enterprise partnerships and business groups

e community groups and residents’ associations with a close geographical relationship
to the proposed Project

e parish councils which fall outside of the PCZ

e interest groups with a close relationship to the proposed Project.

Seldom heard groups

Seldom heard groups are defined as being inaccessible to most traditional and
conventional methods of consultation for any reason.

We want to ensure that all our engagement and consultation activity is inclusive, and we
want to reach those who otherwise may not engage with us. Table 3.6 sets out how the
proposed Project will seek to engage seldom heard groups in the consultation.

Table 3.6 - Seldom heard engagement tools

Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Older people e directly mailing a Consultation Pack and project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

e options to submit feedback through
conventional communications channels
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

People with visual
impairments

People with limited
mobility/disability

including by post and telephone if deemed
necessary

face-to-face events at a variety of locations and
times across the route

in-person and virtual ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions,
with a booking system which will take into
consideration individual needs

availability of an induction loop during public
exhibitions

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request)

engaging with community groups serving the
demographic

providing paper copies of materials at deposit
point locations along with contact details for the
Project Team, who will be able to provide
further assistance and send Consultation Packs
to those who are unable to access the material
online

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

audio guide of consultation banners

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request)

options to enlarge text on the Project’s website

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

options to submit feedback through
conventional communications channels
including by post and telephone if deemed
necessary

directly mailing a Consultation Pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Youth (13-15) age
groups

15-19 and 20-39 age
groups

Carers and families with
young children

of other documents and provide feedback by
post

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request)

face-to-face public information events at a
variety of locations and times with disabled
access, across the route of the proposed
Project

in-person ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions, with a
booking system to take into consideration any
individual requirements

availability of an induction loop during public
exhibitions

provision of a British Sign Language interpreter
and live captions at webinars

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

online engagement

social media advertisements

reaching out to local centres of education to
offer engagement opportunities.

online engagement

social media advertisements

face-to-face public information events at a
variety of locations and times across the route
of the proposed Project

reaching out to local centres of education to
offer engagement opportunities.

options to engage through conventional and
digital channels, to provide flexibility

face-to-face public information events and ‘Ask
the Experts’ sessions at a variety of locations

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Economically inactive
individuals

Geographically isolated
individuals or
communities

Locally underrepresented
minority ethnic groups
(such as black, Asian
and minority ethnicity)

English as a Second
Language (ESL)

and times across the route of the proposed
Project

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

social media advertisements

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

online engagement
social media advertisements

options to engage through conventional and
digital channels, to provide flexibility.

directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ; and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

face-to-face public information events and ‘Ask
the Experts’ sessions at a variety of locations
and times across the route of the proposed
Project

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

reaching out to community groups representing
underrepresented minority ethnic groups to
offer engagement opportunities.

providing consultation materials in alternative
languages upon request

translation/interpreter facilities provide during
‘Ask the Experts’ sessions upon request.

National Grid | June 2023 | Sea Link
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Travellers e reaching out to community groups representing
travellers to offer engagement opportunities

e directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post.

Digitally isolated e reaching out to community groups representing
digitally isolated groups to offer engagement
opportunities

e directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

e in-person ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions, with a
booking system which will take into
consideration individual needs

e advertisement of the consultation in traditional
media such as local newspapers circulating in
the PCZ and SCZ

e providing paper copies of materials at deposit
point locations along with contact details for the
Project Team, who will be able to provide
further assistance and send Consultation Packs
to those who are unable to access the material
online.

3.11 Deposit points

3111 Whilst this is no longer a statutory requirement, paper copies of the project update
document, options selection and design evolution report, non-statutory consultation
report, SOCC, non-technical summary of the PEIR, newsletter, feedback form and
freepost envelope will be made available at a number of deposit points local to the
proposals. Information on how to access a digital copy of the full PEIR will also be
provided at deposit point locations.

3112  The locations set out in Table 3.7 have been selected following a review of the success
of the deposit points utilised at non-statutory consultation.
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Table 3.7 - Details of deposit point locations

Location Address Opening times
Saxmundham Block B, Street Farm Rd, Mon: Closed
Library Saxmundham IP17 1AL Tyes: 09:30 — 17:30

Leiston Library

Aldeburgh Library

Snape Village Hall

Friston Village Hall

Ash Library

Main St, Leiston IP16
4ER

Victoria Rd, Aldeburgh

IP15 5EG

5 Garrett Cl, Snape,

Saxmundham IP17 1RN

Church Rd, Friston,

Saxmundham IP17 1PU

11 Queen's Rd, Ash,
Canterbury CT3 2BG
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Weds: 09:30 — 17:30
Thur: Closed

Fri: 09:30 -17:30
Sat: 10:00 — 13:00
Sun: 10:00 — 15:00

Mon: Closed

Tues: 09:30 — 19:30
Weds: Closed

Thur: 09:30 — 17:30
Fri: 09:30 — 13:00 and
14:00 - 17:00

Sat: 09:30 — 13:00 and
14:00 - 17:00

Sun: 10:00 - 15:00

Mon: 09:00 — 13:00
Tues: 09:00 — 13:00
Wed: 09:00 — 18:00
Thur: 09:00 — 13:00
Fri: 09:00 — 13:00
Sat: 10:00 — 15:00
Sun: 10:00 - 13:00

Mon: 07:00 — 19:00
Tues: 07:00 — 19:00
Weds: 07:00 — 19:00
Thur: 07:00 — 19:00
Fri: 07:00 — 19:00
Sat: 07:00 — 19:00
Sun: Closed

Village hall open depending on events.

Contact the village hall in advance via

email at [
or at NG

Mon: 11:30 — 13:00 and 14:00 — 15:00
Tuesday: 09:30 — 13:00

Weds: 09:30 — 14:00

Thur: Closed
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Location Address Opening times
Fri: 11:30 — 17:00
Sat: 09:00 — 14:00

Minster Library 4a Monkton Rd, Minster, Mon: 13:00 — 17:00
Ramsgate CT12 4EA Tues: 09:30 — 13:30
Weds: Closed
Thur: 12:00 — 17:00
Fri: 10:00 — 16:00
Sat: 09:30 — 13:30
Sun: Closed

Sandwich Library 13 Market St, Sandwich  Mon: Closed
CT13 9DA Tues: 09:30 — 17:00
Weds: Closed
Thur: 09:30 — 17:00
Fri: 09:30 — 17:00
Sat: 09:30 — 15:00
Sun: Closed

Ramsgate Library Guildford Lawn, Mon: Closed
Ramsgate CT11 9AY Tues: 09:30 — 17:30
Weds: 09:30 — 17:30
Thur: 09:30 — 16:30
Fri: 09:30 — 17:30
Sat: 09:30 — 15:30
Sun: Closed

Newington Library Royal Harbour Academy, Mon: 09:00 — 13:00 and 14:00 — 17:30
Stirling Way, Ramsgate  Tyes: 09:00 — 13:00
CT126FA Weds: Closed
Thur: 09:00 — 13:00 and 14:00 — 17:30
Fri: Closed
Sat: 09:00 — 13:00
Sun: Closed

3113 Materials will be available to view during the opening hours listed above, except in
circumstances outside of National Grid’s control, such as severe weather, which prevent
the locations specified from opening.

3.12 Contact details

3121 Table 3.8 sets out the contact channels that will be available throughout the consultation
for members of the public and other stakeholders to ask questions, request further
information or request printed copies of consultation materials and documents.
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Table 3.8 - Contact channels

Method Contact details Hours of operation
Online nationalgrid.com/sealink 24[7
Email contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com 9am-5pm weekdays
Freephone ] 9am-5pm weekdays
Post FREEPOST Sea Link 2417

3122  The Project Team will respond to enquiries as quickly as possible. Where a substantive
response requires information that is not readily to hand, the Project team will
endeavour to respond within ten working days. Where this is not possible, an
explanation and holding response will be provided within ten working days.
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4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.15

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.25

4.2.6
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Responses to the consultation

Methods of responding

During the consultation period, feedback can be submitted in the following ways:
e online via the Project’s website (nationalgrid.com/sealink)

e by post at FREEPOST Sea Link

e by email (contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

Consultation responses received via any other method than those listed above, such as
through social media, will not be formally recorded as part of the consultation.

Responses provided orally, such as via telephone, will be accepted in exceptional
circumstances on a case-by-case basis, where someone may not otherwise be able to
respond to the consultation.

Feedback submissions sent by post will be accepted up until 2 January 2024.

Although they will not be formally included as consultation feedback, National Grid will
endeavour to have regard to feedback received after the end of the consultation.

Presenting the results

As set out in Figure 2.2, following the close of the consultation all feedback will be
collated, reviewed and analysed to understand key themes and concerns. Our
proposals will be reviewed and, where practicable, refined in light of feedback.

The proposed application will be finalised, taking into consideration the feedback
received from the consultation in accordance with section 49 of the Planning Act.

A Consultation Report will be produced as part of the application for development
consent, as required by section 37 (3)(c) of the Planning Act. The report will include a
summary of the consultation process undertaken in accordance with this SoCC and will
set out how the feedback from the consultation has shaped and influenced the
proposals as submitted within the application for development consent.

Responses to the consultation and extracts of responses may be published as part of
the report unless specifically stated in the response. Any responses that are published
will have all personal details redacted.

Upon receipt of an application for development consent, the Planning Inspectorate will
decide whether the application meets the required standards to proceed to examination
and will determine whether the statutory consultation process has been adequate. As
part of this process, local authorities will be invited to provide an adequacy of the
consultation response to the Planning Inspectorate.

The consultation report will be available online, alongside other application documents,
once an application for development consent has been submitted. Paper copies will be
available from the Project team on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in
paragraph 3.5.8.
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4.3

4.3.1

4.4

4.4.1

4.4.2

Further consultation

If, following the statutory consultation, National Grid considers it is necessary to
undertake further targeted statutory consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as
relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this
SoCC.

Other developers’ consultations

We are aware that a number of other organisations are developing proposals in the
area, including:

National Grid Electricity Transmission’s Bramford to Twinstead and Norwich to
Tilbury (formerly known as East Anglia GREEN) network reinforcements

National Grid Ventures’ LionLink (formerly known as EuroLink) and Nautilus
interconnectors

North Falls offshore wind farm
Five Estuaries offshore wind farm.

We will work to understand other local projects to ensure that the scope and context of
this Project is clear in relation to the other consultations. This could include:

having headline information about the other consultations at our events

seeking to avoid holding events or running advertisements and press releases on
the same dates and times as other consultations, where appropriate

ensuring that any responses submitted to our statutory consultation that are
intended for another consultation is passed on to the relevant community relations
or consultation team.
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Appendix A PCZ and SCZ map

Figure A.1 Suffolk PCZ and SCZ map
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2. Section 2 Email to LPAs Consulting on
Draft SoCC

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 2



LV Detailed report
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SoCC consultation - local authorities (SM-00329) smar emai

GENERAL INFORMATION

Title

SoCC consultation - local authorities

Sender Sending option

SEA Link Email Address One email to each recipient
Expected date of delivery Type of smart communication
22-06-23 11:00 Smart email

Date sent

22-06-23 10:04
Email overrides

Change direct reply to email?

d
Sender's email
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com
Change the sender's display name
Sender's name Sender's display name
SEA Link Email Address National Grid

Classification

The information in these fields will not be sent to recipients, but the generated communications will contain this information for a better
categorization and reference.

Title of the communication
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

Engagement plans

Subject categories

Projects
Sea Link

TEMPLATE

Template file
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation.eml

Tags identified in the template
{FIRST_NAME}

To upload a new template, you can either select an existing template from another smart communication or send an email to <a
href="mailto:{0}">{0}</a>. If you choose to send an email, you can use the following replacement tags to personalize the email that will be
sent to stakeholders:

<table style="font-size:12px"><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">{FIRST_NAME}
</td><td style="text-align:;justify; padding: 3px;">Individual's first name</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td
style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">{LAST_NAME}</td><td style="text-align;justify; padding: 3px;">Individual's last name</td></tr><tr
style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">{FULL_NAME}</td><td style="text-align;justify;
padding: 3px;">Individual's or Organisation's full name</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-

.
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align:center;padding: 5px;">{POSITION}</td><td style="text-align;justify; padding: 3px;">Name of the individual's position in the organisation
(if the recipient is a position)</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:Tpx solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">
{ORGANISATION}</td><td style="text-align;justify; padding: 3px;">0rganisation in which the individual has the position (if the recipient is a
position) or the Organisation (if the recipient is an Organisation)</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-
align:center;padding: 5px;">{SALUTATION_TITLE}</td><td style="text-align:justify; padding: 3px;">Title which is defined in the position of the
individual or the title of the individual if it is not a position</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-
align:center;padding: 5px;">{ADDRESS_TITLE}</td><td style="text-align:;justify; padding: 3px;">Address title which is defined in the position
of the individual</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">{ADDRESS}</td><td
style="text-align:justify; padding: 3px;">Mailing address of the individual. If a position is selected, the address of the organisation will be
used</td></tr><tr style="border-bottom:1px solid lightgrey"><td style="vertical-align:center;padding: 5px;">{FORMATTED_ADDRESS}</td>
<td style="text-align;justify; padding: 3px;">Mailing address of the individual. If a position is selected, the address of the organisation will be
used</td></tr></table>

RECIPIENTS

Recipients (14)

Alcssand —
Alessandra Sartori - Kent County Council

(Graduate Strategic Planning and
Infrastructure Officer)

Recipient Main email

Bob Porter - Thanet District Council (Directo _

for Housing and Planning)

Recipient Main email
David Cockburn - Kent County Council
(Corporate Director (Head of Paid Service))

Recipient Main email
Francesca Potter - Kent County Council

(Strategic Planning and Infrastructure

Officer)

Graham E—
Graham Gunby - Suffolk County Council

(Development Manager, Minerals and Waste)

Recipient i i
Helen Johnson - Thanet District Council

(Planning officer)

Noom 0 I
Naomi Goold - East Suffolk Council (Senior

Energy Projects Manager)
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Recipient
Nicola Beach - Suffolk County Council (Chief
Executive)

Recipient
Philip Ridley - East Suffolk Council (Head of
Planning and Coastal Management
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Phil Watson - Suffolk County Council
(Strategic Energy Projects Lead)
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Rachel Morgan - Dover District Council
(Senior Planning Officer)
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Roland Arbon - Suffolk County Council
(NSIPs Project Co-ordinator)
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Sarah Platts - Dover District Council (Head of
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C-48922 Graham Gunby - Suffolk County Council 0
(Development Manager, Minerals and
Waste)
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Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Graham,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48923 Phil Watson - Suffolk County Council 0
(Strategic Energy Projects Lead)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

1
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Description

Dear Phil,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48924 Roland Arbon - Suffolk County Council 10
(NSIPs Project Co-ordinator)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Roland,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48925 Simon Amstutz - Dedham Vale AONB 0

and Stour Valley Project (AONB

Manager)
Title

Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Simon,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48926 David Cockburn - Kent County Council 1
(Corporate Director (Head of Paid
Service))
Title

Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

1
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Description

Dear David,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48927 Francesca Potter - Kent County Council 1
(Strategic Planning and Infrastructure
Officer)
Title

Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Francesca,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48928 Alessandra Sartori - Kent County Council 12
(Graduate Strategic Planning and
Infrastructure Officer)
Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Alessandra,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Ref. no. Stakeholders Email read
C-48929 Sarah Platts - Dover District Council 0
(Head of Planning and Development)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Dear Sarah,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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C-48930 Rachel Morgan - Dover District Council 1
(Senior Planning Officer)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Dear Rachel,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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C-48931 Helen Johnson - Thanet District Council 0
(Planning officer)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Dear Helen,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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C-48932 Bob Porter - Thanet District Council 0
(Directo for Housing and Planning)

Title
Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
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Description

Dear Bob,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Description

Dear Philip,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Description

Dear Naomi,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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Description

Dear Nicola,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current
link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As
such, we are currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners,
businesses, and local communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-
statutory’. Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’
consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that
National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application,
people living in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each
local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act
2008 in which the proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal
consultation on our draft SoCC, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The
content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You
should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page Or our US Contacts Page (accessed by
clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this
transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to
this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use
the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
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From: Contact Sealink <contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com>

Sent: 20 July 2023 11:18

To: Alex Smith

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community

Consultation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

From: Naomi Goold <

Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2023 11:14 AM
To: Contact Sealink <contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com>

Cc: Roland Arbon < G 2ham cunby <[

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this email is malicious, please use the 'Report Phish'
button.

Dear Sea Link Community Engagement Team,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the
Sea Link project, | have provided my comments below.

General comment — Clarification is required regarding the scope of the SoCC, in sections of the document it
appears as though the document is primarily focussed on the Suffolk proposals, whilst in other areas of the
document the activities to be undertaken in Kent are included. It should be clear at the start of the document
what proposals this SoCC relates to, in addition to this, if there is a separate SoCC for Kent, this should be
clearly stated. It would be helpful if the front of the document was labelled accordingly to reflect this.

Section 1.1 — Purpose of the document

Paragraph 1.1.4 — Please can you amend ‘East Suffolk District Council’ to ‘East Suffolk Council’.

Section 1.2 — Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Paragraph 1.2.5 — It would be helpful to clarify within this paragraph that the section of ‘new 400kV overhead
electric line of more than 2km in length’ is proposed within the Kent onshore section of the works to avoid
any confusion being raised, that a section of overhead line is being proposed in East Suffolk.

Section 2.2 — The proposed project




Paragraph 2.2.4 —Is the following statement correct — ‘installation of HVDC underground cables between the
landfall on the Suffolk coast and the new proposed Friston Substation’. Should this not refer to the HVDC
cables going to the proposed converter station? The proposals also do not include reference to the potential
to provide ducting and colocation opportunities at the converter site for future projects, reference to this
should be included.

Paragraph 2.2.5 — Reference is made to the extant consent secured by SPR for East Anglia One North and East
Anglia Two but the acronym utilised for East Anglia One North is ‘(EA1)’, this should be amended to ‘(EAIN)’
to avoid confusion with the existing East Anglia One project connected at Bramford.

Section 2.2 — includes a breakdown of the elements which form part of the Suffolk Onshore Scheme but no
details of the Offshore Scheme and Kent Onshore Scheme referenced in paragraph 2.2.3 are provided. It
would be useful to include a brief summary of these elements in this section in addition to the Suffolk
Onshore Scheme. Whilst it is recognised that these elements are out of scope of this SoCC, this provides
useful background information. This would also be helpful as there is mention earlier in the document of
some of the infrastructure required as part of the Kent proposals i.e. the new section of overhead line.

Section 2.3 — Consultation and engagement to date

Paragraph 2.3.5 — It is noted that 609 feedback responses were received during the non-statutory
consultation, do you have information on how these responses broke down between the regions which could
be included?

Paragraph 2.3.6 — Details of how this issue will be addressed within the statutory consultation to ensure it
does not occur again should be included?

Section 2.4 — Project Timeline

Figure 2.2 — It is welcomed that a project timeline has been included in the SoCC, it would be beneficial if the
timeline was more detailed, for example if it provided an indication of the quarter of the year that the events
are likely to occur. Given the number of NSIPs facing the region, greater clarity on programme is needed for all
stakeholders.

Section 3 — Consulting on the proposed application - Section 3.1 — When will the consultation take place?

Paragraph 3.1.1 — It is noted that postal responses will be accepted until 2 January and this is welcomed, but
the deadline for electronic responses is 18 December. It is requested that the deadline for both the postal and
electronic submission is 2 January, it can be made clear within the text that this additional time has been
provided to ensure that postal submissions are received. It is however felt that separate deadlines, with a
longer deadline provided for postal submissions, penalises those providing submissions electronically and
makes submitting a response through the post more favourable, which would allow respondents to maximise
time within the consultation. ESC would also welcome this additional time as there is concern that meeting a
8 week deadline will be challenging and previous NSIP projects have allowed a longer period than 8 weeks at
the statutory consultation stage to take account of the significant volume of information to review.

Section 3.2 — What will be consulted on?




Paragraph 3.2.1 —The list provided does not include any reference to future projects, coordination, the
potential to provide ducting or co-locate facilities which it is assumed that the project would want to receive
comments in relation to during the consultation. Reference to this should be included.

In this section is important to provide clarity regarding the scope of the consultation which should include
making a note of what will not be consulted upon, for example any coordinated options coming being taken

forward following the grant of OCSS funding, if this is the case. This will help set clear expectations.

Section 3.3 — Who will be consulted?

Paragraph 3.3.4 — It is noted that SoCC states that only the parish councils within the PCZ will be consulted. It
is requested that parishes within the SCZ should also be consulted.

In reference to the elected representatives, it should be clarified that this relates to the PCZ and SCZ.

Local residents have not been specifically identified within the bullet points in paragraph 3.3.4 and for clarity
an additional bullet should be included to make this commitment. Whilst paragraph 3.3.5 references the local
community, it is not clear if this is referring to the bullet points above or whether this is referring to residents
within the PCZ and SCZ. Based on later paragraphs within the SoCC it is understood that local residents within
the PCZ will be provided a consultation pack and therefore be directly consulted, this should be reflected in
this section.

Section 3.4 — Consultation materials

Table 3.1 — It is stated that all the materials will be targeted at ‘all those interested in the consultation’ and
reference made to Section 3.3. Whilst | can make a guess as to the exact meaning of this statement it is not
clear and open to interpretation. For example will all those identified within Section 3.3 receive the materials
identified automatically? Or do these have to be requested? The use of the term ‘interested’ also adds to the
ambiguity of the statement.

It is welcomed that the newsletter will be posted to all properties within the PCZ. This should also be sent to
all the stakeholders identified within Section 3.3.

It is noted that printed copies of the majority of documents will be available upon request at no extra charge
which is welcomed. It is requested that the parish and town councils be contacted to ask whether they would
like printed versions in advance of the consultation starting so that if this is required they do not need to
worry about losing any time during the consultation making this request and waiting for it to be actioned.

The project update documents should also include a clear explanation of the need case as this has previously
caused confusion.

Table 3.2 states that an interactive project map will be available which sounds like a very useful tool. It is
requested that a layer be added to this map to provide details of the other consented and proposed projects
affecting the same locality i.e. EAIN, EA2, SZC, Nautilus, LionLink. For the consented projects this could
comprise the consented Order Limits and the proposed projects the current onshore options.

Section 3.5 — Promoting the consultation




Paragraph 3.5.4 — It is noted that site notices will be displayed at key locations along the route, this should
include affected parish notice boards in addition to public rights of way adjacent to the Order Limits.

Section 3.6 — Public information exhibitions

Table 3.3 — It is considered that an information exhibition should be held in or as close to the areas where the
permanent infrastructure is proposed. It is therefore considered that an exhibition should be held at Friston
given the potential for a new substation to be required should the Friston substation not be constructed
under the EA1IN and EA2 DCOs. If Friston village hall is not considered appropriate, could an event not be held
in Knodishall village hall?

The inclusion of events in the morning, afternoon, evening and weekends is welcomed. It is important that
the representatives from NGET attending these events are not only fully briefed on the Sea Link project but
are also fully informed about challenges being faced in East Suffolk by the other consented and proposed
NSIPs.

Section 3.7 - Webinars

Paragraph 3.7.1 — Only two webinars are proposed to be held, one on the Suffolk proposals and one on the
Kent proposals. During the previous non-statutory consultation 6 were held across the two counties. Whilst |
appreciate that addition forms of sessions are being held i.e. ‘Ask the Experts’, webinars allow those who
cannot attend the in person events to gain valuable information about the project in an easily digestible
manner. It is requested that additional webinars are held within the first half of the consultation period.

Paragraph 3.7.6 — It is requested that the questions raised and answers during the webinars provided are
included within a written document which is published on the website following the events.

Section 3.8 — ‘Ask the Expert’ sessions

Section 3.8 — the ‘Ask the Expert’ sessions are welcomed.

Section 3.9 — Stakeholder briefings and meetings

Paragraph 3.9.1 —it is considered that the elected representatives from the districts and country councils in
both the PCZ and SCZ should be included in the offer of briefing meetings. It is also considered that parish and
town councils within the SCZ should be offered a briefing meeting. The AONB Partnership is not identified
within the organisations listed in 3.9.1, it is considered that they should be added to the list.

There is no mention in Section 3.9 of tourist boards such as the Destination Management Organisation who it
would be useful to include.

Section 3.10 — Seldom heard groups

Section 3.10 refers to ‘seldom heard groups’, in addition to those identified a potentially hard to reach group
are likely to also be second home owners, consideration should be given to this group within the SoCC given
the nature of the area affected by the development.

Section 4 — Responses to the consultation — Section 4.1 — Methods of responding

4



Paragraph 4.1.4 — As referred to above, it is requested that all forms of submission are accepted until 2
January with reference made to the fact that this deadline has been extended to accommodate postal
submissions. This then does not allow one form of submission to appear to be receiving preferential
treatment over another.

Section 4.4 — Other developers’ consultations

Paragraph 4.4.2 — It is requested that a representative from NGV in relation to both the Nautilus and LionLink
projects is available at the in person consultation events and briefing sessions provided.

Appendix A

Appendix A — The background map utilised makes it difficult to interpret, a different background map may
make this clearer. It is important that the PCZ and SCZ is easy to identify with reference to landmarks.

The map does not illustrate the onshore Order Limits, it is important that a drawing to illustrate the onshore
area is provided within the SoCC. This drawing should be clear and easy to understand. This is also particularly
important as the PCZ and SCZ have been identified based on a set distance from the onshore Order Limits.

If you have any questions regarding any of the matters raised above please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards

Naomi

Naomi Goold | Energy Projects Manager
East Suffolk Council

- www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk

EASTSUFFOLK www.eastsuffolkmeansbusiness.co.uk

COUNCIL

Our ambition is to deliver the best possible quality of life for

everyone who lives in, works in and visits East Suffolk.
O @ o o We are East Suffolk

From: National Grid <contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2023 11:05 AM

To S I

Subject: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

Dear Naomi,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current link between
Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.



A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As such, we are
currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO application will be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is made by the Secretary of State for
Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners, businesses, and local
communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-statutory’. Before submitting a DCO
application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this
consultation in autumn 2023.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 requires that National Grid:

“Prepares a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living
in the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within
section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a relevant local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008 in which the
proposed develop is situated, we are inviting you to participate in formal consultation on our draft SoCC, which is
enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The
deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The content may also
contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the
sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You should not disclose, copy or take any action in
reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page or our US Contacts Page (accessed by clicking on
the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this transmission.
National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to this address may be subject to
monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use the attached
link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations

Click here to report this email as spam.



Confidentiality: This email and its attachments are intended for the above named only and may be
confidential. If they have come to you in error you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or
show them to anyone; please reply to this email and highlight the error.

Security Warning: Please note that this email has been created in the knowledge that Internet email is not a
100% secure communications medium. We advise that you understand and accept this lack of security when

emailing us.

Viruses: Although we have taken steps to ensure that this email and attachments are free from any virus, we
advise that in keeping with good computing practice the recipient should ensure they are actually virus free.

This message has been scanned for malware by Websense. www.websense.com




From: Contact Sealink <contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com>

Sent: 10 July 2023 16:59

To: Alex Smith

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community

Consultation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

FYI

From: Harto, Luke <

Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 9:34 AM
To: Contact Sealink <
Cc: Phillips, Stacey <
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognise the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this email is malicious, please use the 'Report Phish'
button.

Good Morning,

Thank you for sending Sea Links Statement of Community Consultation. | can confirm the MMO has reviewed the
document and have no to make at this stage.

Thank you

Kind Regards

Marine Licensing Case Officer | Marine Management Organisation

allard House | Peasholme Green | York | YO1 7PX
| (+44) 7880 |

Our MMO Values: Together we are Accountable, Innovative, Engaging and

...ambitious for our

‘ﬁ.
omeere Seas and coasts

From: National Grid <contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com>
Sent: 22 June 2023 11:05




o I

Subject: Sea Link: Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation

You don't often get email from contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Luke,

As you will be aware, National Grid is developing proposals to build an offshore high voltage direct current link between
Suffolk and Kent (and associated infrastructure), known as Sea Link.

A development consent order (DCO) is required before construction on the proposed Project can begin. As such, we are
currently preparing an application that would allow us to deliver the reinforcement. The DCO application will be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is made by the Secretary of State for
Energy Security and Net Zero.

Our proposals have developed over time through consultation with stakeholders, landowners, businesses, and local
communities. To-date, this consultation activity has been ‘informal’ or ‘non-statutory’. Before submitting a DCO
application we must also undertake a ‘formal’ or ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this
consultation in autumn 2023.

Although not identified under Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, as the proposed development is primarily offshore
we are inviting the Marine Management Organisation to participate in the consultation on our draft Statement of
Community Consultation, which is enclosed.

If you have any comments on the draft SoCC, please submit these via email to contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com. The
deadline for providing comments is Thursday 20 July 2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
Kind regards,

Sea Link Community Engagement Team

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. The content may also
contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the
sender immediately and then delete the e-mail and any attachments. You should not disclose, copy or take any action in
reliance on this transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page or our US Contacts Page (accessed by clicking on
the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents from this transmission.
National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for viruses. An e-mail reply to this address may be subject to
monitoring for operational reasons or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group please use the attached
link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) The information contained in this communication is intended for the
named recipient(s) only. If you have received this message in error, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or taking action in reliance of the content is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. Whilst this email and

2



associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within MMO systems, we can accept no
responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on the MMO's computer systems may be monitored and/or
recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.



Planning and Development Service
Council Offices
White Cliffs Business Park

ﬁ Dover
Kent CT16 3PJ
DOVER Telephone:

DISTRICT Fax:
COUNCIL DX:

Minicom:
Website:

www.dover.gov.uk

contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com Eonta_\lct:
-mail:
Our ref: DOV/22/01391
Date: 20/07/2023
Dear Sir/Madam

Application by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (the Applicant) for an Order granting
Development Consent for the Sea Link (the Proposed Development)

Statement of Community Consultation

Thank you for consulting Dover District Council in respect of the draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC) which was received on 22" June 2023, pursuant to the
requirement under section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) for National Grid to
consult with each local authority regarding what is intended to be included in National Grids
SoCC for the above project. Our comments are set out below, with reference to the relevant
paragraphs of the SoCC.

Paragraph 3.3.4

A full list of consultees should be published to provide clarification of the seldom heard
groups, local interest groups, community groups, groups with particular specialisms and
marine users as no details are provided and there may be other groups, such as Sandwich
Chamber of Commerce, which should be included.

Table 3.1

Newsletter — It should be confirmed within the description section that the website address
for the National Grid Project will be included within the newsletter and that the locations of
the public information exhibitions will also be included.

Plans and drawings — It is noted that these will be used throughout the consultation materials
listed. These should be included in the project update document (at a minimum as
appendices) to clearly show the locations and scale of different elements of the project within
each area, to aid visualisation of the project. Maps should also be included.

Paragraph 3.5.1

No details are provided of many residents and business are located within the primary and
secondary consultation zones. It would be useful if this could be specified. It is expected that
all registered addresses within the primary consultation zone would be contacted — schools,
religious buildings, as well as businesses etc. as part of the whole community within the
vicinity of the project.

Paragraph 3.5.2
Advertisements would be placed within the listed newspapers, however it is not stated if the
advertisements would also be placed on their associated websites. This may reach a wider



audience within the consultation zones who may not use social media, or may read online
news articles only.

Paragraph 3.5.5

It is not clear if parish councils be requested to display posters (e.g. on parish noticeboards)
and if so, what type of posters are intended. Posters to parish councils should also be sent in
a digital format so that they can be shared via online parish newsletters and parish social
media pages, preferably with interactive links to the National Grid project website where
further information is available.

Paragraph 3.5.6

It should be clarified if the targeted advertisements on social media (Facebook and
Instagram) would be limited to the primary consultation zone (PCZ) or would also include the
secondary consultation zone (SCZ) and if they would be targeted to postcodes within the
consultation zones. The SCZ would otherwise only appear to be covered by local newspaper
advertisements and information provided at the deposit points of Ash Library and Sandwich
Library.

Paragraph 3.6

It is noted that no public information exhibitions would be held within the Dover District.
Whilst noting that there was a limited public turnout to the event held at the Sandwich
Guildhall on Thursday 17" November 2022 in relation to the non-statutory consultation,
subsequent discussions with the project team indicated that the consultation methods would
be examined to encourage more engagement with the community within the Kent
consultation zones. Whilst two events would be held within the Kent area, both would be
within the Thanet District. No details of the exact times or locations of the public information
exhibitions are included in the document and should be provided. This information should
also be shared with nearby Parish and Town Councils (who’s boundaries fall partly within the
primary and secondary consultation zones) and included on posters, together with details of
the time, date and website address for the webinar discussing the Kent proposals
(Paragraph 3.7).

Paragraph 3.7.6

It should be confirmed if the recording of the webinar will be kept on the website for the
duration of the consultation period and if information will be included on the same website
page directing members of the public to information on how to register for a webinar or to
submit a question.

Paragraph 3.9.1

It is noted that briefing meetings will be offered to parish councils where all or part of the
parish falls within the PCZ. In respect of the Dover District, this includes Ash Parish Council,
Woodnesborough Parish Council, Sandwich Town Council and Worth Parish Council.

Dover District Council appreciates the opportunity to make the above comments and trust
that they will be of assistance and will be taken into account.

Yours sincerely

Senior Planning Officer

On behalf of ||}  EGN

Head of Planning and Development



Kent

County
Council
kent.gov.uk

Sea Link Community Engagement Team Growth and Communities

National Grid

National Grid House Invicta House

Warwick Technology Park I\CAO%‘”W Hall

; aidstone

Gallows Hill Kent

Warwick ME14 1XX

CV34 6D
Phone: I

BY EMAIL ONLY Ask for: Alessandra Sartori
Email: I
19 July 2023

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: National Grid Sea Link - Statement of Community Consultation

Thank you for providing Kent County Council (the County Council) with the opportunity to
comment on the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the proposed National
Grid Sea Link project which involves the reinforcement of the electricity transmission network
between Suffolk and Kent.

The County Council welcomes this early engagement with the applicant and would welcome
further opportunities throughout the planning, design and development of this proposal in

respect of the County Council’s statutory and non-statutory roles across Kent.

The County Council has reviewed the SoCC and would like to provide the following
comments on the document, as set out below.

2. The Sea Link Project

2.2 The proposed Project

Engagement: The County Council recognises that the document summarises the main
elements of the Suffolk Onshore Scheme, however, this level of detail has not been provided
for the Kent Onshore Scheme. It is therefore recommended that the document is revised to
include a summary of the key project infrastructure requirements for Kent.

In respect of paragraph 2.2.5, the County Council would advise that the following sentence is
amended to provide clearer understanding for all those reading the document:



‘It is anticipated that Friston Substation will be constructed under the extant existing
development consent secured by Scottish Power Renewables (SPR) for the East Anglia One
(EA1) North and Two (EA2) Offshore Windfarm Projects.”

2.3 Consultation and engagement to date

Table 2.1 - Key statistics from non-statutory consultation

Engagement: The County Council recommends that the formatting in Table 2.1 would
benefit from a comprehensive review to ensure that the text size is consistent across the
figures used.

In respect of paragraph 2.3.6, the County Council would suggest that the following sentence
is simplified to provide clarity, as not all readers of the document will understand the

definition of “prescribed consultees”.

“Following a back-check-and review of the preseribed consultees who had been notified of
the non-statutory consultation, it was identified that some had not been contacted”.

2.4 Project Timeline
Figure 2.3 DCO process
Engagement: The County Council notes that the text in Figure 2.3 is blurred when viewing at

100% zoom on the screen. The County Council would therefore suggest that the resolution
is improved to enable all users to access and view the document.

3. Consulting on the proposed application

3.2 What will be consulted on?

Engagement: In respect of paragraph 3.2.2, the County Council would advise replacing
“consultation bodies” with ‘consultees’ to cover all stakeholders, including residents.

It is noted that access to digital copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) will be made available at deposit points. The County Council requests clarification on
this matter to confirm whether the document is referring to paper / hard copies at deposit
points.

3.3 Who will be consulted?

Engagement: The County Council recognises that parish councils representing parishes
within the Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) will be consulted. The County Council would
request clarification as to why parishes within the Secondary Consultation Zone, or on the
border of the PCZ, are not also being consulted.



3.4 Consultation materials
Table 3.1 - Consultation materials

Engagement: The County Council notes that copies of the Project Update Document will be
made available in alternative formats upon request. It is advised that copies of all
consultation material will be made available in an alternative format upon request, and that
this sentence is moved into paragraph 3.4.2 for clarification.

In respect of the consultation banners (audio version), it is recommended that all documents
on the website are accessibility checked to ensure that they are accessible for people using
audio transcription software.

3.6 Public information exhibitions
Table 3.6 - Seldom heard engagement tools

Engagement: The County Council would advise that the fourth and ninth bullet points of the
“Older people” seldom heard category are combined, to avoid repetition of the “Ask the
Experts” engagement method. This is also recommended for the sixth and ninth paragraphs
of the “People with limited mobility/disability” seldom heard category.

In respect of the engagement methods for the “People with visual impairments” seldom
heard category, the County Council recommends that all documents on the website are
digitally accessible.

The County Council would advise that a ten minute summary of the PEIR statutory
consultation is provided to the “15-19 and 20-39 age groups” seldom heard category as an
engagement method. The County Council would also request the inclusion of hard copies of
guestionnaires for young people.

Appendix A PCZ and SCZ map

Figure A.1 Suffolk PCZ and SCZ map and Figure A.2 Kent PCZ and SCZ map

Engagement: The County Council would request that the maps in Figures A.1 and A.2 are
enlarged and the place names are easier to read for all those viewing the document.

General Commentary

Engagement: The County Council carried out an accessibility check on the SoCC and
identified errors on the document. The County Council would therefore suggest that the
accessibility checker be ran by the applicant, which will help resolve this issue.



KCC would welcome further opportunities to engage with the applicant throughout the
progression of the proposal. If you require further information or clarification on any matter in
this letter, then please do not hesitate to contact the County Council.

Corporate Director, Growth, Environment and Transport



Suffolk

County Council

Our Ref: Sea Link SoCC
Date: 19 July 2023

BY EMAIL

For the attention ofm
I < nationalgrid.com

Dear Mr Stevens,

Sea Link Grid Reinforcement
Draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

Thank you for consulting Suffolk County Council (SCC) on your draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Sea Link grid reinforcement proposals.

Having reviewed the SoCC, SCC is satisfied that the proposed approach meets the
current industry standard and reflects established practice in relation to Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).

However, an additional workstream, to facilitate effective and active dialogue between the
host community and the project promoter is essential, when considering the following
issues: -

e The scale, extent, and duration of the impact of the proposed development, both in
isolation and in combination with other developments in the vicinity of the Sea Link
scheme.

e The inability of the current consultation arrangements for NSIPs, to create an
effective dialogue between host communities and the project promoter.

e The inability of established industry consultation practice to develop trust, or
confidence, in either the process of consultation or its outcomes.*

e The role of the promoter as a regulated public monopoly, providing an essential
service, and as a responsible corporate body that prioritises “our responsibilities to
our different but interrelated stakeholder groups and wider society.” 2

! participatory planning and major infrastructure: experiences in renewable energy regulation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331521704 Participatory planning and major_infrastructure experiences in
renewable energy regulation

2p15 Responsible Business Charter 2022

|
Endeavour House, 8 Russell Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BX
www.suffolk.gov.uk




A potential approach to participatory engagement with local communities is set out in the
Council’s response to the recent government consultation, on Community benefits and
Electricity Transmission Infrastructure, at Appendix B2.

In addition, |1 would also draw your attention to other material produced by the County
Council on the matter of fair dealing with communities.*

If you require any clarification on the issues raised, or if | can provide any further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerel

Project Coordinator (NSIPs)
Growth, Highways & Infrastructure
Suffolk County Council

3 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/community-benefits-consultation-scc-response-07-06-23.pdf
4 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/developer-engagement-with-communities-and-nationally-significant-
infrastructure-projects.pdf

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/communities-need-a-fair-deal-on-energy-
infrastructure

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/energy-developers-must-stop-mistreating-suffolks-
communities




Date: 4th July 2023
Direct Dial:
E.mail:

By Email

thanet

district council

Dear National Grid,
SEA LINK CONSULTATION ON DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

PROPOSAL: INSTALLATION OF A HIGH VOLTAGE DIRECT CURRENT (HVDC) LINK
BETWEEN THE PROPOSED FRISTON SUBSTATION IN THE SIZEWELL AREA OF
SUFFOLK AND THE EXISTING RICHBOROUGH TO CANTERBURY 400KV OVERHEAD
LINE

LOCATION: RICHBOROUGH, KENT

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on the draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SOCC).

Consultation Materials

The consultation materials and presentation methods are considered to be comprehensive.
The ability to request printed copies of the document to be posted free of charge (it is noted
this excludes the PEIR) and also make an appointment to ‘Ask the Experts’ is welcomed.

Copies of all the consultation documents should be available on the proposed website as
HTML and downloadable pdf documents, for ease of use for the community. Any pdf
document should be capped in size to allow ease of viewing/download. The SOCC should
be updated to reflect this.

The website should allow free-text responses to the proposal, to ensure that those that wish
to comment in this manner rather than via a feedback form, are not excluded from the
consultation process. The SOCC should be updated to reflect this.

The website shall meet level AA of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.1) as
a minimum, with the SOCC updated to state these requirements as well as including screen
magnifiers and speech recognition tools as assisted technologies.

Promoting the Consultation

The Council considers that the extent of the Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) of 3km is
adequate and the intention to contact all addresses within the PCZ with a Consultation Pack
is welcomed. The SOCC should include a draft of the consultation newsletter, feedback
form, letters and emails to be sent to residents, businesses and interested parties, to allow
for comment on this part of the consultation.



With regards to promoting the consultation we would suggest that in addition to the news
outlets proposed, the consultation is advertised in local papers in Thanet namely the KM
Thanet Extra (a free newspaper and online publication) and through the Isle of Thanet News
(an online news outlet). The East Kent Mercury (which serves Deal and Sandwich within the
Dover District) has also been suggested for completeness.

Public Information Exhibitions

It is recommended that a Central Ramsgate location (perhaps held at the Town Council) is
added to the public information exhibitions/’Ask the Experts’ sessions and the SOCC is
updated to reflect this.

The public information exhibitions and ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions are to be held in the
morning/afternoon. Details have not been provided as to the hours proposed for these but
ideally the afternoon sessions would run until late afternoon/early evening to support
engagement. It is noted that at least one public information event within the District will be
held on a weekend and the webinars will be evening sessions.

Stakeholder Briefings and Meetings

The Council requests that stakeholder briefing meetings as identified under paragraph 3.9.1
occur prior to the consultation period for awareness and to ensure they have the chance to
comment on the proposal during the statutory consultation period. The SOCC should be
updated to reflect this.

Seldom Heard Groups

The Council will continue to work with National Grid to identify seldom heard groups within
the District and improve inclusivity in consultation.

Deposit Points

Minster Library, Ramsgate Library and Newington Library have been identified as deposit
point locations within the District. We would request that a full hard copy set of the
documents is provided to Thanet District Council and a further set of hard copy documents
are provided to the Council for display in Thanet Gateway.

Responses to the Consultation

The SOCC must clearly outline how personal data will be handled and protected through the
consultation process in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act. The
SOCC should make clear that extracts of responses may be published as part of the
Consultation Report and provide guidance on how those responding can withdraw their
consent for this.

Other Matters

These comments are made without prejudice to the Council’'s formal position on the
Development Consent Order application process.

Should you have any further gueries please do not hesitate to contact me either by email at
I o -'--o~ I



Yours faithfull

Planning Applications Manager
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Table 1.1 Comments received from the host authorities on the draft 2023 SoCC

Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC
Kent General  The County Council carried out an National Grid noted this comment and Various changes
County comment accessibility check on the SoCC and explained it will use an accessibility made in response to
Council identified errors on the document. The checker to test the final version of the issues identified by

County Council would therefore suggest that
the accessibility checker be ran by National
Grid, which will help resolve this issue.

2.2 The County Council recognises that the
document summarises the main elements of
the Suffolk Onshore Project, however, this
level of detail has not been provided for the
Kent Onshore Project. It is therefore
recommended that the document is revised
to include a summary of the key project
infrastructure requirements for Kent.

SoCC and will resolve any issues
identified prior to the SoCC’s publication.

National Grid acknowledged this comment
and explained the summary of the Kent
Onshore Scheme (and Offshore Scheme)
was unintentionally omitted from the draft
SoCC. The SoCC covers the entire
project area.

the accessibility
checker.

Section 2.2 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation) was
updated to include
the description of the
Kent Onshore and
Offshore Schemes
from the project
description. National
Grid also took the
opportunity to refine
how the wider project
is defined, in order to
better align the
description in the
SoCC with other

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
consultation
materials.
2.25 The County Council would advise that the National Grid welcomed this comment and Section 2.24 of the

following sentence is amended to provide
clearer understanding for all those reading
the document:

“It is anticipated that Friston Substation will
be constructed under the existing
development consent secured by Scottish
Power Renewables (SPR) for the East
Anglia One (EA1) North and Two (EA2)
Offshore Windfarm Projects.”

took the opportunity to refine how the
project is defined, in order to better align
the description in the SoCC with other
consultation materials.

SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated to include:

“...a connection from
the existing
transmission network
via Friston substation,
including National
Grid’s part of the
substation itself.
Friston substation
already has
development consent
as part of other third-
party projects. If
Friston substation
has already

been constructed
under another
consent, only a
connection into the
substation would be

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
constructed by the
Sea Link project...”
Table 2.1 The County Council recommends that the National Grid noted this comment and Table 2.1 of the
formatting in Table 2.1 would benefit from a confirmed the font size on one character = SoCC updated, see
comprehensive review to ensure that the within the table was not consistent. section 6 Application
text size is consistent across the figures Document 5.1.6
used. Appendix E
Statutory
consultation
2.3.6 The County Council would suggest that the  National Grid welcomed Kent County Paragraph 2.3.6 of

following sentence is simplified to provide
clarity, as not all readers of the document
will understand the definition of “prescribed
consultees”

“Following a review of the prescribed
consultees who had been notified of the
non-statutory consultation, it was identified
that some had not been contacted”.

Council’'s comment and reviewed the
sentence.

the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“The list of consultees
is kept under ongoing
review. In instances
where additional
prescribed consultees
were identified
following non-
statutory consultation,
these were
subsequently
contacted and given
the opportunity to

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

Figure 2.3 The County Council notes that the text in
Figure 2.3 is blurred when viewing at 100%
zoom on the screen. The County Council
would therefore suggest that the resolution
is improved to enable all users to access
and view the document.

3.2.2 The County Council would advise replacing
“consultation bodies” with ‘consultees’ to
cover all stakeholders, including residents.

National Grid noted this comment and
reviewed Figure 2.3.

National Grid had regard to this comment
and reviewed the paragraph.

engage with the
proposed Project. We
have continued to
review the list of
consultees as the
proposed Project has
developed, to ensure
that it is maintained
and up-to date. All
prescribed consultees
will be contacted
formally and
consulted as part of
the statutory
consultation.”

Figure 2.3 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
replaced with a
higher quality image.

Paragraph 3.2.3 of
the SoCC updated to
‘consultees’, see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the

Amendments to the
SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
Statutory
consultation
3.2.3 It is noted that access to digital copies of the National Grid explained given the size of Paragraph 3.2.4 of

Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR) will be made available at
deposit points. The County Council requests
clarification on this matter to confirm whether
the document is referring to paper / hard
copies at deposit points.

the report and the carbon footprint/cost
associated with printing it, National Grid is
not proposing to provide paper copies of
the PEIR. However, paper copies of the
non-technical summary of the PEIR will be
made available at deposit points.

the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“The full PEIR will be
available on the
Project’s website,
with a link to this
shared with the
relevant consultees
set out in the EIA
Regulations. Access
to digital copies of the
PEIR will be available
at deposit points, with
printed paper copies
of the PEIR only
available on request
and subject to a
printing charge
outlined in Paragraph
3.5.8:

“Paper copies of the
non-technical

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in

Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
summary of the PEIR
will be available at
deposit points and on
request. A fee will not
be charged for paper
copies of the non
technical summary of
the PEIR.”
3.34 The County Council recognises that parish  National Grid noted this comment and Paragraph 3.3.4 of
councils representing parishes within the confirmed that parish councils within the  the SoCC (see
Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) will be SCZ are welcome to take part in the section 6 Application
consulted. The County Council would consultation and submit a response but Document 5.1.6
request clarification as to why parishes given their distance from the proposals Appendix E
within the Secondary Consultation Zone National Grid does not propose to offer Statutory
(SC2), or on the border of the PCZ, are not  specific meetings with parishes in the consultation)
also being consulted. SCZ. updated to read:

Table 3.1 The County Council notes that copies of the National Grid noted this comment and
Project Update Document will be made reviewed the paragraph.
available in alternative formats upon
request. It is advised that copies of all
consultation material will be made available
in an alternative format upon request, and
that this sentence is moved into paragraph
3.4.2 for clarification.

“National Grid will
also directly consult
the following groups
and individuals...”

Paragraph 3.4.2 (and
associated
references in Table
3.1) of the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 7



Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

Amendments to the
SoCC

Table 3.1 In respect of the consultation banners (audio National Grid noted this comment.
version), it is recommended that all
documents on the website are accessibility
checked to ensure that they are accessible
for people using audio transcription
software.

consultation)
updated:

“National Grid will
consider requests for
copies of consultation
materials in
alternative formats
(such as braille, large
print, translations) on
a case-by basis,
taking into account
individual
circumstances. All
consultation materials
will also be available
on the Project’s
website. Information
will be easy to access
and will be presented
in a variety of ways to
suit user
requirements. Further
detail is provided in
Table 3.2.”

No amendment was
required.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 8



Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

Table 3.6 The County Council would advise that the
fourth and ninth bullet points of the “Older
people” seldom heard category are
combined, to avoid repetition of the “Ask the
Experts” engagement method. This is also
recommended for the sixth and ninth
paragraphs of the “People with limited
mobility/disability” seldom heard category.

Table 3.6 In respect of the engagement methods for
the “People with visual impairments” seldom
heard category, the County Council
recommends that all documents on the
website are digitally accessible.

Table 3.6 The County Council would advise that a ten
minute summary of the PEIR statutory

National Grid welcomed Kent County
Council’'s comment and reviewed the
bullet points.

National Grid noted this comment.

National Grid noted this comment and
explained a 10-minute summary of the

Table 3.6 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation) fourth
and ninth bullet points
in the ‘older people’
and ‘people with
limited
mobility/disability’
sections updated:
‘in-person and virtual
‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those
with further
guestions, featuring a
booking system
which will take into
consideration
individual needs”

No amendment was
required.

Table 3.1 off the
SoCC (see section 6

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
consultation is provided to the “15-19 and Project overview document and the non-  Application
20-39 age groups” seldom heard category  technical summary of the PEIR will be Document 5.1.6
as an engagement method. The County made available to all audiences. Paper Appendix E
Council would also request the inclusion of  copies of the feedback form will be sent to Statutory
hard copies of questionnaires for young all addresses within the PCZ. They will consultation)
people. also be made available at deposit points  updated to include
and upon request. A bespoke feedback the non-technical
form for young people was not proposed summary of the PEIR
but they will be able to respond using the as a consultation
main feedback form. material.
Figure A.1 The County Council would request that the  National Grid welcomed this comment The maps were
maps in Figures A.1 and A.2 are enlarged,  from Kent County Council and reviewed  updated to be larger
and the place names are easier to read for  the maps. and the place names
all those viewing the document. made more visible.
Suffolk General  Having reviewed the SoCC, SCC is satisfied National Grid welcomed this comment No amendment was
County comment that the proposed approach meets the from Suffolk County Council. required.
Council current industry standard and reflects

established practice in relation to Nationally

Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).

General  An additional workstream, to facilitate National Grid welcomed the Council’s No amendment was

comment effective and active dialogue between the comments on facilitating effective and required.

host community and the project promoter is
essential, when considering the following
issues:

e The scale, extent, and duration of the
impact of the proposed development,
both in isolation and in combination with

active dialogue with communities.

National Grid awaits the findings of the
Government’s consultation on reforms to
the NSIP consenting process. We
welcome the opportunity to discuss how
further participatory consultation methods

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
other developments in the vicinity of the  may be implemented following the
Sea Link Project. statutory consultation.

e The inability of the current consultation In the meantime, National G”.d will provide
arrangements for NSIPs, to create an the opportunity for more detailed feedback
effective dialogue between host on t_he design approach to the converter
communities and the project promoter. ~ Stations as part of the statutory _

consultation, based partly on illustrative

e The inability of established industry design concepts it has commissioned.
consultation practice to develop trust, or - National Grid explained it will continue to
confidence, in either the process of engage with local authorities throughout
consultation or its outcomes. the DCO process and beyond, to discuss

e The role of the promoter as a regulated ~NOW ongoing dialogue with the host
public monopoly, providing an essential  community will be managed. This would
service, and as a responsible corporate  not alter the approach to the statutory
body that prioritises “our responsibilities ~ consultation, which provides diverse and
to our different but interrelated robust opportunities for community
stakeholder groups and wider society.” ~ €ngagement.

A potential approach to participatory

engagement with local communities is set

out in the Council’s response to the recent

government consultation, on Community

Benefits and Electricity Transmission

Infrastructure. | would also draw your

attention to other material produced by the

County Council on the matter of fair dealing

with communities.

Dover 3.34 A full list of consultees should be published National Grid explained it is not their No amendment
District to provide clarification of the seldom heard  policy to publish a full list of the groups required.
Councill groups, local interest groups, community identified in 3.3.4. However, National Grid

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

groups, groups with particular specialisms
and marine users as no details are provided
and there may be other groups, such as
Sandwich Chamber of Commerce, which
should be included.

Table 3.1 Newsletter — It should be confirmed within
the description section that the website
address for the National Grid Project will be
included within the newsletter and that the
locations of the public information exhibitions
will also be included.

Table 3.1 Plans and drawings — It is noted that these
will be used throughout the consultation
materials listed. These should be included in
the project update document (at a minimum
as appendices) to clearly show the locations
and scale of different elements of the project

Is happy to discuss the groups included
with the local authority.

National Grid acknowledged this comment
and reviewed.

National Grid noted this comment.

Table 3.1 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“...locations of where
more detailed
information about the
proposals can be
found (including both
physical and virtual
locations, such as on
the Project’s
website)...”

No amendment
required.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

within each area, to aid visualisation of the
project. Maps should also be included.

3.5.1 No details are provided of many residents National Grid confirmed that all properties No amendment
and business are located within the primary  within the PCZ (business and residential) required.
and secondary consultation zones. It would  will be sent a consultation pack per
be useful if this could be specified. It is Paragraph 3.5.1.
expected that all registered addresses within
the primary consultation zone would be
contacted — schools, religious buildings, as
well as businesses etc. as part of the whole
community within the vicinity of the project.

3.5.2 Advertisements would be placed within the  National Grid had regard to this comment No amendment
listed newspapers, however it is not stated if and confirmed all local newspaper required.
the advertisements would also be placed on advertisements included both print and
their associated websites. This may reach a online placement.
wider audience within the consultation zones
who may not use social media, or may read
online news articles only.

3.5.3 It is not clear if parish councils be requested National Grid noted this comment and No amendment
to display posters (e.g. on parish explained paragraph 3.5.6 sets out that required.
noticeboards) and if so, what type of posters posters will be sent to parish councils to
are intended. Posters to parish councils display and raise awareness of the
should also be sent in a digital format so that consultation. Depending on parish council
they can be shared via online parish preference, this could include digital
newsletters and parish social media pages, and/or paper posters.
preferably with interactive links to the
National Grid project website where further
information is available.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 13



Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the

Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

3.5.6 It should be clarified if the targeted

advertisements on social media (Facebook
and Instagram) would be limited to the
primary consultation zone (PCZ) or would
also include the secondary consultation
zone (SCZ) and if they would be targeted to
postcodes within the consultation zones.
The SCZ would otherwise only appear to be
covered by local newspaper advertisements
and information provided at the deposit
points of Ash Library and Sandwich Library.

3.6 It is noted that no public information
exhibitions would be held within the Dover
District. Whilst noting that there was a

Sandwich Guildhall on Thursday 17th
November 2022 in relation to the non
statutory consultation, subsequent
discussions with the project team indicated

National Grid noted this comment and
explained all social media advertisements
were targeted across both the PCZ and

SCZ.

National Grid acknowledged this comment
and added an additional public information
exhibition in the Dover District Council
limited public turnout to the event held at the area to its programme.

Paragraph 3.5.6 of
the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“Adverts will be
placed on Facebook
and Instagram to help
raise general
awareness of the
consultation and
target a broad range
of demographics
across the PCZ and
SCZ, including those
that might not
otherwise engage
with the
consultation...”

Section 3.6 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation) had
various changes to

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

that the consultation methods would be
examined to encourage more engagement
with the community within the Kent
consultation zones. Whilst two events would
be held within the Kent area, both would be
within the Thanet District.

3.6 No details of the exact times or locations of
the public information exhibitions are
included in the document and should be
provided. This information should also be
shared with nearby Parish and Town
Councils (who’s boundaries fall partly within
the primary and secondary consultation
zones) and included on posters, together
with details of the time, date and website
address for the webinardiscussing the Kent
proposals (Paragraph 3.7).

3.7.6 It should be confirmed if the recording of the
webinar will be kept on the website for the
duration of the consultation period and if
information will be included on the same
website page directing members of the
public to information on how to register for a
webinar or to submit a question.

3.9.1 It is noted that briefing meetings will be
offered to parish councils where all or part of

National Grid acknowledged this comment
and explained the final version of the
SoCC included full details of the event
dates/times. This information was also
included in materials advertising the
consultation (such as posters and
newsletters).

National Grid noted this comment and
explained webinar recordings would be
made available on the project website for
the duration of the consultation period.
Additionally, National Grid will add a pre-
recorded webinar to its programme, which
will be shared online at the start of the
consultation period. The webinar section
of the website will also include information
on how to register for the sessions.

National Grid noted this comment.

incorporate the
additional event in the
Dover District Council
area.

Updated with final
event dates/times at
point of SoCC
publication, see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation.

No amendment
required.

No amendment
required.
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

the parish falls within the PCZ. In respect of
the Dover District, this includes Ash Parish
Council, Woodnesborough Parish Council,
Sandwich Town Council and Worth Parish

Council.
East General  Clarification is required regarding the scope National Grid acknowledged this comment Section 2.2 of the
Suffolk comment of the SoCC, in sections of the document it and explained the summary of the Kent SoCC (see section 6
Councill appears as though the document is primarily Onshore Project (and Offshore Project) Application
focussed on the Suffolk proposals, whilstin  was unintentionally omitted from the draft Document 5.1.6
other areas of the document the activities to SoCC. The SoCC covers the entire Appendix E
be undertaken in Kent are included. It should project area. Statutory
be clear at the start of the document what consultation) was
proposals this SoCC relates to, in addition to updated to include
this, if there is a separate SoCC for Kent, the description of the
this should be clearly stated. It would be Kent Onshore and
helpful if the front of the document was Offshore Schemes
labelled accordingly to reflect this. from the project

description. National
Grid also took the
opportunity to refine
how the wider project
is defined, in order to
better align the
description in the
SoCC with other
consultation
materials.
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC

1.1.4 Please can you amend ‘East Suffolk District National Grid noted this comment and ‘East Suffolk District

Council’ to ‘East Suffolk Council’.

1.25 It would be helpful to clarify within this
paragraph that the section of ‘new 400kV
overhead electric line of more than 2km in
length’ is proposed within the Kent onshore
section of the works to avoid any confusion
being raised, that a section of overhead line
is being proposed in East Suffolk.

2.2.4 Is the following statement correct —
‘installation of HVYDC underground cables
between the landfall on the Suffolk coast
and the new proposed Friston Substation’.
Should this not refer to the HVDC cables
going to the proposed converter station?
The proposals also do not include reference

amended.

National Grid welcomed this comment
from East Suffolk Council and reviewed
the paragraph.

National Grid had regard to this comment
and took the opportunity to refine how the
wider project is defined, in order to better
align the description in the SoCC with
other consultation materials.

Council’ updated to
‘East Suffolk Council’.

Paragraph 1.2.5 of
the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“Since the section
35(1) direction was
issued, plans for the
proposed Project
have evolved to
potentially include the
installation of a new
400 kV overhead
electric line of more
than 2 km in length in
Kent.”

Paragraph 2.2.4 of
the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
to the potential to provide ducting and amended with an up-
colocation opportunities at the converter site to-date project
for future projects, reference to this should description, including
be included. reference to the
potential for
colocation of
infrastructure.
2.2.5 Reference is made to the extant consent National Grid welcomed this comment and No amendment was
secured by SPR for East Anglia One North  took the opportunity to refine how the required.
and East Anglia Two but the acronym wider project is defined, in order to better
utilised for East Anglia One North is ‘(EA1)’, align the description in the SoCC with
this should be amended to ‘(EA1N) to avoid other consultation materials. As part of
confusion with the existing East Anglia One this review, the reference to EA1I/EALN
project connected at Bramford. was removed.
2.2 [This section] includes a breakdown of the  National Grid acknowledged this comment Section 2.2 of the

elements which form part of the Suffolk and explained the summary of the Kent SoCC (see section 6
Onshore Project but no details of the Onshore Scheme (and Offshore Scheme) Application
Offshore Project and Kent Onshore Project  was unintentionally omitted from the draft Document 5.1.6
referenced in paragraph 2.2.3 are provided. SoCC. The SoCC covers the entire Appendix E
It would be useful to include a brief summary project area. Statutory
of these elements in this section in addition consultation) was
to the Suffolk Onshore Project. Whilst it is updated to include
recognised that these elements are out of the description of the
scope of this SoCC, this provides useful Kent Onshore and
background information. This would also be Offshore Schemes
helpful as there is mention earlier in the from the project
document of some of the infrastructure description. National
required as part of the Kent proposals i.e. Grid also took the
the new section of overhead line. opportunity to refine
how the wider project
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
is defined, in order to
better align the
description in the
SoCC with other
consultation
materials.
2.35 It is noted that 609 feedback responses National Grid noted this comment and Paragraph 2.3.5 of
were received during the non-statutory confirmed they received 340 responses to the SoCC (see
consultation, do you have information on the Suffolk feedback form and 120 to the  section 6 Application

how these responses broke down between Kent feedback form.
the regions which could be included?

2.3.6 Details of how this issue [some prescribed  National Grid noted this comment and
consultees not being notified of the non- confirmed that prior to the statutory
statutory consultation] will be addressed consultation, a further back check to

within the statutory consultation to ensure it  ensure that all prescribed consultees had
does not occur again should be included? been captured. Should any further

Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“340 responses to the
feedback form on the
proposals in Suffolk
and 120 responses to
the feedback form on
the proposals in Kent
were submitted as
part of the non-
statutory
consultation.”

Paragraph 2.3.6 of
the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

consultees be identified at a later date
(including due to changes to National
Grid’s proposals that affect the proposed
Project’s draft order limits), then these
stakeholders would still be afforded the
statutory consultation period required.

Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“The list of consultees
is kept under ongoing
review. In instances
where additional
prescribed consultees
were identified
following non-
statutory consultation,
these were
subsequently
contacted and given
the opportunity to
engage with the
proposed Project. We
have continued to
review the list of
consultees as the
proposed Project has
developed, to ensure
that it is maintained
and up-to date. All
prescribed consultees
will be contacted
formally and
consulted as part of
the statutory
consultation.”

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

Figure 2.2 It is welcomed that a project timeline has
been included in the SoCC, it would be
beneficial if the timeline was more detailed,
for example if it provided an indication of the
guarter of the year that the events are likely
to occur. Given the number of NSIPs facing
the region, greater clarity on programme is
needed for all stakeholders.

National Grid welcomed East Suffolk
Council’'s comment that more detail would
be beneficial in the project timeline.

Figure 2.2 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated to include
months/seasons:

e October —
December 2022:
Non-statutory
consultation

e October 2022:
Environmental
impact
assessment
Scoping opinion
submitted to the
Planning
Inspectorate

e September —
October 2023:
Pre consultation
stakeholder
briefings

e October —
December 2023:

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link

21



Section
of the
draft 2023
SoCC

Local
Authority

Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority

Amendments to the
SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

3.1.1 It is noted that postal responses will be
accepted until 2 January and this is
welcomed, but the deadline for electronic
responses is 18 December. It is requested

that the deadline for both the postal and

Statutory
consultation

e Spring 2024:
Update
stakeholders

e Autumn/winter
2024
Submission of
development
consent order
application

e Autumn 2024 —
autumn 2025:
Pre examination,
examination and
reporting

e Winter
2025/2026:
Secretary of
State decision

e 2026 —2031:
Construction

No amendment was
required.

National Grid explained feedback
submitted via post will be accepted up
until 2 January 2023, to account for any
responses that are posted prior to the
consultation deadline but which National
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

electronic submission is 2 January, it can be Grid did not receive until after it, such as
made clear within the text that this additional due to delays in the postal system.

time has been provided to ensure that postal National Grid’s approach on other projects
submissions are received. It is however felt  has been to include postal responses

that Separate dead“nes, with a |Ongel’ received up to one week after the
deadline provided for postal submissions,  consultation deadline. However, as this
penalises those providing submissions date would be a bank holiday, and as mail
electronically and makes submitting a volumes are substantially higher around

response through the post more favourable, the Christmas period, National Grid had

which would allow respondents to maximise made the decision to offer a |Onger grace
time within the consultation. ESC would also period for posta| responses to the Sea

welcome this additional time as there is Link statutory consultation.
concern that meeting a 8 week deadline will
be challenging and previous NSIP projects
have allowed a longer period than 8 weeks
at the statutory consultation stage to take
account of the significant volume of
information to review.

National Grid confirmed it is not proposing
to extend the consultation deadline. This
Is consistent with its approach on other
projects in the area, such as the Bramford
to Twinstead Reinforcement statutory
consultation and the current non-statutory
consultation on Norwich to Tilbury, both of
which held eight-week consultation

periods.
3.2 In this section is important to provide clarity National Grid noted this comment and Paragraph 3.2.2 of
regarding the scope of the consultation explained it sought views and feedback on the SoCC (see
which should include making a note of what all aspects of the proposed Project at section 6 Application
will not be consulted upon, for example any statutory consultation. As such, it would Document 5.1.6
coordinated options coming being taken not be appropriate to define areas to Appendix E
forward [sic] following the grant of OCSS which it is not seeking feedback. Statutory
funding, if this is the case. This will help set consultation)
clear expectations. updated:
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

3.2.1 The list provided does not include any
reference to future projects, coordination,
the potential to provide ducting or co locate
facilities which it is assumed that the project
would want to receive comments in relation
to during the consultation. Reference to this
should be included.

National Grid welcomed this comment and
agreed to include reference to
coordination and co-location.

“While comments are
welcomed on all
aspects of the
proposed Project, this
statutory consultation
is not a means of
influencing or
contributing to
separate exercises
being undertaken by
the Government and
other bodies, such as
the Offshore
coordination support
Project.”

Paragraph 3.2.1 of
the SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“...potential for
coordination and co-
location of
infrastructure with
other forthcoming
infrastructure
projects...”
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
3.34 It is noted that SoCC states that only the National Grid explained Parish councils Paragraph 3.3.4 of
parish councils within the PCZ will be within the SCZ are welcome to take part in the SoCC (see
consulted. It is requested that parishes the consultation and submit a response section 6 Application
within the SCZ should also be consulted. but given their distance from the Document 5.1.6

proposals National Grid does not propose Appendix E

to offer specific meetings with parishes in ~ Statutory

the SCZ. consultation)
updated:

“We will also directly
consult the following
groups and
individuals...”

3.34 In reference to the elected representatives, it National Grid noted this comment and Paragraph 3.3.4 of

should be clarified that this relates to the reviewed the paragraph. the SoCC (see

PCZ and SCZ. section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“elected
representatives in
local authorities
within the PCZ...”

3.34 Local residents have not been specifically National Grid acknowledged this comment 3.3.4 of the SoCC
identified within the bullet points in and reviewed the paragraph. (see section 6
paragraph 3.3.4 and for clarity an additional Application
bullet should be included to make this Document 5.1.6
commitment. Whilst paragraph 3.3.5 Appendix E
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC
references the local community, it is not Statutory
clear if this is referring to the bullet points consultation)
above or whether this is referring to updated:
residents within the PCZ and SCZ. Based on « all residential and
later paragraphs within the SoCC it is business addresses
understood that local residents within the within the PCZ...”

PCZ will be provided a consultation pack
and therefore be directly consulted, this
should be reflected in this section.

Table 3.1 It is stated that all the materials will be National Grid confirmed Section 3.5 No amendment was
targeted at ‘all those interested in the explains what information will be sent out required.
consultation’ and reference made to Section to stakeholders, with a consultation pack
3.3. Whilst | can make a guess as to the (incl. newsletter, feedback form and
exact meaning of this statement it is not freepost envelope) sent to all addresses
clear and open to interpretation. For within the PCZ.

example will all those identified within
Section 3.3 receive the materials identified
automatically? Or do these have to be
requested? The use of the term ‘interested’
also adds to the ambiguity of the statement.

Table 3.1 It is welcomed that the newsletter will be National Grid noted this comment and No amendment was
posted to all properties within the PCZ. This explained with the exception of MPs required.
should also be sent to all the stakeholders in/bordering the SCZ, all groups are
identified within Section 3.3. already within the PCZ and therefore will

receive the newsletter.

Table 3.1 Itis noted that printed copies of the majority National Grid confirmed it will reach outto No amendment was
of documents will be available upon request local town/parish councils prior to start of required.
at no extra charge which is welcomed. Itis  the statutory consultation to offer paper
requested that the parish and town councils
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
Planning Act 2008

be contacted to ask whether they would like
printed versions in advance of the
consultation starting so that if this is required
they do not need to worry about losing any
time during the consultation making this
request and waiting for it to be actioned.

Table 3.1 The project update documents should also
include a clear explanation of the need case
as this has previously caused confusion.

Table 3.1 Table 3.2 states that an interactive project
map will be available which sounds like a
very useful tool. It is requested that a layer
be added to this map to provide details of
the other consented and proposed projects
affecting the same locality i.e. EALIN, EA2,
SZC, Nautilus, LionLink. For the consented
projects this could comprise the consented
Order Limits and the proposed projects the
current onshore options.

354 It is noted that site notices will be displayed
at key locations along the route, this should
include affected parish notice boards in
addition to public rights of way adjacent to
the Order Limits.

copies of the consultation materials
outlined in 3.11.1.

National Grid acknowledged this comment No amendment was
and confirmed the needs case for the required.

project will be concisely summarised in

the project overview document.

National Grid welcomed this comment and No amendment was
confirmed that the interactive map required.

included the order limits of the projects

East Suffolk Council listed.

National Grid acknowledged this comment No amendment was
and explained site notices are a legal required.

notice and National Grid would not

propose placing these on parish notice

boards. However, in 3.5.5 National Grid

committed to sending posters to parish

councils, for them to display as they wish.
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC
Table 3.3 Itis considered that an information exhibition National Grid explained an ‘Ask the No amendment was
should be held in or as close to the areas Experts’ session will be held at Friston required.
where the permanent infrastructure is village hall, as it believes the venue is

proposed. It is therefore considered that an  more suitable for an event of this size
exhibition should be held at Friston given the (smaller in scale) than a full public
potential for a new substation to be required information exhibition. Full public

should the Friston substation not be information exhibitions are planned for
constructed under the EALIN and EA2 Saxmundham and Aldeburgh, both of
DCOs. If Friston village hall is not which are around a 10-minute car journey
considered appropriate, could an event not  from Friston.

be held in Knodishall village hall? National Grid had considered the

suitability of Knodishall village hall for an
event but as it is only marginally larger
than the venue at Friston, National Grid
did not consider the venue suitable and
does not propose to hold an event at this

location.

3.6 The inclusion of events in the morning, National Grid welcomed and noted this No amendment
afternoon, evening and weekends is comment. required.
welcomed. It is important that the
representatives from National Grid attending
these events are not only fully briefed on the
Sea Link project but are also fully informed
about challenges being faced in East Suffolk
by the other consented and proposed
NSIPs.

3.7.1 Only two webinars are proposed to be held, National Grid welcomed this comment and Section 3.7 of the
one on the Suffolk proposals and one on the confirmed it added two additional live SoCC (see section 6
Kent proposals. During the previous non- webinars to the consultation programme, Application
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

statutory consultation 6 were held across the along with making a pre-recorded webinar

two counties. Whilst | appreciate that

addition forms of sessions are being held i.e.

‘Ask the Experts’, webinars allow those who
cannot attend the in person events to gain
valuable information about the project in an
easily digestible manner. It is requested that
additional webinars are held within the first
half of the consultation period.

available on the project website from the
start of the consultation period.

Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“3.7.1 A total of five
webinars will be held
during the first week
of the consultation
period.

3.7.2 Two webinars
will focus on a
summary of the
proposals in Suffolk,
whilst two will
summarise the
proposals in Kent. All
four sessions will
include details of the
marine proposals
relevant to the
proposed Project.

3.7.3 A fifth, pre-
recorded webinar will
be shared on the
project website at the
start of the
consultation period,
providing an overview
of the onshore
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

proposals in Suffolk
and Kent, along with
the marine
proposals.”

Table 3.4 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation) also
updated with details
of the additional

webinars.

3.7.6 It is requested that the questions raised and National Grid noted this comment and No amendment
answers during the webinars provided are  explained answers to frequently asked required.
included within a written document which is  questions (such as those asked during
published on the website following the webinars) will be made available on the
events. project website. National Grid confirmed in

light of questions raised during the
webinars that the frequently asked
questions will be updated accordingly.
However, it does not propose to provide a
public note of each meeting.

3.8 The ‘Ask the Expert’ sessions are National Grid welcomed this comment by No amendment
welcomed. East Suffolk Council. required.

3.9.1 It is considered that the elected National Grid confirmed this would have ~ No amendment
representatives from the districts and no impact on which local authorities are required.

country councils in both the PCZ and SCZ  consulted in Suffolk, as no additional
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC
should be included in the offer of briefing district or county councils are in the SCZ
meetings. versus the PCZ.

3.9.1 It is also considered that parish and town National Grid had regard to this comment No amendment
councils within the SCZ should be offered a and confirmed the PCZ has been required.
briefing meeting. designed to capture all those communities

most likely to be impacted by the
proposed Project.

Parish and town councils in the SCZ and
beyond are welcome to take part in the
consultation and/or request a briefing
meeting but given their distance from the
proposals National Grid does not propose
to proactively offer these meetings to
those in the SCZ.

3.9.1 The AONB Partnership is not identified National Grid noted this comment and Paragraph 3.9.1 of
within the organisations listed in 3.9.1, itis  reviewed the paragraph. the SoCC (see
considered that they should be added to the section 6 Application
list. Document 5.1.6

Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“...key prescribed
consultees, such as
AONB conservation

boards...”
3.9 There is no mention in Section 3.9 of tourist National Grid acknowledged this comment Paragraph 3.9.2 of
boards such as the Destination Management and reviewed the section. the SoCC (see
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Local
Authority

Section
of the
draft 2023
SoCC

Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority

Amendments to the
SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

3.10

Organisation who it would be useful to
include.

Section 3.10 refers to ‘seldom heard
groups’, in addition to those identified a [sic]
potentially hard to reach group are likely to
also be second home owners, consideration
should be given to this group within the
SoCC given the nature of the area affected
by the development.

section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“...third party groups
such as local
enterprise
partnerships, and
business groups and
destination
management
organisations.”

No amendment
required.

National Grid confirmed second home
owners are not a defined seldom heard
group. As such, it is not proposed to
include this group within the SoCC.
However, affected landowners that own a
second home within the draft order limits
will be contacted through the land
referencing process.

National Grid reiterated the activity
identified throughout Chapter 3 of the
SoCC provides details of the various other
means through which National Grid will
advertise the consultation, creating
opportunities for non-resident
homeowners to become aware of the
consultation.
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC

4.4.2 It is requested that a representative from National Grid explained Nautilus and No amendment
NGV in relation to both the Nautilus and LionLink are separate and distinct projects required.
LionLink projects is available at the in promoted by National Grid Ventures, a
person consultation events and briefing legally separate part of the National Grid
sessions provided. group.

As these projects progress, they will hold
their own consultation events. To avoid
the potential for confusion as to what is
being consulted on at the Sea Link
statutory consultation, National Grid did
not propose to invite Nautilus or LionLink
personnel to the Sea Link public
information exhibitions. However, details
of where more information on each project
can be found will be made available at the
Sea Link exhibitions.

Figure A.1 The background map utilised makes it National Grid welcomed this comment. The maps were made
difficult to interpret, a different background larger and place
map may make this clearer. It is important names made more
that the PCZ and SCZ is easy to identify with visible.
reference to landmarks.

Figure A.1 The map does not illustrate the onshore National Grid noted this comment from The maps were made
Order Limits, it is important that a drawing to East Suffolk Council. larger and place
illustrate the onshore area is provided within names made more
the SoCC. This drawing should be clear and visible.

easy to understand. This is also particularly
important as the PCZ and SCZ have been
identified based on a set distance from the
onshore Order Limits.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 33



Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC

draft 2023 Planning Act 2008

SoCC
Thanet General  The consultation materials and presentation National Grid welcomed this comment. No amendment
District comment methods are considered to be required.
Council comprehensive. The ability to request

printed copies of the document to be posted
free of charge (it is noted this excludes the
PEIR) and also make an appointment to
‘Ask the Experts’ is welcomed.

General  Copies of all the consultation documents National Grid noted this comment and No amendment
comment should be available on the proposed website explained whilst it is not feasible to make required.
as HTML and downloadable pdf documents, copies of all consultation documents
for ease of use for the community. Any pdf  available in HTML format, National Grid is
document should be capped in size to allow pleased to commit to developing an
ease of viewing/download. The SOCC enhanced consultation website that will
should be updated to reflect this. present all content from the Project
overview document in HTML format.
PDFs uploaded to the Project’s website
will be subject to a maximum size of
50mb.

General  The website should allow free-text National Grid noted this comment and No amendment
comment responses to the proposal, to ensure that explained free text consultation feedback required.

those that wish to comment in this manner  can be submitted by email or post.

rather than via a feedback form, are not

excluded from the consultation process. The

SOCC should be updated to reflect this.

General  The website shall meet level AA of the Web National Grid explained it had No amendment
comment Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG endeavoured to make its website comply required.

2.1) as a minimum, with the SOCC updated as fully as possible with the Web

to state these requirements as well as Accessibility Initiative (WAI)'s Priority 1

checkpoints, as set out in Web Content
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the
accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
Planning Act 2008

including screen magnifiers and speech
recognition tools as assisted technologies.

General  The Council considers that the extent of the

comment Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) of 3km is
adequate and the intention to contact all
addresses within the PCZ with a
Consultation Pack is welcomed. The SOCC
should include a draft of the consultation
newsletter, feedback form, letters and emails
to be sent to residents, businesses and
interested patrties, to allow for comment on
this part of the consultation.

3.5.2 With regards to promoting the consultation
we would suggest that in addition to the
news outlets proposed, the consultation is
advertised in local papers in Thanet namely

Accessibility Guideline (WCAG) 1.0. In
addition, parts of the website and 3
checkpoints as well.

Accessibility features in place include the
ability to change text size and page
magnification, screen reader compatibility,
alt text on images, HTML tags in headings
and navigation menus, the use of logical
tab sequences in forms and fields and
keeping the use of JavaScript to an
absolute minimum.

National Grid noted the comment about
meeting WCAG 2.1 and is working on
improvements to its website to meet this
standard.

National Grid acknowledged this comment No amendment
and explained it does not propose to required.
include drafts of consultation materials

within the SoCC, as the final version of

the SoCC will be published alongside

these materials.

National Grid had regard to this comment Paragraph 3.5.2 of

and agreed to add the identified the SoCC (see

newspapers by Thanet District Council to section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

the KM Thanet Extra (a free newspaper and the list of publications in which it will place Appendix E
online publication) and through the Isle of adverts about the statutory consultation.  Statutory

Thanet News (an online news outlet). The consultation)
East Kent Mercury (which serves Deal and updated:
Sandwich within the Dover District) has also “ ..The newspapers
been suggested for completeness. will
include:
e Eastern Daily
Press

e East Anglian
Daily Times

e Ipswich Star
e Kentish Gazette

e Kent and Sussex
Courier

e KM Thanet Extra

e East Kent

Mercury”

Table 3.3 Itis recommended that a central Ramsgate National Grid noted this comment and Table 3.3 of the
location (perhaps held at the Town Council) undertook a further review and research  SoCC (see section 6
is added to the public information to identify and assess the viability of using Application
exhibitions/’Ask the Experts’ sessions and a venue in Central Ramsgate. These Document 5.1.6
the SOCC is updated to reflect this. included: Appendix E

e Radford House Statutory

consultation)
updated to include
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Local Section Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

Amendments to the
SoCC

Royal Temple Yacht Club
St. Luke’s Church Hall
St. Laurence Parish Hall
The Crane Shed

The Custom House

The venues were assessed and
considered unsuitable for public

consultation due to a lack of required floor

space, issues with accessibility, or
inadequacy of breakout room.

Radford House and St Laurence Parish
Hall were deemed suitable venues to host
an ‘Ask the Expert’ session. The former

was chosen due to its central location.

3.6 and The public information exhibitions and ‘Ask  National Grid noted this comment and
3.8 the Experts’ sessions are to be held in the explained event hours are subject to

morning/afternoon. Details have not been venue availability, but it is National Grid’'s

provided as to the hours proposed for these intention that at least one public
but ideally the afternoon sessions would run information exhibition/’Ask the Experts’
until late afternoon/early evening to support session in Kent would run into the

engagement. It is noted that at least one evening. The final version of the SoCC will

public information event within the District include full details of the event
will be held on a weekend and the webinars dates/times.

will be evening sessions.

Central Ramsgate as
a location for the Kent
‘Ask the Experts’
session.

The SoCC (see
section 6 Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated with final
event dates/times at
point of SoCC
publication, with at
least one public
information exhibition
and ‘Ask the Experts’
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local Regard had by National Grid in Amendments to the

Authority of the Authority accordance with Section 47(5) of the SoCC
draft 2023 Planning Act 2008
SoCC

session running into
late afternoon/early

evening.

3.9.1 The Council requests that stakeholder National Grid acknowledged this comment No amendment
briefing meetings as identified under and confirmed meetings will be offered required.
paragraph 3.9.1 occur prior to the prior to the start of the consultation period
consultation period for awareness and to and will take place dependent on
ensure they have the chance to comment on consultee availability.
the proposal during the statutory
consultation period. The SOCC should be
updated to reflect this.

3.10 The Council will continue to work with National Grid welcomed this comment No amendment
National Grid to identify seldom heard from Thanet District Council. required.
groups within the District and improve
inclusivity in consultation.

Table 3.7 Minster Library, Ramsgate Library and National Grid agreed to Thanet District Table 3.7 of the
Newington Library have been identified as  Council’s request for two hard copies. SoCC (see section 6
deposit point locations within the District. We Application
would request that a full hard copy set of the Document 5.1.6
documents is provided to Thanet District Appendix E
Council and a further set of hard copy Statutory
documents are provided to the Council for consultation)
display in Thanet Gateway. updated to include

Thanet District
Council and Thanet
Gateway as deposit
points.
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Local Section  Amendment/comment made by Local
Authority of the Authority

draft 2023

SoCC

Regard had by National Grid in
accordance with Section 47(5) of the
Planning Act 2008

Amendments to the
SoCC

General The SOCC must clearly outline how

comment personal data will be handled and protected
through the consultation process in
accordance with the provisions of the Data
Protection Act. The SOCC should make
clear that extracts of responses may be
published as part of the Consultation Report
and provide guidance on how those
responding can withdraw their consent for
this.

National Grid noted this comment and
explained data protection information is
included in the feedback form and on the
dedicated Proposed Project website.

4.1.6 and 4.1.7 of the
SoCC (see section 6
Application
Document 5.1.6
Appendix E
Statutory
consultation)
updated:

“All feedback will be
handled in
accordance with all
applicable laws
concerning the
protection of personal
data, including the
UK General Data
Protection Regulation
(GDPR).

More information on
how National Grid will
use the information
collected about
respondents can be
found in the
consultation feedback
form and on the
Project’s website
during the
consultation period.”
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Table 1.1 SoCC Compliance Table

Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

1- 1.14 ... NGET has consulted with and had regard to
Introduction comments from the following local authorities
whilst developing the SoCC:

e Suffolk County Council
e East Suffolk Councll
e Kent County Council
e Thanet District Council

e Dover District Council

1.2.7 Before submitting an application the Planning
Inspectorate, the Planning Act requires NGET to
carry out consultation, including with people living
in the vicinity of the land where the proposed
project is to be sited.

2—The Sea 2.3.6 The list of consultees is kept under ongoing
Link Project review. In instances where additional prescribed
consultees were identified following non-statutory

National Grid can confirm that the draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC) section 1 Application
Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC was issued for
comment to the identified local authorities between 22
June and 20 July 2023. Whilst not identified under
section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, National Grid also
chose to consult the Marine Management Organisation
(MMO) on the content of its draft SoCC, as much of the
proposed Project is located offshore.

Comments were received from all local authorities,
section 3 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC whilst the MMO did not have any feedback. This
feedback was incorporated into an updated SoCC,
which was published as part of the statutory
consultation section 6 Application Document 5.1.5
Appendix D SoCC. Additionally, National Grid issued
an update to local authorities to evidence how their
feedback had been considered and incorporated into
the final version of the SoCC on 2 October 2023, see
section 4 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC.

As per the requirements of the Planning Act 2008,
National Grid can confirm that it held a statutory public
consultation on its proposals for Sea Link between 24
October and 18 December 2023.

National Grid can confirm the list of consultees is kept
under ongoing review, see section 9.2.9 and table 9.1
Application Document 5.1 Consultation Report for
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC

consultation, these were subsequently contacted additional consultees identified for targeted

and given the opportunity to engage with the consultation.

proposed Project. We have continued to review

the list of consultees as the proposed Project has

developed, to ensure that it is maintained and up-

to-date.
3- 3.1.1 The statutory consultation will run for a period of ~ National Grid can confirm that the statutory consultation
Consulting eight weeks. It will take place between 24 October took place between the dates identified in the SoCC
on the 2023 and 18 December 2023. All responses to the (see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix
proposed consultation must be received before 23:59 onthe D SoCC (24 October and 18 December 2023)), with
application closing date. Postal responses will be accepted postal responses accepted until 2 January 2024.

until 2 January 2024.

3.21 National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) will National Grid can confirm that the statutory consultation

seek views and feedback on all aspects of the
proposed Project, including the:

proposed offshore route of the HVDC cable,
from landfall to landfall

proposed onshore route of the HVDC cable,
from landfall to converter station

proposed route of the HVAC link between
the Saxmundham converter station and
Friston substation

proposed Friston substation

potential approach to co-ordination and co-
location of infrastructure with other
forthcoming infrastructure projects

proposed 400 kilovolt (kV) link between the
Minster converter station and substation,

Feedback form (see Section 8 Application Document
5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation) sought
views on all of the topics identified in the SoCC, see
section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC.

Additionally, the Feedback form (see section 8
Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
consultation) included free text areas for respondents
to provide comments on any topics where a specific
guestion was not asked. Free text responses to the
consultation were also accepted via email and post,
providing a further opportunity for respondents to
comment on all aspects of the proposals.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

and the Canterbury to Richborough 400 kV
overhead line

e construction methodology

e likely environmental affects arising from the
proposed Project

e opportunities for biodiversity net gain and
mitigation of potential environmental
impacts.

3.24 ...Paper copies of the non-technical summary of
the PEIR will be available at deposit points and on
request. A fee will not be charged for paper copies
of the non-technical summary of the PEIR.

3.3.1 ...All views are welcomed, and NGET will have
regard to all comments and feedback when
developing the details of the proposed Project for
our application for development consent.

3.3.2 ... Two consultation zones have been developed
to assist engagement with the local community.

National Grid can confirm that paper copies of the Non-
technical summary of the PEIR (see Section 16
Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
consultation) were available at the deposit points listed
in the SoCC (see section 6 Application Document
5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) throughout the statutory
consultation period. Additionally, any requests for paper
copies of the PEIR to be sent by post were actioned.

National Grid has had regard to all feedback received at
the statutory consultation stage through the
Application Document 5.1 Consultation Report and
associated Appendices.

National Grid can confirm that two consultation zones
were developed for the statutory consultation stage, as
outlined in Appendix A of the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

The primary consultation zone (PCZ) extended 3 km
from the draft order limits, whilst the secondary
consultation zone (SCZ) extended 5 km from the draft
order limits.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC
3.34 NGET will also directly consult the following National Grid can confirm that all residential and

groups and individuals:

All residential and business addresses
within the PCZ

Parish councils representing parishes within
the PCZ

Members of Parliament (MPs) representing
constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
and SCZ

elected representatives in local authorities
within the PCZ

‘seldom heard groups’ within both
consultation zones who have been drawn to
our attention, representing people who are
unlikely to respond to traditional consultation
techniques, and may need additional
support to access materials relevant local
interest groups, such as residents’
associations, community groups and groups
with particular specialisms, such as
environmental groups

marine users such as fisheries, developers
and existing infrastructure owners.

business addresses within the PCZ were directly
contacted by post at the start of the statutory
consultation. This mailing was sent via Royal Mail 15t
Class post on 20 October 2023. Of the 35,142
addresses within the PCZ mailing area, 288 of the
consultation packs were subsequently returned to
sender. It should be noted that Storm Babet was
causing localised disruption in Suffolk around the time
that the PCZ mailing begun to be delivered, which may
have impacted delivery timescales.

Parish councils and marine users were directly
contacted via post and email in line with their status as
prescribed consultees (see subsequent section for
more detail). Additionally, parish councils were
contacted via email prior to the start of the consultation
(25 August) with the offer of a pre-consultation briefing.
Parish councils were then contacted again during the
consultation (21 November) with a reminder of this
briefing offer.

MPs, elected representatives and seldom heard groups
were directly contacted as non-prescribed consultees
via post and email. This mailing was sent via Royal Mail
15t Class post on 20 October 2023, with the email
version of the non-prescribed consultee notification sent
on 23 October 2023. It should be noted that Storm
Babet was causing localised disruption in Suffolk
around the time that the mailing begun to be delivered,
which may have impacted delivery timescales. An
additional mailing to 49 seldom-heard consultees was
iIssued on 26 October 2023. Following the issuance of
the above consultation notifications, a backcheck was
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.35 In addition to the local community, NGET will
consult prescribed bodies and local authorities as
required under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the
Planning Act and undertake the relevant
notification under the EIA Regulations. NGET will
also consult Persons with an Interest in Land
(PILs) under section 42(1)(d).

undertaken for any email bounce backs, and alternative
points of contact were identified wherever possible.

MPs were additionally contacted via email prior to the
start of the consultation (29 August 2023) with the offer
of a pre-consultation briefing. Local authority officers
were also contacted via email prior to the start of the
consultation offering a pre-consultation briefing on
behalf of elected members.

Seldom heard groups were directly consulted as non-
prescribed consultees by post and email (see
subsequent section for further details). A follow-up was
sent via email on 7 November 2023, with two further
emails issued to 87 seldom-heard groups specifically
representing younger people. These emails contained
information about the consultation, encouraged
feedback and included an invitation to a youth webinar
on 12 December 2023.

For further details see Chapter 7 Application
Document 5.1 Consultation Report.

National Grid can confirm that prescribed consultees
were directly contacted via letter and email immediately
at or prior to the start of the consultation. The mailing to
s42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) (see section 5 Application
Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation)
consultees was sent via Royal Mail's Tracked24 service
on 20 October 2023, whilst the email version of the
prescribed consultee notification was sent via 23
October 2023.

Following the launch of the consultation, a backcheck
took place to ensure that at least one of the
letter/emails identified above had been delivered

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link



Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

Table 3.1 — Table 3.1 [Newsletter] A summary newsletter which outlines
Consultation how members of the public can get involved in the
materials consultation, including dates and times of public

information exhibitions, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, locations of where more
detailed information about the proposals can be
found (including both physical and virtual
locations, such as on the Project’s website), how
to submit feedback and the contact details for the
Project Team.

Table 3.1 [Newsletter, feedback form] The newsletter will be
posted to all residential and business addresses
within the PCZ as part of the ‘Consultation Pack.’

successfully to each s42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) consultee.
From this, it was identified that 13 letters had not been
delivered, along with 22 emails. Of those consultees
affected by this, only the Equality and Human Rights
Commission had not received notice of the consultation
by either post or email. An email was sent to an
alternative contact at the EHRC on 29 November 2023,
followed by a postal consultation pack on 30 November
2023. The response deadline for this consultee was
extended to 5 January 2024, to ensure that the
consultee had at least 28 days to provide a response.

For further details see Chapter 7 Application
Document 5.1 Consultation Report.

National Grid can confirm that the newsletter (see
section 7 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
Statutory consultation) produced as part of the
statutory consultation met the description of the
document included in the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that the newsletter (see
section 7 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
Statutory consultation) was sent as part of a
consultation pack to all residential and business
properties in the PCZ at the start of the statutory
consultation period, See section 7.4 and Table 7.2
Application Document 5.1 Consultation Report.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

Table 3.1 [Newsletter, project overview document, project
overview document — 10 minute read, options
selection and design evolution report, non-
statutory consultation report, feedback form, PEIR
non-technical summary] Members of the public will
also be able to collect a copy of the document at
the deposit points (see 3.11 for detail).

Table 3.1 [Newsletter, project overview document, project
overview document — 10 minute read, options
selection and design evolution report, non-
statutory consultation report, feedback form,
consultation banners, consultation banners —
audio version, plans and drawings, Preliminary
Environmental Information Report (PEIR), non-
technical summary of the PEIR] The document will
also be available to download via the Project’s
website and printed copies will be posted on
request.

Table 3.1 [Newsletter, project overview document, feedback
form, non-technical summary of the PEIR] We will
consider requests for copies of the document in
alternative formats (such as braille, large print,
translations) on a case-by-basis, taking into
account individual circumstances.

Table 3.1 [Project overview document] A single document
which gives a comprehensive overview of the
proposed Project, its various components and
where to find more detailed information and
contact the Project Team. The document will be
written in non-technical language that is readily
accessible to the general public.

National Grid can confirm that the deposit points (see
section 7.4.7 and table 7.4 Application Document 5.1
Consultation Report) were stocked with the list of
materials outlined in the SoCC (see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) prior
to the start of the statutory consultation and restocked
as required during the consultation.

National Grid can confirm that all documents identified
in the list of materials within the SoCC (see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) were
uploaded to the dedicated consultation website for the
start of the consultation.

Some appendices to the PEIR and the audio version of
some of the exhibition boards were not uploaded for the
start of the consultation, but this was rectified during the
first few days of the consultation and still left a further
28 days until the end of consultation.

National Grid can confirm that a provider for the
provision of alternative format versions of consultation
materials was identified, but that no requests for such
materials were received.

National Grid can confirm that the Project overview
document (see section 4 Application Document 5.1.6
Appendix E Statutory consultation) produced as part
of the statutory consultation met the description of the
document included in the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC

Table 3.1 [Project overview document — 10 minute read] A National Grid can confirm that the Project overview
condensed version of the Project overview document — 10 minute read document (see section 13
document, intended to concisely summarise and  Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
explain the background to the proposed Project consultation) produced as part of the statutory
and current proposals. The document is intended consultation met the description of the document
to have a ‘read time’ of 10 minutes or less. included in the SoCC, see section 6 Application

Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

Table 3.1 [Options selection and design evolution report] A National Grid can confirm that the Options selection and
document outlining the development of the design evolution report (see section 14 Application
proposed Project and the rationale behind each Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation)
component. produced as part of the statutory consultation met the

description of the document included in the SoCC, see
Section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC.

Table 3.1 [Non-statutory consultation report] A document National Grid can confirm that the Non-statutory
outlining the non-statutory consultation undertaken consultation report (see section 1 Application
between October and December 2022. The report Document 5.1.5 Appendix C Non-Statutory
will provide a summary of the feedback received  Consultation) produced as part of the statutory
and identify how NGET has had regard to that consultation met the description of the document
feedback. included in the SoCC, see section 6 Application

Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

Table 3.1 [Feedback form] Feedback form with qualitative National Grid can confirm that Feedback form (see
and quantitative questions to gain thoughts and section 8 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
feedback on the proposed Project. Statutory consultation) produced as part of the
The feedback form will be split into a section statutory consultation met the description of the
specific to Kent and Suffolk. document included in the SoCC, see section 6

Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.
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Section of Paragraph

Commitment as set out in the SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

SoCC of SoCC

Table 3.1 [Consultation banners] Summary consultation National Grid can confirm that the Consultation banners
banners will be produced to provide an overview of (see section 15 Application Document 5.1.6
key components of the proposed Project. Banners Appendix E Statutory consultation) produced as part
will be designed to assist the understanding of the of the statutory consultation met the description of the
proposed Project and will allow for further document included in the SoCC, see section 6
discussion with members of the Project Team Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.
during public information events and other
meetings.

Table 3.1 [Consultation banners — audio version] To assist  National Grid can confirm that an audio version of the
those with visual impairments, an audio version of  congyltation banners was made available online. The
the consultation banners will be made available.  5,dio version of some of the exhibition boards was not

uploaded for the start of the statutory consultation, but
this was rectified during the first few days of the
consultation.

Table 3.1 [Plans and drawings] Plans and drawings of the National Grid can confirm that the plans and drawings
proposed Project to assist with understanding the (see section 3 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix
proposals. E Statutory consultation) produced as part of the

statutory consultation met the description included in
the SoCC, see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5
Appendix D SoCC.

Table 3.1 [Preliminary Environmental Information Report National Grid can confirm that the Preliminary
(PEIR)] The PEIR details environmental Environmental Information Report (PEIR) produced as
information and the results of preliminary part of the statutory consultation met the description of
assessments of any likely significant the document included in the SoCC, see section 6
environmental impacts of the proposed Project, Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.
along with proposed mitigations.

Table 3.1 [Non-technical summary of the PEIR] A National Grid can confirm that the Non-technical

condensed version of the PEIR, intended to

summary of the PEIR (see Section 16 Application
Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation)

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

concisely summarise and explain the purpose of
the PEIR and its findings.

Table 3.1 [Project’s website] A detailed consultation website.

Table 3.2 Interactive Project map with layers that can be
added and removed - To enable members of the
public to see how different components of the
proposed Project fit together and how they interact
with the existing area.

Table 3.2 Interactive Project map directing members of the
public and stakeholders to general arrangement
plan maps - To enable members of the public and
other stakeholders to access detailed maps of the
proposed Project.

Table 3.2 HTML/digitally accessible version of Project
overview document - To present the content of the
Project overview document in a format more
compatible with accessibility tools and different
device formats

Table 3.2 Videos, infographics and animations - To aide with
understanding of the proposed Project.

Table 3.2 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs) - To provide
answers to frequently asked questions without the

produced as part of the statutory consultation met the
description of the document included in the SoCC, see
section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that a detailed dedicated
Proposed Project website was produced for the
statutory consultation.

National Grid can confirm that the Interactive Project
map produced as part of the statutory consultation met
the description included in the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that the Interactive Project
map produced as part of the statutory consultation met
the description included in the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that the HTML/digitally
accessible version of the Project overview document
produced as part of the statutory consultation met the
description included in the SoCC, see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that videos, infographics and
animations produced as part of the statutory
consultation met the description included in the SoCC,
see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix
D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that answers to frequently
asked questions were published online in accordance

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

need to contact the Project Team or attend an in-
person event.

Table 3.2 Online feedback form - To enable members of the
public to submit their feedback online and reduce
the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Table 3.2 Webinar sign-up form - To enable members of the
public to sign-up to webinars.

Table 3.2 ‘Ask the Experts’ sign-up form - To enable
members of the public to book a video, telephone
or in-person ‘Ask the Experts’ appointment.

Table 3.2 Contact details - To provide details of how to
contact the Project Team for any further questions.

Table 3.2 Accessibility - The Project’s website will be
compatible with assistive technology such as
screen readers, to ensure accessibility for all those
engaging with the consultation.

3.5.1 NGET will contact all addresses within the PCZ
with a Consultation Pack (to include a newsletter,
feedback form and freepost envelope). A map
showing the PCZ can be found in Appendix A.

3.5.2 The consultation will be advertised in local
newspapers to provide details of where more

with the SoCC, see section 6 Application Document
5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that an online version of the
Feedback form (see Section 8 Application Document
5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation) was
available online throughout the statutory consultation
period.

National Grid can confirm that those interested in
attending a webinar could register online during the
statutory consultation period.

National Grid can confirm that those interested in
attending an ‘Ask the Experts’ session could register
online during the statutory consultation period.

National Grid can confirm that contact details for the
Project Team were included in consultation materials
and online.

The existing project website was compatible with
screen reader technology, at the start of the statutory
consultation, this was subsequently enhanced through
the interactive/HTML version of the project overview
document.

National Grid can confirm that the PCZ area identified in
Appendix A of the SoCC (see section 6 Application
Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) was that to which
it sent a consultation pack at the start of the statutory
consultation period.

National Grid can confirm that advertisements were
placed in local newspapers as follows:

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

SoCC of SoCC
information can be found, how to respond, and the e East Anglian Daily Times, 24 October 2023
dates of the public exhibitions. The newspapers (print), multi-day across consultation period
will include: (digital);
o Eastern Daily Press e Ipswich Star, 24 October2023 (print), multi-
e East Anglian Daily Times day across consultation period (digital);
e Ipswich Star e Eastern Daily Press, 24 October2023 (print),
multi-day across consultation period
e Kentish Gazette (digital);
e Kent and Sussex Courier e Kentish Gazette, 26 2023 October;
e KM Thanet Extra e Kent and Sussex Courier, 27 October 2023;
o East Kent Mercury e East Kent Mercury, 25 October 2023;
e KM Thanet Extra, 25 October 2023;
e Isle of Thanet News, multi-day across
consultation period (digital);
e Kent Live, multi-day across consultation
period (digital); and
e Kent Online, multi-day across consultation
period (digital).
For a copy of the advertisements, see section 18
Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
consultation.
3.5.3 The circulation areas of these newspapers extend National Grid can confirm that the circulation areas of

across both the PCZ and SCZ, and beyond.

the newspapers identified in 3.5.2 of the SoCC (see
section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D
SoCC) extend across the PCZ, SCZ and beyond.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.54 The consultation will also be promoted via
statutory notices published in local and national
newspapers, as well as in the London Gazette,
Fishing News and Lloyd’s List, giving details about
the consultation in accordance with section 47 and
48 of the Planning Act. Site notices displaying this
information will also be placed at key locations
along the route of the proposed Project.

3.5.5 NGET will work with parishes and local authorities
across the PCZ to advertise the consultation in
parish magazines, on council websites and on
council social media channels. Posters will also be
sent to parish councils to display and raise
awareness of the consultation.

National Grid can confirm that section 47 and 48
notices were placed as follows:

Section 47 notices

e East Anglian Daily Times, 17 October 2023;
and

o Kentish Gazette, 19 October 2023.

Section 48 notices

e East Anglian Daily Times, 17 October and
24 October 2023;

o Kentish Gazette, 19 October and 26
October 2023;

e The Guardian, 24 October 2023;

e Lloyd’s List, 24 October 2023;

e The Gazette, 26 October 2023; and
e Fishing News, 24 October 2023.

To see a copy of the advertisements see sections 18
and 22 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
Statutory consultation.

National Grid can confirm that parish councils and local
authorities were invited to pre-consultation briefing,
consulted as a prescribed consultee via email and/or
letter at the start of the statutory consultation period and
by follow-up email. Posters (see sections 19 and 22
Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
consultation) were sent to parish councils on 04
November 2023.
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.5.6 Adverts will be placed on Facebook and Instagram
to help raise general awareness of the
consultation and target a broad range of
demographics across the PCZ and SCZ, including
those that might not otherwise engage with the
consultation. These social channels have been
selected due to their success during the non-
statutory consultation.

3.5.7 In accordance with the Government’s approach to
digital communication, all consultation materials
will be available on our website:
nationalgrid.com/sealink. Those who have
enquiries in relation to the documents, plans and

maps will be able to call || EGE

3.5.8 Requests for paper copies of the technical
documents will be reviewed on a case by-case
basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable
copying charge may apply, to be paid for by the
recipient and up-to a maximum value of £300 for
the whole suite of consultation documents. These
can be requested by contacting the Project Team
by email at contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com, or

by calling I

3.5.9 NGET will also consider requests for alternative
formats of documents, such as translations and
large print, on a case-by-case basis to take into
account individual circumstances. Requests can

National Grid can confirm that an advertising campaign
across Facebook and Instagram (see sections 20 and
22 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
Statutory consultation) launched at the start of the
statutory consultation period.

National Grid can confirm that all documents identified
in the list of materials within the SoCC (see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) were
uploaded to consultation website for the start of the
consultation.

Some appendices to the PEIR and the audio version of
some of the exhibition boards were not uploaded for the
start of the consultation, but this was rectified during the
first few days of the consultation and still left a further
28 days until the end of consultation.

National Grid can confirm that it sent out paper copies
of consultation materials in response to requests
received throughout the statutory consultation period.

National Grid can confirm that a provider for the
provision of alternative format versions of consultation
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC

be made using the contact details provided in materials was identified, but that no requests for such
3.5.8. materials were received.

3.6.1 Nine public information exhibitions will be held for  National Grid can confirm that nine public information
communities to find out information about the exhibitions were held, in accordance with Table 3.3 of
proposed Project and the consultation and talk 10 {he SoCC, (see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5
representatives from the Project Team. The Appendix D SoCC) as follows:
exhibitions will be held at suitable, publicly
accessible venues that are within or near to the — 8 November2023 , 12:30pm-5:30pm*, Old
PCZ. Generator Station, Aldeburgh —c. 250

attendees

— 9 November 2023, 11am-4:30pm, Old Generator
Station, Aldeburgh — c. 250 attendees

— 15 November 2023, 2:30pm-7:30pm, Cliffsend
Village Hall — 58 attendees

— 16 November 2023, 12pm-5:30pm, Minster
Village Hall — 55 attendees

— 17 November 2023, 10am-3pm, Guildhall,
Sandwich — 56 attendees

— 24 November 2023, 1pm-6pm, Market Hall,
Saxmundham — c. 244 attendees

— 25 November2023, 11am-4pm, Market Hall,
Saxmundham — 231 attendees

— 29 November 2023, 2pm-7pm, Cliffsend Village
Hall — 54 attendees

— 2 December 2023, 11am-3pm, Royal Harbour
Academy, Newington — 32 attendees

Total number of attendees: c. 1,230
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Section of Paragraph
SoCC of SoCC

Commitment as set out in the SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.6.2

3.6.5

3.7.1

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be
made available in print format at each exhibition.
There will also be a series of banners to present
the proposals for the proposed Project, including
maps.

At least one of the public information events, in
both Kent and Suffolk, will be held on a weekend,
to ensure as broad a range of people as possible
are able to attend the events.

A total of five webinars will be held during the
consultation period.

*The non-technical summary of the PEIR incorrectly
stated that this event started at 12pm rather than
12:30pm. Although this is the only location at which the
incorrect time was advertised, members of the project
team were ready to receive visitors from 12pm.

National Grid can confirm that copies of the relevant
consultation materials, along with the Consultation
banners, were available at each public information
exhibition, see Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix
E Statutory consultation.

National Grid held one public information exhibition in
both Suffolk and Kent which took place on a Saturday.

National Grid can confirm that a total of five public
webinars took place during the statutory consultation
period:

— 25 October 2023, Our proposals in Suffolk and
offshore — 23 attendees

— 26 October 2023, Our proposals in Kent and
offshore — 5 attendees

— 31 October 2023, Our proposals in Suffolk and
offshore — Postponed due to technical
difficulties

— 1 November 2023, Our proposals in Kent and
offshore — 8 attendees
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC
SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.7.2 Two webinars will focus on a summary of the
proposals in Suffolk, whilst two will summarise the
proposals in Kent. All four sessions will include
details of the marine proposals relevant to the
proposed Project.

3.7.3 A fifth, pre-recorded webinar will be shared on the
project website at the start of the consultation
period, providing an overview of the onshore

— 22 November 2023, Our proposals in Suffolk and
offshore (rearranged from 31 October2023) - 3
attendees

— 8 December2023, Our proposals in Suffolk and
offshore (additional session) - 11 attendees

Total number of attendees: 50

A webinar advertised in the SoCC (see section 6
Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) for
31 October 2023 had to be postponed due to technical
difficulties. The webinar was subsequently rearranged
for 22 November, with notice of this webinar added to
the website prior to the rearranged session. All
stakeholders that had registered for the previous
webinar were due to be contacted with notice of the
rearranged session on 17 November, but due to human
error some were missed.

A further session was therefore held on 8 December,
with all those who had registered for the postponed
session or contacted the project team to say they had
been unable to attend a previous session contacted.

National Grid can confirm that the content of the
webinars is consistent with the description included in
the SoCC, see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5
Appendix D SoCC.

National Grid can confirm that a pre-recorded webinar
was uploaded online to the dedicated Proposed Project
website at the start of the statutory consultation period.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link

18



Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC

proposals in Suffolk and Kent, along with the

marine proposals.

3.7.5 Each live webinar will include a ‘Question & National Grid can confirm that the content of the
Answer’ session, enabling members of the public  webinars is consistent with the description included in
to submit questions to the team for a response. the SoCC, see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5

Appendix D SoCC.

3.7.6 One of each type of webinar detailing the National Grid can confirm that at least one of each type
proposals in Suffolk and Kent will include live of webinar (1 November 2023 for Kent, 22 November
captions and include a British Sign Language and 8 December 2023 for Suffolk) included a BSL
interpreter. interpreter and the option of auto-generated live

captions.

3.7.7 Members of the public can register for a webinar  National Grid can confirm that those interested in
through the Project’s website or by email. attending a webinar were able to register their

attendance in accordance with the methods set out in
the SoCC, see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5
Appendix D SoCC.

3.7.8 The recording of one of each type of webinar will  National Grid can confirm that the recordings of one of
be posted on the Project’s website shortly after the each type of webinar were made available online on the
webinar has taken place, to allow members of the dedicated Proposed Project website shortly after taking
public and those with an interest in the place.
consultation to view in their own time.

3.8.1 ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions will provide an

opportunity for those with more detailed questions
about the proposed Project and/or those unable to
attend a public exhibition or webinar to speak
directly with members of the Project Team. These
sessions will be delivered on an appointment-only
basis and will be made available in person, via
telephone call or video call.

National Grid can confirm that a mix of in-person and
virtual ‘ask the experts’ sessions took place during the
statutory consultation period:

e 26 October, virtual — no appointments
e 2 November, virtual — 1 appointment

e 7 November 2023, virtual — 2 appointments
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

e 23 November 2023, Friston Village Hall, Suffolk
— 11 appointments

¢ 1 November2023, Radford House, Ramsgate,
Kent — 6 appointments

e 6 December, virtual — 6 appointments

Total number of appointments: 26

National Grid can confirm that a mix of in-person and
virtual ‘ask the experts’ sessions took place during the
statutory consultation period (see above). The venues

weeks that a public information exhibition is taking oy in-person meetings were distinct from the locations

SoCC of SoCC

3.8.2 Telephone and video call appointment slots will be
offered throughout the consultation period, whilst
in-person appointments will be offered during
place. NGET will seek to hold in-person
appointments at venues closer to our proposals
that would not have been suitable for a full public
information exhibition.

3.9.1 NGET will offer briefing meetings with the following

stakeholders in the run-up to, or during the
consultation:

MPs, where all or part of their constituencies
lie within either consultation zone

elected representatives of district and county
councils within the PCZ

parish councils, where all or part of the
parish falls within the PCZ

local authorities

key prescribed consultees, such as AONB
conservation boards

at which it held full public information exhibitions.

National Grid can confirm that parish councils and local
authorities were invited to a pre-consultation briefing,
consulted as a prescribed consultee via email and/or
letter at start of consultation period and by follow-up
emalil (see previous sections for further detail).

Briefings took place during the statutory consultation
period as follows:

e Suffolk County Council members’ briefing,
24 October 2023;

e East Suffolk Council members’ briefing, 6
November 2023;
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SoCC of SoCC

How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment

3.9.2 NGET will also meet with other organisations and

persons with an Interest in Land (PILs)
under sections 42(1)(d) of the Planning Act

individuals upon request. These may include:

e Kent County, Dover District and Thanet
District Council officers’ briefing, 7
November 2023;

e Kenty County Council members’ briefing, 7
November 2023;

e Environment Agency briefing, 7 November
2023;

e PIL briefing*, 14 November 2023;

e Minster Parish Council, 16 November 2023;
e Friston Parish Council, 24 November 2023;
e Canterbury City Council, 8 December 2023;

e Kelsale-cum-Carlton Parish Council, 13
December 2023;

e Leiston Town Council, 13 December 2023;
and

e Aldeburgh Town Council, 15 December
2023.

*A letter was sent to all PILs on 10 November that
invited them to a specific webinar briefing on the
proposals and 18 PILs attended the webinar on 14
November 2023.

National Grid can confirm that several briefings took
place during the statutory consultation period:

e Local authority briefings, various (see
above); and
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e prescribed bodies and local authorities
under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the
Planning Act

e third party groups such as local enterprise
partnerships, business groups and
destination management organisations

e community groups and residents’
associations with a close geographical
relationship to the proposed Project

e parish councils which fall outside of the PCZ

e interest groups with a close relationship to
the proposed Project.

Table 3.6 e reaching out to local centres of education to
offer engagement opportunities

e reaching out to community groups
representing underrepresented minority
ethnic groups to offer engagement
opportunities

e reaching out to community groups
representing travellers to offer engagement
opportunities

e reaching out to community groups
representing digitally isolated groups to offer
engagement opportunities

3.11.1 Whilst this is no longer a statutory requirement,
paper copies of the project overview document,
options selection and design evolution report, non-

e Engaged communities’ forum, 26 October
2023.

National Grid can confirm that community groups
representing underrepresented minority ethnic groups,
travellers and digitally isolated groups were identified as
non-prescribed consultees and contacted by post and
email accordingly (see earlier section for more details).

Additionally, the project team arranged a webinar
targeted specifically at a youth audience for 12
December 2023. Invites to youth groups were issued on
29 November and 30 November 2023 and
subsequently followed-up by email. Targeted
advertising on Instagram was also utilised. A total of 4
members of the public registered for the session, but
none ultimately attended.

National Grid can confirm that the deposit points were
stocked with the list of materials outlined in the SoCC
(see section 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix
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SoCC of SoCC

statutory consultation report, SOCC, non-technical D SoCC) prior to the start of the statutory consultation
summary of the PEIR, newsletter, feedback form  and restocked as required during the consultation.
and freepost envelope will be made available at a

number of deposit points local to the proposals.

Information on how to access a digital copy of the

full PEIR will also be provided at deposit point

locations.
Table 3.8 Online | nationalgrid.com/sealink | Hours of Nati_onal _Grid can confirm that f[he contac'g chqnnels
operation — 24/7 outlined in the SoCC (see section 6 Application

Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC) were in operation

Email | contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com | Hours  throughout the statutory consultation period.
of operation — 9am-5pm weekdays

During w/c 6 November and w/c 13 November, the
Freephone | B | Hours of operation — telephony provider behind the freephone system
9am-5pm weekdays experienced intermittent technical difficulties that
Post | Freepost SEA LINK | Hours of operation — prevented _calls gonnecting. Any callers were directed to
24/7 leave a voicemail, and any messages received were
picked up promptly by the team.

3.12.2 The Project Team will respond to enquiries as National Grid can confirm that it sought to respond to
quickly as possible. Where a substantive response queries within 10 working days throughout the statutory
requires information that is not readily to hand, the consultation period, although this was not always
Project Team will endeavour to respond within ten possible at times of extremely high email traffic.
working days. Where this is not possible, an
explanation and holding response will be provided
within ten working days.

4— 4.1.1 During the consultation period, feedback can be National Grid can confirm that feedback was accepted
Responses submitted in the following ways: via the channels outlined in the SoCC (see section 6
to the e online via the Project’s website Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC)
consultation (nationalgrid.com/sealink) throughout the statutory consultation period.

e Dby post at FREEPOST Sea Link
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e by email (contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

4.1.3 Responses provided orally, such as via telephone,
will be accepted in exceptional circumstances on a
case-by-case basis, where someone may not
otherwise be able to respond to the consultation.

4.1.4 Feedback submissions sent by post will be
accepted up until 2 January 2024.

4.1.5 Although they will not be formally included as
consultation feedback, National Grid Electricity
Transmission (NGET) will endeavour to have
regard to feedback received after the end of the
consultation.

4.1.7 More information on how NGET will use the
information collected about respondents can be
found in the consultation feedback form and on the
Project’s website during the consultation period.

421 As set out in Figure 2.2, following the close of the
consultation all feedback will be collated, reviewed
and analysed to understand key themes and
concerns. Our proposals will be reviewed and,
where practicable, refined in light of feedback.

National Grid can confirm that a process for accepting
oral responses in exceptional circumstances was in
place, but that no requests to submit a response in this
way were received.

National Grid can confirm that postal responses were
accepted up until 2 January 2024.

National Grid held a further targeted consultation (see
Chapter 9 Application Document 5.1 Consultation
Report) on its proposals in July and August 2024,
where it invited further feedback on its plans separate to
the statutory consultation. Additionally, feedback
received outside of any consultation period was logged
and considered where possible.

National Grid can confirm that the digital and paper
versions of the Feedback form (see section 8
Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory
consultation) included details of how information
collected about respondents would be used.

National Grid can confirm that, following the close of the
statutory consultation, it had regard to all feedback
received, see sections 24 and 25 Application
Document 5.1.6 Appendix E Statutory consultation.
As a result of this feedback, along with the results of
technical and environmental assessments,
development of the Proposed Project (see sections 8.7
and 9.1 Application Document 5.1 Consultation
Report), it subsequently made several refinements to

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC
its plans that were the subject of a further targeted
consultation in July and August 2024.

422 The proposed application will be finalised, taking  The Consultation report sets out how National Grid has
into consideration the feedback received from the had regard to feedback in accordance with Section 49
consultation in accordance with section 49 of the  of the Planning Act 2008, see Chapter 8 Application
Planning Act. Document 5.1 Consultation Report and section 24

and 25 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
Statutory consultation.

4.2.3 A Consultation Report will be produced as part of National Grid can confirm that the Consultation report
the application for development consent, as (Application Document 5.1 Consultation Report)
required by section 37 (3)(c) of the Planning Act. = meets the description set out in the SoCC, see section
The report will include a summary of the 6 Application Document 5.1.5 Appendix D SoCC.
consultation process undertaken in accordance
with this SoCC and will set out how the feedback
from the consultation has shaped and influenced
the proposals as submitted within the application
for development consent.

424 Responses to the consultation and extracts of National Grid can confirm that extracts of responses
responses may be published as part of the report  have been included in the Consultation report, but with
unless specifically stated in the response. Any any personal information redacted, see section 24 and
responses that are published will have all personal 25 Application Document 5.1.6 Appendix E
details redacted. Statutory consultation.

4.2.6 The consultation report will be available online, National Grid can confirm that the Consultation report
alongside other application documents, once an (Application Document 5.1 Consultation Report) will
application for development consent has been be available on the Planning Inspectorate’s website
submitted. Paper copies will be available from the once the application for development consent has been
Project Team on request and subject to a printing validated, and that a process for actioning requests for
charge outlined in paragraph 3.5.8. paper copies of the application is in place.

4.4.2 NGET will work to understand other local projects National Grid can confirm that it sought to hold its

to ensure that the scope and context of this Project statutory consultation on Sea Link in a manner that

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link
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Section of Paragraph  Commitment as set out in the SoCC How National Grid has fulfilled the commitment
SoCC of SoCC

is clear in relation to the other consultations. This  made clear the relationship between the Proposed
could include: Project and other local projects.

e having headline information about the other
consultations at our events

e seeking to avoid holding events or running
advertisements and press releases on the
same dates and times as other
consultations, where appropriate

e ensuring that any responses submitted to
our statutory consultation that are intended
for another consultation is passed on to the
relevant community relations or consultation
team.

National Grid | March 2025 | Sea Link 26
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1.1
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11.2

113

1.14
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1.2

121

1.2.2

Introduction

Purpose of the document

This Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) sets out how National Grid
Electricity Transmission (NGET) intends to consult statutory consultees, stakeholders,
affected residents and local communities on its proposals to build an offshore high
voltage direct current (HVDC) link between Suffolk and Kent (and associated
infrastructure), ahead of its application for development consent.

The Sea Link Project (“the proposed Project”) requires consent from the relevant
Secretary of State via a Development Consent Order (DCO). This document has
therefore been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 (“the
Planning Act”), which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they
will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-
application consultation in accordance with this statement.

As the proposed Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC therefore also sets out how
NGET intends to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in
accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”).

In accordance with section 47(2) of the Planning Act, NGET has consulted with and had
regard to comments from the following local authorities whilst developing the SoCC:

e Suffolk County Council
e East Suffolk Councll
e Kent County Council
e Thanet District Council

e Dover District Council

The listed local authorities were consulted for 28 days, between 22 June and 20 July
2023 on the contents of this SoCC.

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Offshore transmission cables and their associated onshore infrastructure do not meet
the criteria to be considered Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) under
the Planning Act, meaning that permission for their construction is not normally sought
via an application for development consent.

However, on 4 March 2022 NGET wrote to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy* (“the Secretary of State”) to ask that they issue a direction on

I Now known as the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation
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whether the proposed Project can be treated as a development for which development
consent is required.

On 31 March 2022, the Secretary of State issued a direction confirming that the
proposed Project be treated as such, in accordance with section 35(1) of the Planning
Act.

Development consent is therefore required before construction of the proposed Project
can begin. However, ancillary works (such as the reconductoring of the existing 400
kilovolt (kV) line between Canterbury and Richborough) may be progressed through
separate consenting regimes or permitted development rights.

Since the section 35(1) direction was issued, plans for the proposed Project have
evolved to potentially include the installation of a new 400 kV overhead electric line of
more than 2 km in length in Kent. Should this be the case, this element would meet the
criteria to be classified as an NSIP under the Planning Act, meaning that development
consent would be required for this aspect of the proposed Project, irrespective of the
direction issued under section 35(1).

The application for development consent will be submitted to, and examined by, the
Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State. The Planning Inspectorate
will provide a recommendation to the Secretary of State, who will ultimately decide
whether to grant the development consent for the proposed Project. The development
consent order process is explained in further detail in Figure 2.2.

Before submitting an application to the Planning Inspectorate, the Planning Act requires
NGET to carry out consultation, including with people living in the vicinity of the land
where the proposed Project is to be sited.

The early involvement of local communities, including local authorities and
stakeholders, leads to applications that are better understood by all parties. It also helps
NGET identify valuable information about the potential impacts of a scheme, providing
the opportunity for mitigation measures to be considered and, where appropriate, built
into designs, before an application is submitted and considered.

Environmental Impact Assessment

The proposed Project is an ‘EIA Development’. On 24 October 2022, NGET submitted a
Scoping Report to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy,
to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed Project.

Within this Scoping Report, NGET gave formal notification under Regulation 8(1)(b) of
the EIA Regulations that it considers the proposed Project to meet the criteria outlined
in Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations to be considered as ‘EIA Development'.

A scoping opinion for the proposed Project was adopted by the Planning Inspectorate
(on behalf of the Secretary of State) on 1 December 2022.

About National Grid Electricity Transmission plc

National Grid sits at the heart of Great Britain’s energy system, connecting millions of
people and businesses to the energy they use every day. We bring energy to life: in the
heat, light and power we bring to our customer’s homes and businesses; in the way that



1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

145

1.4.6

1.4.7

we support our communities and help them to grow; and in the way we show up in the
world. It is our vision to be at the heart of a clean, fair and affordable energy future.

Within the National Grid Group there are distinctly separate legal entities, each with
their individual responsibilities and roles (see Figure 1.1). The roles of these are
summarised below. The proposed Project is being promoted by National Grid Electricity
Transmission.

National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) holds the transmission licence for
England and Wales under the Electricity Act 1989. NGET owns, builds, and maintains
the high voltage electricity transmission system in England and Wales — the overhead
lines, buried cables and substations that carry power around the country.

In 2022, Western Power Distribution became part of the National Grid Group and is now
National Grid Electricity Distribution (NGED). It is the local distribution network
operator for the Midlands, South West of England and South Wales.

The Electricity System Operator (ESO) controls the movement of electricity around
the country, transporting power from generators (such as wind farms) to local
distribution network operators, like NGED and UK Power Networks (UKPN), ensuring
that supply meets demand.

National Grid Ventures sits outside the core regulated businesses, investing in
technologies and partnerships that help accelerate our move to a clean energy future.
That includes interconnectors - connecting the UK with countries across the North Sea,
allowing trade between energy markets and efficient use of renewable energy
resources.

Both NGET and the ESO are licensed by the Government as electricity transmission
companies and are regulated by the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem),
which sets price controls and monitors how the companies develop and operate their
networks on behalf of consumers.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 3



Figure 1.1 Structure of National Grid group of companies
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National Grid National Grid ESO National Grid Ventures
Electricity Transmission Electricity Distribution Electricity System Operator
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@ DD

Owns and manages the high Own and operate the electricity The ESO is legally separate from the rest Operates a mix of energy assets
voltage electricity transmission distribution networks for the Midlands, of National Grid and ensures that Great and businesses to help accelerate

system in England and Wales. the South West of England and South Britain has the essential energy it needs the development of our clean energy
Wales, with 8m customer connections by making sure supply meets demand future (such as undersea interconnectors
serving a population of over 18m people. every second of every day. that allow the UK to share energy with

other European countries).

NGET has a statutory duty to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and
economical system of electricity transmission under the Electricity Act 1989 (“the
Electricity Act”). This includes a statutory obligation to offer to connect any new
generating stations or interconnectors applying to connect to the transmission system.

NGET is also required, under section 38 of the Electricity Act, to comply with the
provisions of Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act. Schedule 9 requires licence holders, in
the formulation of proposals to transmit electricity, to preserve amenity by:

Schedule 9(1)(a) “...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of
conserving flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest
and of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological
interest;” and

Schedule 9(1)(b) ‘...do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the
proposals would have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora,
fauna, features, sites, buildings or objects’.

How we set out to meet these environmental responsibilities and our commitments
relating to engagement and consultation about proposals, is explained in our
Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation
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The Sea Link Project

Background

The way we power the things we love is changing. In the years ahead, more of our
energy will come from renewable and low carbon sources of electricity as part of the
transition towards a net zero future.

There has already been a significant shift in how energy is generated in the UK. Last
year, coal was responsible for meeting just 1.5% of our energy needs, compared to
43% back in 2012. This is because more of the energy we use is coming from offshore
wind, nuclear power and trading energy through interconnectors with other neighbouring
countries. At the same time, demand for electricity is set to increase as other sectors of
the economy are decarbonised through electrification, such as heating and transport.

Whilst the existing high voltage electricity network has been sufficient until now, it does
not have the capability needed to reliably and securely transport all the energy that will
be connected in the years ahead. To make sure everyone has access to the clean,
affordable energy they need in the decades ahead, we need to deliver the largest
overhaul of the electricity grid in generations.

As much of the new renewable and low carbon electricity generation planned for the UK
is expected to be installed along the east coast, National Grid is investing significantly in
upgrading the existing network. It also needs to build new infrastructure, such as Sea
Link, to ensure that power can be transported from where it is generated to where it is
needed.

All of this work forms part of The Great Grid Upgrade — National Grid’s programme to
deliver over five times the amount of electricity transmission infrastructure in the next
seven years than has been built in the last 30 years.

The proposed Project

National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) is proposing to reinforce the network
between Suffolk and Kent via a new, primarily offshore, 2 GW high voltage direct
current (HVDC) link.

Sea Link has been designed to increase the capability of the network to carry low
carbon and renewable energy from where it is generated to homes and businesses
across the country.

The proposed Project is split into three elements, which are outlined as follows:
e Suffolk Onshore Scheme;

e Offshore Scheme; and

e Kent Onshore Scheme.

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme requires construction of the following key infrastructure to
facilitate the HVDC Link, including:
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e a connection from the existing transmission network via the proposed Friston
substation, including the National Grid part of the substation itself. The proposed
Friston substation already has development consent as part of other third-party
projects. If the proposed Friston substation has already been constructed under
another consent, only a connection into the substation would be constructed by Sea
Link

e a high voltage alternating current (HVAC) underground cable of approximately 1.7
km in length between the proposed Friston Substation and a proposed converter
station (below)

e a2 GW high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station up to 26 metres high
plus external equipment (such as lightning protection and railings for walkways) near
Saxmundham

e a HVDC underground cable connection of approximately 10 km in length between
the proposed converter station near Saxmundham, and a transition joint bay
approximately 900 metres inshore from a landfall point (below) where the cable
transitions from onshore to offshore technology

e a landfall on the Suffolk coast (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness).

Our proposals in Suffolk have been developed for Sea Link as a standalone project, but
also include opportunities to co-locate infrastructure for up to two further projects at the
converter station, along the cable corridors and at the landfall location.

The Offshore Scheme comprises:

e approximately 130 km of subsea HVDC cable, running between the Suffolk landfall
location (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness), and the Kent landfall location at
Pegwell Bay.

The Kent Onshore Scheme comprises:
e a landfall point on the Kent coast at Pegwell Bay

e atransition joint bay approximately 800 metres inshore to transition from offshore
HVDC cable to onshore HVDC cable, before continuing underground for
approximately 2 km to a proposed new converter station (below)

e a2 GW HVDC converter station, up to 26 metres high plus external equipment (such
as lightning protection and railings for walkways), near Minster. A new substation
would be located immediately adjacent

e removal of up to 1 km of existing HVAC overhead line, and installation of
approximately 2.25 km of new HVAC overhead line from the converter station and
substation near Minster and the existing Richborough to Canterbury overhead line.

The proposed Project also includes modifications to sections of existing overhead lines
in Suffolk and Kent, diversions of third-party assets, and land drainage from the
construction and operational areas. It also includes opportunities for environmental
mitigation, compensation and enhancement (such as hedgerow creation, native tree
planting or funding local wildlife groups).

The construction phase will involve various temporary construction activities including
working areas for construction equipment and machinery, site offices, storage,



accesses, bellmouths, and haul roads, as well as watercourse crossings and the
diversion of public rights of way.

2.3 Consultation and engagement to date

231 NGET held a non-statutory consultation on the proposed Project between 24 October
and 18 December 2022.

2.3.2 The consultation had the following aims:

e to introduce the proposed Project to the public, providing an overview of the
proposed Project and why the reinforcement is needed

e to set out options that have been considered and the decision-making undertaken so
far

e to present early plans, including proposed cable corridors, HVDC converter sites and
landfall locations

e to provide an opportunity for stakeholders and those interested in the project to give
their feedback on our work-to-date

e to outline the next steps and onward programme for the development of the
proposed Project.

233 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the Project Team held four face-to-
face public information events, two landowner information events, six online webinars
and nine stakeholder briefings. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings, email updates, newspaper, and social media adverts. Consultation
materials were made available online and for inspection at 20 deposit points in the
vicinity of the proposed Project. Dedicated contact channels were also established for
those who had questions about the proposed Project. This engagement and
advertisement activity in Suffolk and Kent is summarised in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 - Key statistics from non-statutory consultation

Kent Suffolk Total
Deposit points 12 8 20
Community invites issued 11,061 6,624 17,685
Public information events 3 3 6
Landowner information events 1 1 2
Stakeholder briefings 2 7 9
Website visitors - - 11,360
Webinars - - 6
Enquiries to the freephone telephone number - - 19
Inbound enquiries through the proposed Project inbox - - 262
Newspaper adverts 3 3 6
Social media adverts 1 3 4

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 7
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NGET provided a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to give their feedback. These included:

e completing an online feedback form on the Project’s website
(nationalgrid.com/sealink)

e completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
SEA LINK)

e emailing feedback to the Project’s email address (contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

e calling the Project’s information line

(A

340 responses to the feedback form on the proposals in Suffolk and 120 responses to
the feedback form on the proposals in Kent were submitted as part of the non-statutory
consultation.

The list of consultees is kept under ongoing review. In instances where additional
prescribed consultees were identified following non-statutory consultation, these were
subsequently contacted and given the opportunity to engage with the proposed Project.
We have continued to review the list of consultees as the proposed Project has
developed, to ensure that it is maintained and up-to-date. All prescribed consultees will
be contacted formally and consulted as part of the statutory consultation.

In addition to the consultation periods detailed previously, the proposed Project has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a
regular basis. These stakeholders include local authorities, the Marine Management
Organisation, Natural England, the Environment Agency, and Historic England.

More information on the non-statutory consultations carried out can be found in the
Non-Statutory Consultation Report, which is part of the suite of documents published at
statutory consultation. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will
remain available on the Project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and
subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 3.5.8.

Project Timeline

Figure 2.1 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the proposed Project, from
consultation through to the decision from the Secretary of State and construction.



Figure 2.1 Project Timeline

October 2022

Environmental impact assessment
Scoping opinion submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate

October — December 2023
Statutory consultation

Autumn 2024
Submission of development consent
order application

Spring 2026
Secretary of State decision

O——
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October — December 2022
Non-statutory consultation

September — October 2023
Pre-consultation
stakeholder briefings

Spring 2024
Update stakeholders

Autumn 2024 — autumn 2025
Pre-examination, examination
and reporting

2026 - 2030
Construction



Figure 2.2 provides an overview of the DCO consenting process.

Pre-application

We are here

Before submitting an
application, potential
applicants have a
statutory duty to carry
out consultation on
their proposals

Figure 2.2 DCO process

Acceptance

The Acceptance
stage begins when
an applicant submits
an application for
development consent
to the Planning
Inspectorate.

There follows a

period of up to 28
days (excluding the
date of receipt of the
application) for the
Planning Inspectorate,
on behalf of the
Secretary of State, to
decide whether or not
the application meets
the standards required
to be accepted for
examination.

Pre-examination

At this stage, the
public will be able

to register with the
Planning Inspectorate
to become an
Interested Party by
making a Relevant
Representation.

Examination

The Planning
Inspectorate has up
to six months to carry
out the examination.
During this stage
Interested Parties
who have registered
by making a Relevant
Representation are
invited to provide more
details of their views
in writing.
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Recommendation
and Decision

The Planning
Inspectorate must
prepare a report on
the application to the
relevant Secretary

of State, including

a recommendation,
within three months
of the close of the six
month Examination
stage.

The relevant Secretary
of State then has a
further three months
to make the decision
on whether to grant
or refuse development
consent.

Post decision

Once a decision has
been issued by the
relevant Secretary
of State, there is a
six week period in
which the decision
may be challenged
in the High Court.
This process of legal
challenge is known
as Judicial Review.

10
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Consulting on the proposed application

When will the consultation take place?

The statutory consultation will run for a period of eight weeks. It will take place between
24 October 2023 and 18 December 2023. All responses to the consultation must be
received before 23:59 on the closing date. Postal responses will be accepted until 2
January 2024.

What will be consulted on?

National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) will seek views and feedback on all
aspects of the proposed Project, including the:

e proposed Friston substation

e proposed offshore route of the high voltage direct current (HVDC) cable, from
landfall to landfall

e proposed onshore route of the HVDC cable, from landfall to converter station
e proposed landfall locations in Suffolk and Kent

e proposed route of the high voltage alternating current (HVAC) link between the
Suffolk converter station and the proposed Friston substation

e potential for coordination and co-location of infrastructure with other forthcoming
infrastructure projects

e proposed HVAC overhead line between the Minster converter station and
substation, and the Canterbury to Richborough 400 kV overhead line

e construction methodology
e likely environmental affects arising from the proposed Project
e approach to biodiversity net gain and mitigation of potential environmental impacts.

While comments are welcomed on all aspects of the proposed Project, this statutory
consultation is not a means of influencing or contributing to separate exercises being
undertaken by the Government and other bodies, such as the Offshore Coordination
Support Scheme.

The proposed Project continues to evolve in response to consultation feedback and
further technical and design assessments. The statutory consultation presents a
snapshot in time. Documents such as the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) will allow consultees to develop an informed view of the likely significant
environmental effects of the development. It will outline any limitations on the current
assessments. If any substantive changes are made to the design of the proposed
Project following this statutory consultation, NGET will consider whether there is a
requirement for further consultation (see section 4.3).

The full PEIR will be available on the Project’s website, with a link to this shared with the
relevant consultees set out in the EIA Regulations. Access to digital copies of the PEIR

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 11
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will be available at deposit points, with printed paper copies of the PEIR only available
on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 3.5.8. Paper copies of
the non-technical summary of the PEIR will be available at deposit points and on
request. A fee will not be charged for paper copies of the non-technical summary of the
PEIR.

As part of the application for development consent, an Environmental Statement (ES)
will be prepared. This document will present an assessment of likely significant effects
arising from the proposed Project and potential mitigation where appropriate, based on
the details of the proposals submitted with the application for development consent.

Who will be consulted?

Principally, this consultation is open to anyone who is interested in the proposed
Project. All views are welcomed, and NGET will have regard to all comments and
feedback when developing the details of the proposed Project for our application for
development consent.

Under section 47 of the Planning Act, NGET has a duty to consult the local community.
Two consultation zones have been developed to assist engagement with the local
community.

The Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) extends 3 km from the proposed draft Order
Limits for the proposed Project onshore, whilst the Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ)
extends to at least 5 km from the draft Order Limits for the proposed Project (including
the PCZ) onshore. The draft Order Limits are the proposed outer limits of the land
required either on a temporary or permanent basis to deliver the proposed Project.
Appendix A sets out the boundaries of these two consultation zones.

NGET will also directly consult the following groups and individuals:
e All residential and business addresses within the PCZ
e Parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ

e Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the
PCZ and SCZ

e elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ

e ‘seldom heard groups’ within both consultation zones who have been drawn to our
attention, representing people who are unlikely to respond to traditional consultation
techniques, and may need additional support to access materials

e relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups
and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

e relevant marine users such as fisheries, developers and existing infrastructure
owners.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 12



335 In addition to the local community, NGET will consult prescribed bodies? and local
authorities as required under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the Planning Act and
undertake the relevant notification under the EIA Regulations. NGET will also consult
Persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) under section 42(1)(d).

3.4 Consultation materials

3.4.1 Table 3.1 sets out the consultation materials that will be developed to help people
understand the proposals for the proposed Project and provide their feedback.

Table 3.1 - Consultation materials

Material Description

Target audience

Newsletter A summary newsletter
which outlines how
members of the public
can get involved in the
consultation, including
dates and times of public
information exhibitions,
webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions,
locations of where more
detailed information about
the proposals can be
found (including both
physical and virtual
locations, such as on the
Project’s website), how to
submit feedback and the
contact details for the
Project Team.

Project overview A single document which

document gives a comprehensive
overview of the proposed
Project, its various
components and where to
find more detailed

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

The newsletter will be posted to all
residential and business addresses
within the PCZ as part of the
‘Consultation Pack.” Members of
the public will also be able to
collect a copy of the document at
the deposit points (see section
3.11 for detalil).

The document will also be
available to download via the
Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

We will consider requests for
copies of the document in
alternative formats (such as braille,
large print, translations) on a case-
by-basis, taking into account
individual circumstances.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see section 3.11 for detail). The

2 The relevant statutory consultees, as set out in Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 and as identified by NGET as relevant to the proposed

Project.
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Material Description

Target audience

information and contact
the Project Team.

The document will be
written in non-technical
language that is readily
accessible to the general

public.
Project overview A condensed version of
document — 10- the Project overview
minute read document, intended to

concisely summarise and
explain the background to
the proposed Project and
current proposals.

The document is intended
to have a ‘read time’ of 10
minutes or less.

Options selection and A document outlining the

design evolution development of the

report proposed Project and the
rationale behind each
component.

Non-statutory A document outlining the

consultation report non-statutory consultation
undertaken between
October and December
2022. The report will
provide a summary of the
feedback received and
identify how NGET has

document will also be available to
download via the Project’s website
and printed copies will be posted
on request. A fee will not be
charged for printed copies of this
document.

NGET will consider requests for
copies of the document in
alternative formats (such as braille,
large print, translations) on a case-
by-basis, taking into account
individual circumstances.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see section 3.11 for detail). The
document will also be available to
download via the Project’s website
and printed copies will be posted
on request. A fee will not be
charged for printed copies of this
document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see 3.11 for detail). The report will
also be available to download via
the Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at the deposit

points (see section 3.11 for detail).

The report will also be available to
download from the Project’s
website and printed copies will be
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Material Description

Target audience

had regard to that
feedback.

Feedback form Feedback form with
gualitative and
guantitative questions to
gain thoughts and
feedback on the proposed
Project.

The feedback form will be
split into a section specific
to Kent and Suffolk.

Consultation banners Summary consultation
banners will be produced
to provide an overview of
key components of the
proposed Project.

Banners will be designed
to assist the
understanding of the
proposed Project and will
allow for further
discussion with members
of the Project Team
during public information
events and other
meetings.

posted on request. A fee will not be
charged for printed copies of this
document.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Feedback forms will be posted to
all residential and business
addresses within the PCZ as part
of the ‘Consultation Pack’ (as
detailed in 3.5.1). Members of the
public will also be able to collect a
copy of the document at the
deposit points (see 3.11) for
detail).

The feedback form will be available
to complete/download on the
Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

NGET will consider requests for
copies of the document in
alternative formats (such as braille,
large print, translations) on a case-
by-basis, taking into account
individual circumstances.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail), although the consultation
banners are primarily intended for
use at the public information
exhibitions.

Members of the public will also be
able to view the banners on the
Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of this document.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation
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Material Description

Target audience

Consultation banners To assist those with visual

— audio version impairments, an audio
version of the consultation
banners will be made
available.

Plans and drawings  Plans and drawings of the
proposed Project to assist
with understanding the

proposals.
Preliminary The PEIR details
Environmental environmental information
Information Report and the results of
(PEIR) preliminary assessments

of any likely significant
environmental impacts of
the proposed Project,
along with proposed
mitigations.

Non-technical A condensed version of

summary of the PEIR the PEIR, intended to
concisely summarise and
explain the purpose of the
PEIR and its findings.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail) and those with visual
impairments.

Members of the public will be able
to access the audio version of the
consultation banners on the
Project’s website.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Plans and drawings will be used
throughout the consultation
materials listed in this table. Some
may also be collated to form
individual documents.

Members of the public will be able
to view the plans and drawings on
the Project’s website and printed
copies will be posted on request. A
fee will not be charged for printed
copies of these documents.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to view a copy of the non-technical
summary at the deposit points (see
section 3.11 for detail). The full
PEIR will be able to be
downloaded from the Project’s
website, with digital copies
available for inspection at deposit
points and printed copies posted
on request. A fee will be charged
for printed copies of the PEIR.

All those interested in the
consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail).

Members of the public will be able
to access a copy at deposit points
(see section 3.11 for detail). The
document will also be available to
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Material Description Target audience

download via the Project’s website
and printed copies will be posted
on request. A fee will not be
charged for printed copies of this
document.

NGET will consider requests for
copies of the document in
alternative formats (such as braille,
large print, translations) on a case-
by-basis, taking into account
individual circumstances.

Project’s website A dedicated consultation All those interested in the
website (see Table 3.2 for consultation (see section 3.3 for
detail). detail).

3.4.2 NGET will consider requests for copies of select consultation materials identified in
Table 3.1 in alternative formats (such as braille, large print, translations) on a case-by-
basis, taking into account individual circumstances. All consultation materials will also
be available on the Project’s website. Information will be easy to access and will be
presented in a variety of ways to suit user requirements. Further detail is provided in
Table 3.2.

Table 3.2 - Website features

Function Rationale

Interactive Project map with To enable members of the public to see how

layers that can be added and different components of the proposed Project fit

removed together and how they interact with the existing
area.

Interactive Project map directing To enable members of the public and other
members of the public and stakeholders to access detailed maps of the
stakeholders to general proposed Project.

arrangement plan maps

HTML/digitally accessible To present the content of the Project overview
version of Project overview document in a format more compatible with
document accessibility tools and different device formats
Videos, infographics and To aide with understanding of the proposed Project.
animations

Frequently Asked Questions To provide answers to frequently asked questions
(FAQSs) without the need to contact the Project Team or
attend an in-person event.
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3.5

351

352

353

3.54

Function Rationale

Online feedback form To enable members of the public to submit their
feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of
consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to
webinars.

‘Ask the Experts’ sign-up form  To enable members of the public to book a video,
telephone or in-person ‘Ask the Experts’
appointment.

Contact details To provide details of how to contact the Project
Team for any further questions.

Accessibility The Project’s website will be compatible with
assistive technology such as screen readers, to
ensure accessibility for all those engaging with the
consultation.

Promoting the consultation

NGET will contact all addresses within the PCZ with a Consultation Pack (to include a
newsletter, feedback form and freepost envelope). A map showing the PCZ can be
found in Appendix A.

The consultation will be advertised in local newspapers to provide details of where more
information can be found, how to respond, and the dates of the public exhibitions. The
newspapers will include:

e Eastern Daily Press

e East Anglian Daily Times
e Ipswich Star

e Kentish Gazette

e Kent and Sussex Courier
e KM Thanet Extra

e East Kent Mercury

The circulation areas of these newspapers extend across both the PCZ and SCZ, and
beyond.

The consultation will also be promoted via statutory notices published in local and
national newspapers, as well as in the London Gazette, Fishing News and Lloyd’s List,
giving details about the consultation in accordance with section 47 and 48 of the
Planning Act. Site notices displaying this information will also be placed at key locations
along the route of the proposed Project.

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 18



3.5.5

356

3.5.7

358

3.5.9

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

NGET will work with parishes and local authorities across the PCZ to advertise the
consultation in parish magazines, on council websites and on council social media
channels. Posters will also be sent to parish councils to display and raise awareness of
the consultation.

Adverts will be placed on Facebook and Instagram to help raise general awareness of
the consultation and target a broad range of demographics across the PCZ and SCZ,
including those that might not otherwise engage with the consultation. These social
channels have been selected due to their success during the non-statutory consultation.

In accordance with the Government’s approach to digital communication, all
consultation materials will be available on our website: nationalgrid.com/sealink. Those
who have enquiries in relation to the documents, plans and maps will be able to call

Requests for paper copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case by-
case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply, to be paid
for by the recipient and up-to a maximum value of £300 for the whole suite of
consultation documents. These can be requested by contacting the Project Team by

email at G o by calling I

NGET will also consider requests for alternative formats of documents, such as
translations and large print, on a case-by-case basis to take into account individual
circumstances. Requests can be made using the contact details provided in 3.5.8.

Public information exhibitions

Nine public information exhibitions will be held for communities to find out information
about the proposed Project and the consultation and talk to representatives from the
Project Team. The exhibitions will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that
are within or near to the PCZ.

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at
each exhibition. There will also be a series of banners to present the proposals for the
proposed Project, including maps.

Those attending the exhibitions will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the
proposals.

Table 3.3 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the exhibitions.

Table 3.3 - Details of public information exhibitions

Date Time Location

Wednesday 8 November 12:30pm to 5:30pm Old Generator Station, King's
Field, Aldeburgh, IP15 5HY

Thursday 9 November 11lam to 4:30pm Old Generator Station, King's
Field, Aldeburgh, IP15 5HY
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3.6.5

3.6.6

3.7

3.7.1

3.7.2

3.7.3

3.7.4

Wednesday 15 November 2:30pm to 7:30pm Cliffsend Village Hall, 55
Foads Lane, Cliffsend,
Ramsgate, CT12 5JH

Thursday 16 November  12pm to 5:30pm Minster Village Hall, 1 High
Street, Minster, CT12 4BU

Friday 17 November 10am to 3pm Guildhall, Cattle Market,
Sandwich, CT13 9AH

Friday 24 November 1pm to 6pm Market Hall, High St,
Saxmundham, IP17 1AF

Saturday 25 November 1lam to 4pm Market Hall, High St,
Saxmundham, IP17 1AF

Wednesday 29 November 2pm to 7pm Cliffsend Village Hall, 55
Foads Lane, Cliffsend,
Ramsgate, CT12 5JH

Saturday 2 December 1lam to 3pm Royal Harbour Academy,
Marlowe Way, Newington,
Ramsgate, CT12 6FA

At least one of the public information events, in both Kent and Suffolk, will be held on a
weekend, to ensure as broad a range of people as possible are able to attend the
events.

If, for any reason, it is unfortunately necessary to cancel a scheduled event, for example
as a result of adverse weather, this information will be published on the proposed
Project’s website and a notice will be placed at the venue if practicable. In these
circumstances NGET will also consider organising additional events if deemed to be
reasonably necessary.

Webinars

A total of five webinars will be held during the consultation period.

Two webinars will focus on a summary of the proposals in Suffolk, whilst two will
summarise the proposals in Kent. All four sessions will include details of the marine
proposals relevant to the proposed Project.

A fifth, pre-recorded webinar will be shared on the project website at the start of the
consultation period, providing an overview of the onshore proposals in Suffolk and Kent,
along with the marine proposals.

Table 3.4 provides a summary of the webinars that will take place.
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Table 3.4 - Details of webinars

3.7.5

3.7.6

3.7.7

3.7.8

3.8

3.8.1

3.8.2

3.8.3

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation

Date Time Topic

Start of consultation N/A Onshore proposals in Suffolk and
Kent and marine proposals

Wednesday 25 October 6pm to 7pm Onshore proposals in Suffolk and
marine proposals

Thursday 26 October 6pm to 7pm Onshore proposals in Kent and
marine proposals

Tuesday 31 October 2pm to 3pm Onshore proposals in Suffolk and
marine proposals

Wednesday 1 November 2pm to 3pm Onshore proposals in Kent and
marine proposals

Each live webinar will include a ‘Question & Answer’ session, enabling members of the
public to submit questions to the team for a response.

One of each type of webinar detailing the proposals in Suffolk and Kent will include live
captions and include a British Sign Language interpreter.

Members of the public can register for a webinar through the Project’s website or by
email.

The recording of one of each type of webinar will be posted on the Project’s website
shortly after the webinar has taken place, to allow members of the public and those with
an interest in the consultation to view in their own time.

‘Ask the Experts’ sessions

‘Ask the Experts’ sessions will provide an opportunity for those with more detailed
guestions about the proposed Project and/or those unable to attend a public exhibition
or webinar to speak directly with members of the Project Team. These sessions will be
delivered on an appointment-only basis and will be made available in person, via
telephone call or video call.

Telephone and video call appointment slots will be offered throughout the consultation
period, whilst in-person appointments will be offered during weeks that a public
information exhibition is taking place. NGET will seek to hold in-person appointments at
venues closer to our proposals that would not have been suitable for a full public
information exhibition.

Table 3.5 sets out the proposed format and schedule for the ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions.
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Table 3.5 - Details of 'Ask the Experts' sessions

Date Time Location

Week 1 of consultation Morning/afternoon Online/telephone

Week 2 of consultation Afternoon/evening Online/telephone

Week 3 of consultation Morning/afternoon Online/telephone

Thursday 23 November 3pm to 7:30pm Friston Village Hall, Church
Rd, Friston, IP17 1PU

Friday 1 December 2pm to 6pm Radford House, 18-20
Effingham St, Ramsgate,
CT11 9AT

Week 7 of consultation Afternoon/evening Online/telephone

3.9 Stakeholder briefings and meetings

3.9.1 NGET will offer briefing meetings with the following stakeholders in the run-up to, or
during the consultation:

MPs, where all or part of their constituencies lie within either consultation zone
elected representatives of district and county councils within the PCZ

parish councils, where all or part of the parish falls within the PCZ

local authorities

key prescribed consultees, such as AONB conservation boards

persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) under sections 42(1)(d) of the Planning Act

3.9.2 NGET will also meet with other organisations and individuals upon request. These may
include:

prescribed bodies and local authorities under section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (b) of the
Planning Act

third party groups such as local enterprise partnerships, business groups and
destination management organisations

community groups and residents’ associations with a close geographical relationship
to the proposed Project

parish councils which fall outside of the PCZ

interest groups with a close relationship to the proposed Project.
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3.10 Seldom heard groups

3101 Seldom heard groups are defined as being inaccessible to most traditional and
conventional methods of consultation for any reason.

3102  NGET wants to ensure that all our engagement and consultation activity is inclusive,
and wants to reach those who otherwise may not engage with us. Table 3.6 sets out
how the proposed Project will seek to engage seldom heard groups in the consultation.

Table 3.6 - Seldom heard engagement tools

Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Older people °
[ ]
®
[ ]
®
®
®
[ ]

People with visual °

impairments

directly mailing a Consultation Pack and project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

options to submit feedback through
conventional communications channels
including by post and telephone if deemed
necessary

face-to-face events at a variety of locations and
times across the route

in-person and virtual ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions
for those with further questions, featuring a
booking system which will take into
consideration individual needs

availability of an induction loop during public
exhibitions

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request and reviewed on a case-by-
case basis)

engaging with community groups serving the
demographic

providing paper copies of materials at deposit
point locations along with contact details for the
Project Team, who will be able to provide
further assistance and send Consultation Packs
to those who are unable to access the material
online

audio guide of consultation banners
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

People with limited °
mobility/disability

Youth age groups °

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request and reviewed on a case-by-
case basis)

options to enlarge text on the Project’s website

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

options to submit feedback through
conventional communications channels
including by post and telephone if deemed
necessary

directly mailing a Consultation Pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

providing important information in both digital
and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as easy read, braille and large
print (upon request and reviewed on a case-by-
case basis)

face-to-face public information events at a
variety of locations and times with disabled
access, across the route of the proposed
Project

in-person and virtual ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions
for those with further questions, featuring a
booking system which will take into
consideration individual needs

availability of an induction loop during public
exhibitions

provision of a British Sign Language interpreter
and live captions at webinars

online engagement
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

15-19 and 20-39 age
groups

Carers and families with
young children

Economically inactive
individuals

Geographically isolated
individuals or
communities

social media advertisements

reaching out to local centres of education to
offer engagement opportunities.

online engagement
social media advertisements

face-to-face public information events at a
variety of locations and times across the route
of the proposed Project

reaching out to local centres of education to
offer engagement opportunities.

options to engage through conventional and
digital channels, to provide flexibility

face-to-face public information events and ‘Ask
the Experts’ sessions at a variety of locations
and times across the route of the proposed
Project

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

social media advertisements

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

online engagement
social media advertisements

options to engage through conventional and
digital channels, to provide flexibility.

directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ; and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

face-to-face public information events and ‘Ask
the Experts’ sessions at a variety of locations
and times across the route of the proposed
Project
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Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

Locally underrepresented
minority ethnic groups
(such as black, Asian
and minority ethnicity)

English as a Second
Language (ESL)

Travellers

Digitally isolated

online engagement opportunities through the
consultation website, webinars and ‘Ask the
Experts’ sessions, to negate the need for travel

advertising the availability of ‘Ask the Experts’
sessions for those with further questions, or
those who would like to discuss the proposed
Project further.

reaching out to community groups representing
underrepresented minority ethnic groups to
offer engagement opportunities.

providing consultation materials in alternative
languages upon request

translation/interpreter facilities provide during
‘Ask the Experts’ sessions upon request.

reaching out to community groups representing
travellers to offer engagement opportunities

directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post.

reaching out to community groups representing
digitally isolated groups to offer engagement
opportunities

directly mailing a consultation pack and Project
information to all properties within the PCZ, and
providing details of how to access paper copies
of other documents and provide feedback by
post

in-person ‘Ask the Experts’ sessions, with a
booking system which will take into
consideration individual needs

advertisement of the consultation in traditional
media such as local newspapers circulating in
the PCZ and SCZ

providing paper copies of materials at deposit
point locations along with contact details for the
Project Team, who will be able to provide
further assistance and send Consultation Packs

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation

26



Seldom heard category Methods utilised to engage with category

to those who are unable to access the material
online.

3.11 Deposit points

3111 Whilst this is no longer a statutory requirement, paper copies of the project overview
document, options selection and design evolution report, non-statutory consultation
report, SOCC, non-technical summary of the PEIR, newsletter, feedback form and
freepost envelope will be made available at a number of deposit points local to the
proposals. Information on how to access a digital copy of the full PEIR will also be

provided at deposit point locations.

3112  The locations set out in Table 3.7 have been selected following a review of the success
of the deposit points utilised at non-statutory consultation.

Table 3.7 - Details of deposit point locations

Location Address Opening times
Saxmundham Block B, Street Farm Rd, Mon: Closed
Library Saxmundham IP17 1AL Tyes: 9:30am-5:30pm

Leiston Library

Main St, Leiston IP16
4ER

Aldeburgh Library Victoria Rd, Aldeburgh

IP15 5EG

Weds: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thurs: Closed

Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm
Sat: 10am-1pm

Sun: 10am-3pm

Mon: Closed

Tues: 9:30am-5:30pm
Weds: Closed

Thurs: 9:30am-5:30pm
Fri: 9:30am—-1pm and
2pm-5pm

Sat: 9:30am-1pm and
2pm-5pm

Sun: 10am-3pm

Mon: 9am-1pm
Tues: 9am-1pm
Wed: 9am—-6pm
Thurs: 9am-1pm
Fri: 9am-1pm
Sat: 10am-3pm
Sun: 10am-1pm
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Location Address Opening times

Snape Village Hall 5 Garrett Cl, Snape, Mon: 7am—-7pm
Saxmundham IP17 1RN  Tyes: 7am—7pm
Weds: 7am-7pm
Thurs: 7am-7pm
Fri: 7am—7pm
Sat: 7am—-7pm
Sun: Closed

Friston Village Hall Church Rd, Friston, Village hall open depending on events.
Saxmundham IP17 1PU Contact the village hall in advance via
email at fristonvillagehall@gmail.com

or at GG

Ash Library 11 Queen's Rd, Ash, Mon: 11:30am-1pm and 2pm-3pm
Canterbury CT3 2BG Tuesday: 9:30am—1pm
Weds: 9:30am-2pm
Thurs: Closed
Fri: 11:30am-5pm
Sat: 9am-2pm
Sun: Closed

Minster Library 4a Monkton Rd, Minster, Mon: 1pm-5pm
Ramsgate CT12 4EA Tues: 9:30am—1:30pm
Weds: Closed
Thurs: 12pm-5pm
Fri: 10am—-4pm
Sat: 9:30am-1:30pm
Sun: Closed

Sandwich Library 13 Market St, Sandwich  Mon: Closed
CT13 9DA Tues: 9:30am-5pm
Weds: Closed
Thurs: 9:30am-5pm
Fri: 9:30am-5pm
Sat: 9:30am-3pm
Sun: Closed

Ramsgate Library Guildford Lawn, Mon: Closed
Ramsgate CT11 9AY Tues: 9:30am—5:30pm
Weds: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thurs: 9:30am-5:30pm
Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm
Sat: 9:30am—-3:30pm
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3.11.3

3.12

3.121

Location Address

Opening times

Newington Library Royal Harbour Academy,
Stirling Way, Ramsgate

CT12 6FA

Thanet District
Council

Cecll Street, Margate,
CT9 1AY

Margate Library Ceclil Street, Margate,

CT9 1RE

Sun: Closed

Mon: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
Tues: 9am-1pm

Weds: Closed

Thurs: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
Fri: Closed

Sat: 9am-1pm

Sun: Closed

Mon: 8:45am-5pm
Tues: 8:45am-5pm
Weds: 8:45am-5pm
Thurs: 8:45am-5pm
Fri: 8:45am-5pm
Sat: Closed

Sun: Closed

Mon: 10am-5:30pm
Tues: 10am-5pm
Weds: 10am-5pm
Thurs: 10am-5:30pm
Fri: 10am-5:30pm
Sat: 10am-3:30pm
Sun: Closed

Materials will be available to view during the opening hours listed above, except in
circumstances outside of NGET’s control, such as severe weather, which prevent the

locations specified from opening.

Contact details

Table 3.8 sets out the contact channels that will be available throughout the consultation
for members of the public and other stakeholders to ask questions, request further
information or request printed copies of consultation materials and documents.
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Table 3.8 - Contact channels

Method Contact details Hours of operation
Online nationalgrid.com/sealink 24]7
Email contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com 24/7
Freephone ] 9am-5pm weekdays
Post Freepost SEA LINK 2417

3122  The Project Team will respond to enquiries as quickly as possible. Where a substantive
response requires information that is not readily to hand, the Project Team will
endeavour to respond within ten working days. Where this is not possible, an
explanation and holding response will be provided within ten working days.
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4. Responses to the consultation

4.1 Methods of responding

4.1.1 During the consultation period, feedback can be submitted in the following ways:

e online via the Project’s website (nationalgrid.com/sealink)

e by post at Freepost SEA LINK

e by email (contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

4.1.2 Consultation responses received via any other method than those listed above, such as
through social media, will not be formally recorded as part of the consultation.

4.1.3 Responses provided orally, such as via telephone, will be accepted in exceptional
circumstances on a case-by-case basis, where someone may not otherwise be able to
respond to the consultation.

4.1.4 Feedback submissions sent by post will be accepted up until 2 January 2024.

415 Although they will not be formally included as consultation feedback, National Grid
Electricity Transmission (NGET) will endeavour to have regard to feedback received
after the end of the consultation.

4.1.6 All feedback will be handled in accordance with all applicable laws concerning the
protection of personal data, including the UK General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR).

417 More information on how NGET will use the information collected about respondents
can be found in the consultation feedback form and on the Project’s website during the
consultation period.

4.2  Presenting the results

421 As set out in Figure 2.1, following the close of the consultation all feedback will be
collated, reviewed and analysed to understand key themes and concerns. Our
proposals will be reviewed and, where practicable, refined in light of feedback.

422 The proposed application will be finalised, taking into consideration the feedback
received from the consultation in accordance with section 49 of the Planning Act.

423 A Consultation report will be produced as part of the application for development
consent, as required by section 37 (3)(c) of the Planning Act. The report will include a
summary of the consultation process undertaken in accordance with this SoCC and will
set out how the feedback from the consultation has shaped and influenced the
proposals as submitted within the application for development consent.

4.2.4 Responses to the consultation and extracts of responses may be published as part of
the report unless specifically stated in the response. Any responses that are published
will have all personal details redacted.

425 Upon receipt of an application for development consent, the Planning Inspectorate will
decide whether the application meets the required standards to proceed to examination

National Grid | October 2023 | Statement of Community Consultation 31



4.2.6

4.3

431

4.4

4.4.1

4.4.2

4.4.3

and will determine whether the statutory consultation process has been adequate. As
part of this process, local authorities will be invited to provide an adequacy of the
consultation response to the Planning Inspectorate.

The consultation report will be available online, alongside other application documents,
once an application for development consent has been submitted. Paper copies will be
available from the Project Team on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in
3.5.8.

Further consultation

If, following the statutory consultation, NGET considers it is necessary to undertake
further targeted statutory consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

Other developers’ consultations

The Project Team is aware that a number of other organisations are developing
proposals in the area, including:

e NGET'’s Bramford to Twinstead and Norwich to Tilbury (formerly known as East
Anglia GREEN) network reinforcements

¢ National Grid Ventures’ LionLink (formerly known as EuroLink) and Nautilus
interconnectors

e North Falls offshore wind farm
e Five Estuaries offshore wind farm.

NGET will work to understand other local projects to ensure that the scope and context
of this Project is clear in relation to the other consultations. This could include:

¢ having headline information about the other consultations at our events

e seeking to avoid holding events or running advertisements and press releases on
the same dates and times as other consultations, where appropriate

e ensuring that any responses submitted to our statutory consultation that are
intended for another consultation is passed on to the relevant community relations
or consultation team.

Although we will pass on any misdirected consultation responses and provide headline
information about other projects at our events, is important to note that the events set
out in this SoCC form part of the Sea Link statutory consultation only. Should attendees
wish to comment on other local projects, they should engage directly with the relevant
project team(s) and provide their feedback to these projects directly.
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Appendix A PCZ and SCZ map
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Figure A.2 Kent PCZ and SCZ map
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Lloyd's List | Daily Briefing Tuesday 24th October

United Maritime closes in
on Chinese leasing deals for
veteran capesizes

GREEK DRY BULKER owner United Maritime, a spinoff of US-listed
Qmmolv\ Maritime, is nearing 530m financing pacts with Chinese

lea for three vintage cape: as growing competition spurs
lessors to look harder for (1un1~.

The shipowner has received terms from three Chinese lessors and
anticipates finalising contracts by end-November, chief financial officer
Stavros Gyftakis told Lloyd’s List on the sideline of a Capital Link
forum in Shanghai.

United Maritime’s website shows it has three capesizes
Gloriuship (IMO: 9266944), Goodship (IMO: 9311476) and
Tradership (IMO: 9310135) — built between 2004-2006. Its
chairman and chief executive, Stamatios Tsantanis, also heads
Seanergy, which owns 16 much younger vessels of similar size in
service.

“Chinese leasing houses do not usually do such type of deals. I am
very happy to see them adapting to the changing conditions,”
Gyftakis said.

He noted financiers historically had a short horizon on vessel age,
ending financing at around 15 years old.

But amid energy transition uncertainties over future fuels and
delays in ordering newbuildings that could replace ageing tonnage,
existing ships need extended lifespans and finatices support, he
argued.

HATIONAL GAID ELECTRICITY TRANSWSSION PLC.
SECTION 48 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 (AS AMENDED)
REGULATION 8. THE
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ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

ENVIRONMENT &
INFRASTRUCTURE

+ A connection from the existing transmission network via Fristen
Substation, including the substation itsel. Friston Substation already
has development consent as part of other third-party projects. If
Friston Substation has akeady been eonstructed under another
consent, only a connection into the substation would be constructed
by the Sea Link project.
« A high voltage alternating current (HVAC) underground cable of
1.7 km in langth between the propased Friston

Planning

TOWN PLANNING

DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT

TOWN AND GOUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

The Secratary of State gives notice of an Order made under Section
247 of the above Act entitled “The Stopping up of Highways (East)
(No.30) Order 2023 authorising the stopping up of 3 eastern part
widths of the A134 Hythe Quay at Colchester in the City of
Colchester. This is to enable development as permitted by Colchester
City Council, under reference 211510,

Copies of the Order may be oblained, free of charge, from the
Secretary of State, National Transport Casawork Team, Tyneside
House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle Business Park, Newcastle upon
Tyne NE4 7AR or nationalcasework@dit.gov.uk (quoting NATTRAN/E/
$247/5468). They may also be inspected during normal opening hours
at Colchester City Council, Town Hall, Colchester, CO1 1FR.

Any person who wishes to challenge the validity of the decision to
make the Order may apply to the High Gourt within 6 weeks from 24
October 2023.

S Zamenzadeh, Gasework Manager (4470287

DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

The Secretary of State gives notice of an Order made under Section
247 of the above Act entitled *The Stopping up of Highways (North
East) (No.26) Order 2023* authorising the stopping up of 6 areas of
unnamed highway adjoining the boundary of the Outer West
Customer Service Centre, Library and Pool and an area of unnamed
highway as lies off West Denton Way at Newcastle-upon-Tyne in the
City of Newcastie-upon-Tyne. This is to enable development as
permitted by Newcastie City Couneil, under reference 2022/0547/01/
DET.

Copies of the Order may be obtained, free of charge, from the
Secrelary of State, National Transport Casework Team, Tyneside
House, Skinnerburn Aoad, Newcastle Business Park, Newcastle upen
Tyne NE¢ 7AR o nationalcasework@dftgovik  (quoting
NATTRAN/NE/S247/5410). They may also be inspected during normal
opening hours at Newcastle City Library, 33 New Bridge Street West,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 BAX.

Any person who wishes to challenge the validity of the deeision to
maka the Order may apply o the High Gourt within 6 weeks from 24
October 2023,

S Zamenzadeh, Casework Manager (4470288)

NATIONAL GRID ELEGTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC
SECTION 48 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 (AS AMENDED)
REGULATION 4, THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING
(APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE)
REGULATIONS 2009

NOTICE PUBLICISING A PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER FOR THE SEA LINK PROJECT
Notice is heraby given that National Grid Electricity Transmission ple
(NGET) of National Grid House, Warwick Tachnology Park, Gallows
Hill, Warwick, CV34 6DA intends 1o apply to the Sacretary of State for
a Development Consent Order (DCO) under Section 37 of the
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) (the Act) to authorise the
construction of the Sea Link Project.

The Sea Link Project (proposed Project) involves the reinforcement
of the electricity transmission network between Suffolk and Kent,
predominartly via offshore High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link.
The proposed Project Is split into three distinctive elements, as

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme

Substation and a propasad converter station (below).
« A2 GW high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station up to
26 m high plus external equipment (such as lightning protection &
railings for walkways) near Saxmundhan.
« A HVDC underground cable connection of approximately 10 km in
length between the proposed converter station near Saxmundham,
and a transition |oint bay (TJB) approximately 900 m inshore from
landfall point (below) where the cable transitions from onshore to
affshore technology.
« Alandfall on the Suffolk coast (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness).
The proposals in Suffelk have been developed for Sea Link as a
standalone project, but also include epportunities 1o co-locate
infrastructure for up to two further projects at the converter station,
cable corridors and the landfall location.
‘The Offshare Scheme
o Approximately 130 km of subsea HVDG cable, running between the
Suffolk landfall location (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness), and the
Kent landfall location at Pegwell Bay.
‘The Kent Onshare Schem
« Alandfall point on the Kent coast at Pagwell Bay.
* A TJB approximately B00 m inshore to transition from offshore
HVDG cable to onshore HVDC cable, before continuing underground
for approximately 2 km to a proposed new Gonverter station (below).
* A2 GW HVDG converter station, up 1o 26 m high plus external
equipment (such as lightning protection & railings for walkways), near
Minster. A new substation would be located immediately adjacent.
« Removal of approximately 1 km of existing HVAC overhead line, and
installation of approximately 2.25 km of new HVAG overhead line from
the converter station and substation near Minster and the existing
Richborough to Canterbury overhead line.
The project also includes modifications to sections of existing
overhead lines in Suffolk and Kent, diversions of third-party assets,
and land drainage from the Ganstruction and operational footprint. It
also includes opportunities for  environmental  mitigation,
compensation and enhancement (such as hedgerow creation, native
tree planting or funding local wildiife groups). The construction phase
will invalve various temporary construction activities including working
areas for construction equipment and machinery, site offices, storage,
accesses, bellmouths, and haul roads, as well as walercourse
crossings and the diversion of public rights of way (PROWS).
The proposed devalopment will include other required works, for
example, temporary access roads, highway works, temporary warks
compounds, work sites and ancillary works.
The propased application will seek authorisation for the compulsory
acquisition of land and interests in and rights over land, overriding
easements and other rights, the temporary use of fand, and other
ancillary powers.
The proposed project is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EL&)
development, as defined by The Infrastructure  Planning
Impact 2017, An
Environmental Statement will therefore be submitted as part of the
proposed application, which will contain information about the
environmental effects of the proposed project.
All documents, plans and maps showing the nature and location of
the proposed deveiopment, including the preliminary environmental
information, will be available to dowrload free of charge from 24
October 2023 unil 18 December 2023 on www.nationalgrid.com/
sealink (via the document library page).
Reference copies of certain documents, plans and maps showing the
nature and location of the proposed development will aiso be
available 1o view free of charge from 24 October 2023 at the following
locations in the wicinity of the project for the duration of the
consultation (until 18 December 2023).
Location Address Opening times
Saxmundham Library  Block B, Street Farm  Mon: Closed
Rd, Saxmundham  Tues: 08:30 - 17:30
1P17 1AL Weds: 09:30 - 17:30
Thur: Closed
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Location

Leiston Library

Aldsburgh Library

Snape Village Hall

Friston Village Hall

Ash Library

Minster Library

Sandwich Library

Ramsgate Library

Newington Library

Address

Main S, Leiston
IP16 4ER

Victoria Rd,
Aldeburgh IP15 SEG

5 Garrett Cl, Snape,
Saxmundham P17
RN

Church Rd, Friston,
Saxmundham P17
1PU

11 Queen's Rd, Ash,
Canterbury CT3 2BG

4a Monkton Rd,
Minster, Ramsgate
CT12 4EA

13 Market St,
Sandwich GT13 9DA

Guildford Lawn,
Ramsgate CT11 8AY

Royal Harbour
Academy, Stiring
Way, Ramsgate
CTi2 6FA

Opening times
Frl: 09:30 - 17:30,

Sat: 10:00 - 13:00
Sun: 10:00 - 15:00
Mon: Closed

Tues: 09:30 - 18:30
Weds: Closed

Thur: 09:30 - 17:30
Fr: 09:30 - 13:00 and
14:00 - 17:00

Sat 09:30 - 13:00
and 14:00 - 17:00
Sun: 10:00 - 15:00
Mon: 0:00 - 13:00
Tues: 09:00 - 13:00
Wed: 03:00 - 18:00
Thur: 09:00 - 13:00
Frl: 09:00 - 13:00

Sat: 10:00 - 15:00
Sun: 10:00 - 13:00
Mon: 07:00 - 18:00
Tues: 07:00 - 18:00
Weds: 07:00 - 19:00
Thur: 07:00 - 19:00
Frl: 07:00 - 18:00
Sat: 07:00 - 19:00
Sun: Closed

vilage hall open
depending on events.
Contact the village
hall in advance via
mail at
fristonvillagehall@gm
ailcom or at 01728
687514

Mon: 11:30 - 13:00
and 14:00 - 15:00
Tuesday: 09:30 -
13:00

Wecs: 09:30 - 14:00
Thur: Closed

Frl: 11:30 - 17:00
Sat: 09:00 - 14:00
Sun: Closed

Mon: 13:00 - 17:00
Tues: 09:30 - 13:30
Weds: Closed

Thur: 12:00 - 17:00

Frl: 10:00 - 16:00
Sat: 08:30 - 13:30
Sun: Closed

Mon: Closed

Tues: 09:30 - 17:00
Weds: Closed

Thur: 08:30 - 17:00
Frl: 09:30 - 17:00

Sat: 08:30 - 15:00
Sun: Closed

Mon: Closed

Tues: 09:30 - 17:30
Weds: 09:30 - 1730
Thur: 09:30 - 16:30
Frl: 09:30 - 17:30
Sat: 08:30 - 15:30
Sun: Closed

Mon: 08:00 - 13:00
and 14:00 - 17:30
Tues: 09:00 - 13:00
Weds: Closed

Thur: 09:00 - 13:00
and 14:00 - 17:30

Location Address Opening times
Thanet District Thanet Distriet Mon: 08:45 - 17:00
Gouncil Counci, Cecil Straet, Tues: 08:45- 1

Margate, GT9 1AY  Weds: 08:45 - 17:00
Thur: 08:45 - 17-00
Fri: 08:45 - 17:00
Sat: Glosed
Sun: Closed
Thanet Gateway Thanet's Gateway ~ Mon: 16:00-14:00
Plus, Margate, T8 Tues: 10:00-14:00
1RE Weds: 10:00-14:00
Thur: 10:00-14:00
Fri: 10:00-14:00
Sat: Closed
Sun: Closed
Materials will be avallable to view during the opening hours listed
above, except in circumstances outside of NGET's control which
pravent the locations spacified from opening.
Requests for paper copies of the documents, plans and maps will be
reviewed on a case by-case basis. To cover printing cosls a
reasanable copying charge may apply, to be paid for by the recipient
and upto a maximum value of £300 for the whole suite of
consultation documents. These can be requested by contacting the
Project Team via the details at the bottom of this notice.
How ta respond to the censultation
The consultation i running between 24 October 2028 and 11:59pm
on 18 December 2023,
Responses 1o the consultation can be submitted in the following

ways:
« online via the Project's website (nationalgrid.convisealink)

« seamning a paper copy of the response form or submitting a free
taxt letter or email

+ by post at Freepost SEA LINK

« by email {contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com)

A printed copy of the consultation feedback form can be requasted by
contacting the project team on the details below.

National Grid must receive all responses by 11:58pm on 18 December
for 2 January for postal feedback) to ensure their consideration.
Plaase note that rasponses are likely 1o be made public, but that
contact/personal details wil b redacted.

When deciding on the final form of the praposed application for a
development consent rcier for the proposed project, National Grid
will take into account any response to this publicity or the
constitation that is received before the specified deadiine.

National Grid may be required to make copies of representations.
avallable ta the Secretary of State. However, National Grid will request
that personal details are not placed on the public record. Persanal
details will b heid securely in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 2018 and will be used solely in connection with the eonsultation
process and the development of this project and, except as noted
above, will not be disclosed to any tird parties.

If you have any questions about the project or the consultation,
please get in touch:

Email: contact@sealink nationalgrid.com

Telephone: 0808 134 9569 (4470288)

Property & land

PROPERTY DISCLAIMERS

NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER UNDER SECTION 1013 OF THE
GOMPANIES ACT 2006

DISCLAIMER OF WHOLE OF THE PROPERTY

TS ref: BV22315254/1/NYS

1 In this notice the following shall apply:

Company Name: STETSON RESTAURANTS LIMITED

Company Number: 11248322

Interest: leasahold

Title number: DNG9100

Property: The Property situated at 13a The Quay, Brixham TQS BAW
being the land comrised in the above mentioned title

Treasury Solicitor: The Solicitor for the Affairs of Her Majesty's
Treasury of PO Box 70185, London WC1A SHG (DX 123240
Kingsway).

21420 | CONTAINING ALL NOTICES PUBLISHED ONLINE ON 24 OCTOBER 2023 | LONDON GAZETTE

Notice published: 26t October

nationalgrid @Media




Fishing News- Public Notices - S48

PUBLIC NOTICES

NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC, SECTION 48 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 (AS AMENDED)

REGULATION 4, THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009
NOTICE PUBLICISING A PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER FOR THE SEA LINK PROJECT
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The Great Grid Upgrade
Sea Link

Have your say

ober 2023

National Grid Electricity Transmission would like to hear
your views on our detailed plans for Sea Link, a proposed
network between

Suffolk and Kenl.

y consultation is rurring for eight-weeks, between

Tuesday 24 October 2023 arc  Monday 18 December 2023
on, find out

1 Get
Adeourgh uu

Okl Gene
Aldeburgh, IP15 5

1pm-Epm

Mearket Hall, Hig
Saxmundham,

11am-dpm

+ nationalgrid.com/sealink

EAST ANGLIAN DARY TIMES

nationalgrid

Webinars: our proposals in Suffolk and marine proposals

vebinars cnline, via emal. or by caling

Date Time Location

Wednesday 25 O

Toesda

2pm-3pm  Oriina

Ask the experts in Suffolk

3 November

For opening hours, please contact the venue directly or contact
the team using the details below.

grid.com, or cal 0808 134 9569
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Yacht rescued after crew
member injured

/\ General Plumbing Solutions

Emergency Service Available

Call for a free quote

Lifeboat volunteers have saved a yacht which had
begun to take on water after one of its crew

members had suffered an injury.

TAYLOR PLUMBING

EST. 1999

Replacements * Installations
Blockages * Repairs * Leaks
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Click Here
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Group Electricity Transmission Who we are Stories Careers Media Contact us Search Q,

Who we are Connections w Engineering Solutions Network and infrastructure Innovation Our future network Contactus

About Need for Sea Link FAQs Document library Surveys Landowners Contact us

Document library

On this page you can find all of the materials we have produced for our current statutory consultation, along with
an archive of information from our non-statutory consultation in 2022.

Statutory consultation documents (October 2023)

Statutory consultation

documents (October 2023) > Project overview document

Statutory consultation S
plans and drawings
(October 2023)

Project overview document - 10 minute read

>  Community newsletter

Statutory consultation
preliminary environmental
information report
(October 2023) > Consultation banners - audio version

» Consultation banners

Non-statutory consultation » Feedback form
documents (October 2022)
> Preliminary environmental information report - non-technical summary
> Converter station design - background to potential architectural approaches
> Option selection and design evolution report
> Strategic options report
> Non-statutory consultation report
> Statement of community consultation

» Section 47 notice

» Section 48 notice

Contact us

Please get in touch if you have any questions or comments about Sea Link

by emailing contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com or calling us on 0808 134
9569.

You can also write to us at Freepost SEA LINK, please note no stamp or
further address details are required.
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